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Dear Friends and Family of First,
How do you say thanks to those who have done so much for the church in so
many ways? How can we acknowledge those who have “served their time” and
are now rotating off our church boards: the session, the diaconate and the
trustees?
Rotating off the session this year are Chris Williams, Chris Dunn, CJ Layne and
Lee Leibetreu. Both Chrises have to rotate off due to serving 6 years straight.
Yes, they may be elected as early as next year to serve again, but the Book of
Order mandates they take at least a one-year break. Now CJ could serve again but
it would be hard to serve from Lexington, KY where he is swimming for the
Wildcats and Lee has agreed to serve another term. Thanks.
Those rotating off the diaconate are Mary Bielen, Cathy Horger, Beatrice
Guenther, and Janet DeLong. Beatrice has agreed to serve one more term and
Cathy as agreed to serve for the next 2 years. Thanks.
Our trustees see Don Boren, Susan Dunn and Chet Marcin rotating off. What a trio of experience and expertise that is!
Luckily for us, Chet is willing to serve one more year fulfilling the unexpired term that Bob Vincent vacates so he can
serve on the Session. Thanks.
But how can we show our appreciation? Should we get them a plaque? They certainly deserve one. Should we throw
them a party? That would be fun - but not very safe during such a time as these. Should we just let them drift off into
the horizon? That wouldn’t feel right!

At our leadership retreat (January 9), we did take the opportunity to tell them thanks and we gave them an opportunity
to speak, to say anything they wanted to say. There were rich, heart-felt statements of noticing their faith in action and
deep appreciation as they modeled living a life in Christ for us.
This year has also seen four resignations. Marcy St. John, Amy Fry (elders); Terry Housholder (deacons) and Roger
LaPointe (trustee) have all resigned for health or personal reasons. We thank each and every one of you for serving.
Marcy has served this church either as clerk of session or a member of session for at least the last 13 years and maybe
more. What growth, what changes has she seen (and instigated) in this congregation? She was first ordained in 1991
and served a 3-year term. She came back on the session from 2007-2013, then she served again from 2016 to the
present. During those times she was not on the session, she continued serving as clerk. She has been our commissioner
to presbytery and also chaired the most recent interim pastor search committee. Thank you.
So, again I ask, “How do we say thanks to those who have done so much for the church in so many ways?” For one,
we can quote scriptures and say, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:23) Well done. Thank you.

Another way to say “thanks” is for each of us to step-in and step-up following their examples. Terri McNamara has
stepped into the role of Clerk of Session. Dar Bevelhymer, Bob Vincent and Lee Liebetreu have stepped-up onto the
session. Cathy Horger, Beatrice Guenther and Mikel Grenier have stepped-up as Deacons. Chet Marcin, Linda Smith
and Bob Callecod have stepped-up as Trustees. But there is more to do! There is a place for you in leadership. All are
welcome here!
How do you say thanks to those who have done so much for the church in so many ways? Step up in anyway you can.
Everyone is needed- everyone. Thank you, and we mean it, thank you.

Pastor David

HOLY COW!
Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT)
Launch Date February 8, 2021
The Session has been working for the past 18 months on assessing our mission, goals, purposes and organization. We
have hired Holy Cow Consulting (www.holycowconsulting.com) to assist us in moving forward. Holy Cow has an in
-depth survey that our task force has personalized for our congregation which will be available starting Monday,
February 8 – and running through Sunday, February 28, 2021.
The Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT) is a customizable assessment instrument that can help us:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Measure the level of satisfaction and energy in the congregation.
Identify the critical success factors for improving organizational climate.
Pinpoint the strengths of our congregation’s culture.
Discover where members would like to go in the future.
Gauge readiness for change.
Uncover potential resources we may be missing.
Prepare us for a search for our next pastor.

This survey will be sent to you either via your email, or a hard copy will be sent to your home address if you do not
have email. This survey will take between 20 and 25 minutes to complete. If you take it on-line you must complete it
in one sitting. Once you close the document you will not be able to return to it.
Please, please, please give us thirty minutes of your un-interrupted time to help us hear from everyone. Who is God
calling us to be? What is God calling us to do? How can we best respond to God’s call to live into our Mission
Statement:
First Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Ohio is a Christian community focused on glorifying God by being:
•

Welcoming in worship

•

Inclusive by intention

•

Joyful in doing justice

Steadfast in loving God and neighbor . Our worship and our downtown facility are creatively traditional – our
commitment to mission and service is innovative and relentless. We strive, in all facets of our common life and
mission, to be a church “Where Christ welcomes all.”
A report will be generated from the answers with an interpretation to be shared with Session and other leaders. For
more information contact any of the Holy Cow Task Force members: Christina Guenther, Donna Nelson-Beene,
Jennifer Codding, Tammy Schnitker or Pastor David

Needing Clarification on Vaccines?
There has been a lot of confusion about who is eligible for the vaccine and where we can receive it. For answers to all of your questions:
Call Wood County Senior Citizen’s Center (419) 353-5661
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!
The entire staff, (Tammy, Adriane, Mikel, Gale, Aaron, Adam, Abe, Brock, Hannah, Christina, Fernando and
Monica) and I want to thank you for your thoughtfulness and generosity expressed by the gracious checks each of
us received from you, the congregation, early this January. That was so generous and so greatly appreciated!
We also want to thank our “Secret Santa” who placed a microwave and a dorm-sized refrigerator in the Office
Suite early January. We have our suspicions as to “who” you are but that hasn’t been confirmed- so, we send a
great big THANK YOU publicly.
Pastor David
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YOUTH AND MORE

Officers of the
Church

1:00 PM

Feb. 7 - Confirmation Class
Feb. 14 - Service Project
Feb. 21 - Youth Group
Feb. 25 - Intergenerational Activity

Session Members
Dar Bevelhymer

Christina Guenther
Lisa Lawson LaPointe
Carolyn Layne
Lee Liebetreu
Terri McNamara
Donna Nelson Beene
Gale Swanka
Bob Vincent
David Montgomery,
Moderator

We are back from winter break and definitely enjoyed our holidays! We have
jumped right back into school work and added a new student to our roster. We
were able to help the church with putting away Christmas decorations and
cleaning up the sanctuary. The students love to help whenever they can, and
not just because it gets them out of school work for a little bit and sometimes
they get treats from the church! We really have a good little group so far this
year and continue to wish everyone good health and happiness.

Deacon Members

Thank you to everyone who returned a pledge card to the church – you are
amazing! We begin the new year with 69 family units pledging $236,122. Twentyeight increased their pledges this year.

Peggy Brigham
Sandi Carsey
Mikel Grenier
Beatrice Guenther
Cathy Horger
Dave Horger
Dave Hyslop
Dick Martin
Jan McLaughlin
Adriane Weisert

Trustee Members
Bob Callecod
Mike Evans
Drew Hanna
Joyce Kepke
Chet Marcin
Terri McNamara
Linda Smith

Alternative School

_________________________________________________________

A FINANCIAL UPDATE

Our pledged giving last year was $223,648. Unfortunately, not everyone was able to
completely finish paying their pledges but this had been a difficult year in so many
ways. As one example, we budgeted last year for income from plate offerings (not
pledged) and we can’t pass a plate on-line! But with careful spending and savings
generated with the building closed we have finished the year under
budget. Remarkable!

It is interesting how many people find PayPal an easy way to make their contributions
on-line – a new world! It is also reassuring how many people faithfully find envelopes
and stamps to send checks by mail. And many of our members are now contributing
directly from their IRAs, a tax advantage for them and a steady income for the church.
Bottom line is that financially we are surviving the pandemic thanks to the generosity
of our faithful members and friends. Thank you, thank you, thank you.
Joyce Kepke, Financial Secretary
__________________________________________________________

Kindreds Spirits

Kindreds Spirits will continue the study of lamenting on February 8 at 7:00 pm via
Zoom. "Lamenting the City" will be the topic. Come join us for what is likely to be a
stimulating discussion.
For connection details, please call Julie Smith Maekask
(419-247-1794).
__________________________________________________________

HELP WANTED

Pamela Short, a retired Presbyterian minister living in Bowling Green, is in need of
someone with carpenter skills.
Replace floor under sink
Re-hang bi-fold closet doors
Put new slides on kitchen drawers
Caulk around sinks
If interested and available please contact Pamela 419-806-4326 or
pamelashort2002@gmail.com
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Welcome to Our New Choral Scholar
Christina Csernyik is a current senior at Bowling Green State University studying music education
with a specialization in choral music. She is a member of the Women’s chorus, A Cappella choir,
Collegiate Chorale, University Dance Alliance, and Tonal Eclipse pop a cappella. After graduation
Christina is excited to foster her future students passion for music by hopefully teaching high school
choir.

February Birthdays
Bob Vincent

February 6

Evelyn Bachman

February 11

Amy Fry

February 12

Dave Horger

February 13

James Bachman

February15

Bonnie Stearns

February 22

Phebe Shawver

February 24

Patrick Halleck

February 26

Tim Hammersmith February 26
Pam Orr

Page 4

February 27
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Worship Overview - February 2021
Invitation to observe a Holy Lent
Lent is a time for evangelism and true conversion- a time for growing into Christ through repentance,
fellowship, prayer, fasting and concentration upon our baptismal vocation to be signs of God’s Realm in this
world. The themes of repentance and preparation for sharing the death and resurrection of Christ are basic to
those preparing for Baptism and Confirmation, but also to the whole body of Christians who seek to renew
their baptismal faith. Lent is NOT “merely giving up something,” but taking upon ourselves the intention and
the signs of true participation in the mystery of God-with-us.
My prayer is that the discipline of Lent will sustain and refresh us so that we might give full expression to
church commitments on through the rest of our lives. May God bless our Lenten Journey.
Join us each Wednesday evening at 5:30 for lectionary Bible Study on Zoom and then join us
each Sunday on Facebook Live at 10 am for worship.

February 7, 2021 thru 28
February 7

“Finding the Center So We May Soar”

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

Mark 1:29-39; Isaiah 40:18-31

Sacrament of Holy Communio

Isaiah is writing to the Israelites who were defeated, deflated and depressed. But amidst all
this, Isaiah calls us to remember that God is the Creator. Isaiah reminds us of what we already know, that
God is still God and worthy to be praised. Isaiah saw victory and life when others only saw defeat and death.
Isaiah invites us to open our eyes to the new which God is doing in our midst.
February 14

“Mystery Upon Mystery”

Transfiguration of the Lord

Mark 9:2-9

“Who is this Jesus?” Mark wants to reveal to us the true identity of Jesus. All along Mark’s Gospel the

author wants us to understand that Jesus really is the Son of God, the Beloved. We often profess Jesus as
fully human AND fully divine. Do we even know what it means to be fully human? And can we even begin to
comprehend the idea of being fully divine? Mystery abounds! The story of Jesus’ Transfiguration speaks of
mystery and holiness. What can we take from this story of God’s acknowledgement of Jesus’ place in our
lives? Plus, Heidi and Mike Nees-Carver are presenting their son, Wyatt Lowell, for infant baptism.

February 17

“Remember, You Are Dust and That’s a Good Thing”

Ash Wednesday 7 pm Service

Genesis 2:7

Walter Brueggemann wrote, “This is a crucial and well-known text for understanding and articulating a
biblical notion of human personhood. This formula affirms four matters: first, the human person is
fundamentally and elementally material in origin and composition, genuinely an “earth-creature,” subject to all
the realities and limitations of materiality. Second, because the human person is an “earth-creature,” it
belongs with, to, and for the earth, and all other creators share the same qualities of life. Third, this mass of
earth (“dust’) is no self-starter. In and of itself, it remains inanimate and lifeless. “Dust from the ground” by
itself is no human person. Fourth, the vitality of the human person depends on God’s gift of breath which is
freely and graciously given without cause, but which never becomes the property or possession of the human
person.” (Journal for Preachers, Vol. XIV, No 2, Lent 1991) Join us remembering our Creator and our
Creature-ness.

Page 5

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering

February 21

“God for the Journey”

First Sunday of Lent

Mark 1:9-15

Communion

Gilbert K. Chesterton, the English writer of the early 20th century said, “Christianity has not been tried and
found wanting; it has been found difficult and not tried.” Let’s maybe try Christianity this Lenten Season. This holy and
blessed time, let’s channel our energies toward building the relationship with Jesus that God always intended.
February 28

“What Mastercard Taught Me About Spreading the Gospel”

Lisa Lawson, preaching

Second Sunday of Lent
There's a credit card for every possible financial need and situation. The Gospel has solutions for all
people. How do we spread the Good News to people who need to hear it?
________________________________________________________________________________
COVID19 Lent—Part Two
“The buildings will be closed until further notice.” That was the email I received from my school district’s superintendent
on March 13th, 2020. I did not handle the reality of what was happening very well; as a second year teacher trying to build
up a successful music program, this was an interruption I didn’t have time for. What was, initially, a three-week closure of
school meant those were three wasted educational weeks. Three weeks of instruction time I could never get back. Three
weeks of musical skills not being honed. Three weeks of students losing their connection to school, to each other, and to
our music program.
More than just the interruption to my school job, however, this disturbance came right in the middle of something else very
important to me and to Christians everywhere - the season of Lent.
Lent is a journey every year, and an opportunity unlike any other in our liturgical calendar to engage in private reflection. We
come to a time of solitary meditation and prayer, where we search our hearts and consider how we do our part as followers
of Christ. In addition to the aforementioned aspects, it is a time where we church musicians are given the unique challenge
of trying to guide our congregation’s Lenten journeys through the music and hymns we select. We know the importance of
music and song in church, as stated in Psalm 7.17: “I will praise the Lord according to His righteousness, and I will sing
praise to the name of the Lord most high”. Each week in church we join our voices in faithful song, as the Holy Spirit raises it
up in collective glory to Heaven. We shape our spiritual approach to being a faithful child of God through the powerful and
moving hymns that we sing. This is never more important than during the time of Lent; even given the individualistic nature
of our Lenten journeys, it needs to be emphasized that we do not go it alone through our lifelong journeys of faith. The
communal act of singing reminds us that God is always with us, and that we can rely on our church community for support
and encouragement.
Last January, as I do every year, I set about planning my organ music for the upcoming Lenten season, unaware of the
impending interruption that would bring about an abrupt end to in-person worship… an end to our church music, an end to
singing together. A “silent” Easter came and went, devoid of a beautifully decorated church bursting with well-dressed
congregants and filled with the sound of musical pomp and circumstance.
This January, as I do every year, I am setting about planning my organ music for the upcoming Lenten season. This time,
however, I am fully aware of the ongoing interruption to our lives. This time, the normal questions that I ask myself, like
“Does the music fit liturgically?”, “Is the music quality”, “Does the music present a good balance,” and “Is the music faithful in
its content and support our worship and develop our faith” will be supplemented by two new questions: “How can the music
support/validate our experiences and what we’ve learned in this COVID world?” and “How did we find God in this difficult
year?”. I will keep the latter question on my mind everyday during my music selection: “How did we find God in this
difficult year?”.
When I think back on my year, I realize my times of struggle were times I turned from God. My times of uncertainty were a
result of blaming God for allowing something to happen that negatively interfered with my life. My times of great sadness
were times of selfishness, when I was thinking “I don’t have time for this” or “This gets in my way of success”. I focused
inward and allowed my faith to waver. But what I have always found to be one of the most important aspects of faith is that it
endures, even when challenged the most. So as Lent approaches this year, let God guide me in personal development. Let
me take lessons from this year and be reminded that, even without singing in a church building, there is no “interrupted
time” when we spend it in God’s love. I hope and pray my music may guide you as you undertake your journeys as well.
Adam P. Miller
Organist & Accompanist
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FROM THE LA CONEXIÓN NEWSLETTER

LA CONEXIÓN AND ALLIES LAUNCH A STRONG PUSH FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM

With our allies at the NW Ohio Immigrant Rights Network, we are launching a strong push for
immigration reform and we need your help! A window of opportunity will open to advance the rights
of immigrants, asylees and refugees, but it won’t be free of challenges. We are still in the planning
stages, but we can announce that our Advocacy Action Team is developing communication pieces to advocate for
immigration reform and immigrant rights with the new administration and members of Congress. The Education
Action Team is also planning trainings, educational events, and book readings. We will keep you informed as details
unfold! Please contact us if you are interested in collaborating with this campaign.
LA CONEXIÓN YOUTH GROUP EMERGING

Part of the re-energized push for immigration reform will involve engaging the youth in our community. Many of our
youth are first-generation Americans with parents who are undocumented, and the fear of deportation and
separation is always present. For some, the destruction of their families through deportation has been a reality.
Other youth are Dreamers, or DACA recipients, and others might be undocumented themselves. They know they
and their parents are honest, hard-working immigrants and it’s hard to understand why their rights and the rights of
their parents are still not recognized and respected. We are happy to present the La Conexión Youth Group
Coordinator, Zeltzin Contreras-Gomez (pictured right). More news about the Youth Group will be announced in
upcoming La Voz issues and social media venues!
For more information, check their website https://laconexionwc.wixsite.com/laconexion

_______________________________________________________________________________
We are excited to share that trees have been planted in the green space on the S. Grove St. side of the
church. This is the first step in landscaping this area. There are now two elm trees and one plane tree
next to our parking lot. These trees were recommended in part because they grow well in bad
soil. Many of you may recall that the old Junior High School used to stand in the area which is now our
green space, as well as the Wooster Green. We believe there is still some old foundation under the soil so picking the right tress was important. There are also three juniper trees at the north edge of the building to help partly hide the
air conditioning unit. Here's some pictures of the trees. We're looking forward to seeing the elms and plane tree in bloom in the
spring!!
Submitted by Gale Swanka

Tip of the month Are you paying your bills on line? I suspect many of you are already doing this. You can
ask companies to send you your statement electronically, and then pay them on line through your bank
account. It saves paper and postage. I've also found that my payments arrive on time, which saves possible
finance charges.
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Staff at First Presbyterian
Interim Pastor,
Rev. David M. Montgomery
revdmm@gmail.com
419/345-2193

YOUR TRUSTEES

Christian Life Coordinator
Adriane Weisert
adriane.fpcbg@gmail.com
419/494-1343

At the January meeting Chet Marcin was elected chair and Joyce Kepke was elected
secretary. The trustees for the year are Chet, Joyce. Drew Hanna, Mike Evans, Terri
McNamara, and new members Bob Callecod and Linda Smith. The meeting time was
changed to the second Wednesday of the month.

Organist & Accompanist
Adam P. Miller

Chet reported he is working on snow blower repairs, the completion of various
plumbing repairs around the building and a possible roof leak in the balcony. Gearhart
is looking for solutions for air-conditioning problems which may involve a big expense
for a new chiller.

adam.miller2@rockets.utoledo.edu

734/693-7176

Choir Director
Aaron Roos,
akroos@bgsu.edu
216/970-6518
Office Administrator
Tammy Schnitker
bgpresb@wcnet.org
419/352-5176
Receptionist, Mikel Grenier
fpcmikel@gmail.com
419/352-5176

Office Information
Monday-Church Closed
Tues.—Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Phone: 419/352-5176
Fax: 419/352-8808
E-mail: bgpresb@wcnet.org
Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org
The office is closed daily for
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Have you
‘liked’ us on
Facebook?
Just enter the
church name!
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The pastor reported that the live streaming project is working well with just a sound
board problem to address. The Trustees may need to contract with a new consultant(s)
for the live streaming and web design projects due to the current consultant moving to
Nebraska.
The Trustees divided up the various trustee responsibilities for the year: Drew oversight of insurance and the sexton; Linda cleaning supplies and liaison with groups
meeting in the church; Mike member of the Finance Committee and reviewing monthly
budget reports; Terry liaison with Session and representative to the Personnel
Committee; and Bob overseer of the landscaping around the building; and Joyce
minutes and Crier article. Everything else will fall to Chet! Chet again spoke of the
trustee’s commitment to the recruitment of congregational members to help with
specific one-time projects since there are now fewer trustees.
Our building is beautiful but old so the trustees never find a lack of new challenges.
Submitted by Chet Marcin
________________________________________________________________________________

Board of Deacons News

The deacons put the chaotic year of 2020 to rest with a highly successful Christmas "Drive Thru" servicing 59 individuals and/or families along with 80 kids.All the families received
$75.00 gift cards from Aldis and the kids got $25.00 gift cards from Walmart. This could not
have been done without the incredible generosity of this congregation. Every time we've
requested your financial assistance you have come through. You make it a privilege to do the
work of this church. Again, thank you.
During our deacon's time at the "Zoom" retreat in early January, we discussed our successes
and ways to serve the church and the community better in 2021. Last year, due to covid-19, the
Deacon's Shop was either closed or open only every other Thursday with masks required, and
only three permitted to shop at any one time along with a 15 minute time limit. It worked, but
it's likely once the virus is under control we will return to opening the shop every week with the
possibility of opening at different times or different days. Another one of the events the First
Presbyterian Church has spearheaded, the annual Crop Walk, was cancelled due to the virus.
Since this event hasn't generated much support from other churches in recent years we will be
exploring a different type of event for 2021. Meanwhile, come December, we plan on returning
to normal and serving breakfast and distributing gifts to celebrate the Deacon's Christmas
ministry.
Our next meeting will be held in March with the hope
that many, if not all, will have received at least the first
covid-19 shot and we can meet in person in the
Fellowship Hall.
Submitted by Dave Horger
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February 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study by
Zoom

Choral Scholars
6:00 pm

12

13

19

20

26

27

7 pm Mission
Committee (Zoom)

7
Worship (FB Live)
10 am

8

9

Launch Holy Cow
(CAT)

10
5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study by
Zoom

Annual Meeting
11am (Zoom)

Trustees 7:00 pm

11
Worship Committee 5:00 pm
Choral Scholars
6:00 pm

Confirmation Class
1 pm

14

15

Worship (FB Live)
10 am (Wyatt
Carver Baptism)

16

17

18

Presbytery Meeting
10:00 am - 3 pm

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study by
Zoom

Choral Scholars
6:00 pm

7:00 pm Session

Ash Wednesday
Service 7:00 pm
(FB Live)

1:00 pm Service
project

21
Worship (FB Live)
10 am First Sunday
of Lent Communion
1 pm Youth Group

28
Worship (FB Live )
10 am (Lisa Lawson
Preaching)
1 pm Intergenerational Gathering
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22
(Pastor David on
vacation 2/22-3/8)

23

24

25

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study by
Zoom

Choral Scholars
6:00 pm

Outreach Committee 3:30 pm

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
126 South Church Street
Bowling Green OH 43402
phone:419/352-5176
email:bgpresb@wcnet.org
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org
We are on Facebook.

