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(U.S.A.)

April 2021

Dear Friends and Family in First Pres,
How many of you have received at least one of your COVID-19
Vaccines? Ann Marie and I received our second Pfizer shot Monday, March 15!
The nurse called it “Your ticket to freedom!” We did have a very real sense of
release from the pandemic that has kept us physically apart for over a year now.
We are now making plans to see our children and grandchildren. Yes, even with
both shots, we will continue to wear masks in public, remain at least 6 feet away
from others, wash and sanitize our hands regularly and avoid large gatherings.
We still will not be eating in restaurants, but that’s just us being very cautious.
The Trustees, Worship Committee as well as the Session have discussed the ever-burning question,
“When will we be able to worship together again?”
I was pleased with the Trustee’s conclusion, “to take the care of our congregation members
seriously.” With that foundation, the Worship Committee is planning on “Outdoor Services on the Wooster
Green” the first Sunday of each month starting in May and going through August. These will be communion

services. The other three services in each month will continue on Facebook Live. Session has concurred
and will continue to assess the pandemic finding our guidance through the CDC and Governor’s Office.
Who knows? Maybe by mid-May, when most of us have had our vaccination and community immunity, we
can once again gather safely with masks, social distancing and no congregational singing for worship inside
this beautiful sanctuary! What a celebration that will be!
“But what about Easter?” some will ask. This is where the fun really begins!
Easter Sunday, April 4 will begin with a Sunrise Service at 7 am in the Church Courtyard. Dress
appropriately for we don’t know what kind of weather we will experience and bring a chair if you want to sit
for this brief celebration of New Life!
Then at the Easter Sunday 10 am service, we will be on Facebook Live with a brass quintet and the
Hallelujah Chorus! So, remain at home, tune in to our festive service complete with Holy Communion.
Let’s continue to live with deep respect for the most vulnerable and as always, be blessed and stay
safe.

Pastor David

It's Lent! Which means it's also time for One Great Hour of Sharing!
Here's some of the ways the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special offering helps:
• Through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the OGHS offering has sent funds to aid domestic
response such as COVID assistance programs. It also aids internationally by providing disaster
assistance and helping refugees.
• OGHS funds also go to the Presbyterian Hunger Program. In 2019, this program sent over
$1 millon to 20 countries, including programs to alleviate famine in countries including South Sudan,
Somalia, Yemen, and Nigeria, as well as programs in the United States.
The third major area to benefit from the OGHS is the Self-Development of People. Grants have
been given to groups with projects such as renovation of a senior center, refugee assistance, homeless
aid, substance abuse recovery, and help in providing health care.
One Great Hour of Sharing is one of the most impactful offerings of the year. To send a check to the
church please write “OGHS 2021” on the memo line or us our PayPal app that is attached to most emails
or the church’s website. Thanks for your generosity!
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PALM/PASSION SUNDAY

March 28

10 am FB Live

“Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!” is a very familiar and
uplifting passage that we love to hear and see the Parade of Palms. Yes, we will celebrate with
palms and raise our voices but then we move quickly to the Passion, the Death of Christ. We
see in Philippians “the rest of the story”, as they say. The Beloved Only Child of God is then
humbled and obedient to death, death on a cross. The Parade of Palms and the shouts of Hosanna then
become a time for us to bow on bended knees.
MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 1

7 pm

Zoom <LINK> (below)

On this night we remember and celebrate the final supper Jesus shared with his disciples in
the context of Passover. Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, and so we will wash each other’s
feet. We will gather at The Table, each of us in our own homes, as intimately as we can on
Zoom. We will share in the liturgy. All who wish to have a speaking part will have the words
sent out before Thursday. The Choral Scholars will offer songs as we commune with our Church Family. In
this service we will hear Jesus’ command to love one another.
Time: Apr 1, 2021 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85793375558?pwd=S3pFQ0cxMzVkTmNJK2VwSCs4eFZlQT09
Meeting ID: 857 9337 5558
Passcode: 362519
GOOD FRIDAY Wood County Community Service

April 2

Noon via YouTube <link> (will be sent)

FPC BG joins with eight (8) other churches in Wood County for a reflective, somber, holy
service. We gather through YouTube with St. Aloysius Catholic, St. Paul’s, Peace, St. Mark’s
Lutheran Churches, Trinity, and First United Methodist Churches, First Christian and Church
of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints. Our Choral Scholars and our organist, Adam Miller
are providing the music for this powerful, thought provoking, spirit-filled service recognizing
the death of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
EASTER SUNDAY

April 4

In-person & FB Live

7 a.m. Sunrise Service in our Court Yard - We will shout, “He is Risen! HE IS
RISEN INDEED!” Of course, we will all be wearing masks and social distancing- but we
will meet in-person in the court yard. This service will be a brief grand celebration of the
Resurrection! Mary found the tomb EMPTY! Jesus was not there!
10 a.m. via Facebook Live - The Grand Celebration of the Resurrection! The trumpets will blast! The brass
sextet will shake the rafters as we give praise and glory to God who defeats death and offers us life! From
your home, we will gather for prayer and praise and Holy Communion. Stay to the end for the Hallelujah
Chorus! He is risen! He is risen indeed!
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Trumpet 1: Brian Kuderik

Trumpet 2: Gerhard Hofer

Horn: Ronald Koch

Trombone 1: Maria Eley

Trombone 2: Michael Borjas

Tuba: Elliot Nickeson

Remember the church in your will.

Officers of the
Church

Session Members
Dar Bevelhymer
Christina Guenther
Lisa Lawson LaPointe
Carolyn Layne
Lee Liebetreu
Terri McNamara
Donna Nelson Beene
Gale Swanka
Bob Vincent
David Montgomery,
Moderator

Deacon Members
Peggy Brigham
Sandi Carsey
Mikel Grenier
Beatrice Guenther
Cathy Horger
Dave Horger
Dave Hyslop
Dick Martin
Jan McLaughlin
Adriane Weisert

Trustee Members
Bob Callecod
Mike Evans
Drew Hanna
Joyce Kepke
Chet Marcin
Terri McNamara
Linda Smith

BUILDING COMMUNITY
Just want to be sure you know Sunday Afternoon Activities are open to
EVERYONE! This is NOT exclusively a youth group thing. The invitation
it is open to all. Each Sunday we schedule on a rotating basis

confirmation class, all church gathering, youth group, then a service
project. Come make connections. We meet every Sunday (except
Easter) at 1 pm.
March 28- Green Team presentation on the Green Space
via Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88618018986?
pwd=TVRlVzNFcHJidnh2SU96dW9zeHNFQT09
Meeting ID: 886 1801 8986
Passcode: 536460
April 4- Easter Celebrations in your own homes
April 11- Service Project- Spring Cleaning at the Church
Property - We’ll be inside and outside sprucing up the
sanctuary, fellowship hall and building our community
garden in the Green Space all in preparation to be able
to re-open mid-May. Come lend a hand.
April 18- Confirmation Class: What Does it Mean to Show
Christ’s Love? In Fellowship Hall.

April 25-Field Day with Recreation Specialist Rev.
David Montgomery. Fun and frolicking for all. Pastor
David has a bachelor’s degree in Recreation Leadership
and a career full of experiences. There will be activities
for all ages and all physical abilities. Come for FUN!
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Staff at First Presbyterian
Interim Pastor,
Rev. David M. Montgomery
revdmm@gmail.com
419/345-2193
Organist & Accompanist
Adam P. Miller

adam.miller2@rockets.utoledo.edu

734/693-7176

Choir Director
Aaron Roos,
akroos@bgsu.edu
216/970-6518
Office Administrator
Tammy Schnitker
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
419/352-5176
Receptionist, Mikel Grenier
fpcmikel@gmail.com
419/352-5176

Office Information
Monday-Church Closed
Tues.—Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Phone: 419/352-5176
Fax: 419/352-8808
E-mail:
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.
com
Website:
firstpresbyterianbg.org
The office is closed daily for
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Have you
‘liked’ us on
Facebook?
Just enter the
church name!

Green Team - The Green Team is happy to
announce that we have been certified as an
Earth Care Congregation for the second
year. As an Earth Care Congregation, we have
pledged to do our part to care for God's
earth. There are four areas to concentrate on:
worship, facilities, outreach, and education. This has been a tough year,
and we were not able to do everything that we had hoped. For instance,
we had scheduled an electronics recycling day for last April, but had to
cancel that event. We switched to glass communion cups for anyone
having communion at an in-person service. We also placed native
plantings in the north side garden. We have made a lot of progress on
plans for the green space, and had three trees planted in that area. We'll
make more progress in that area with the arrival of spring.
Tip of the month - The City of Bowling Green is
kicking off its composting program
beginning March 26. You can collect
compostable items and bring them out to the
Public Works area off E. Poe Rd. near the
recycling center. Items that can be composted include fruits, vegetables,
grains, pasta, beans, coffee grounds, egg shells, raw or cooked meat,
and unlined paper such as coffee filters and paper towels. These
leftovers are items that most people throw away, but can now be turned
into useful compost that might be used to grow plants. You can also get
a 5 gallon bucket from the city by calling 419-354-6222 or email
sustainability@bgohio.org.
Deacon's meeting
report for April 2021 The Board of Deacons
met on March 14th in
The Fellowship Hall and
discussed plans for 2021. It was decided the Deacons’ Shop should remain
closed until the church opens again. Martha's kitchen also remains closed
although a test service was to be done at First United Methodist Church to
determine when it might start up again. And with many questions still
unanswered pertaining to Covid-19, no definite plans can be made concerning
The Crop Walk. An entirely different type of event is being considered.
Meanwhile the deacons are hopeful that we can return to our traditional activity
of serving breakfast in The Fellowship Hall for this year's Christmas Breakfast
and Ministry. Due to the incredible generosity of our congregation, we were
able to present $75.00 gift cards from Aldi and $25.00 gift cards from Wal-Mart
to 59 individuals and families as well as 80 kids during our "drive-through" to
help make this past Christmas a much better experience after a tough
year. With the continued support of the congregation the board is hoping to
increase the gift card dollar amounts this Christmas.
The board will meet again on May 2nd immediately following the
outdoor service. Everyone is welcome. Submitted by Dave Horger
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HOLY COW
ASSESSMENT
SUCCESS!
Holy Cow! We
received 76
Congregational Assessment Tool Surveys

DATABASE DISCOVERY TEAM (DDT)
Did you know we have a SimpleChurch

returned! THANK YOU! I appreciate Susan
Rowland Miller’s leading the session and a few

Team, affectionately named DDT (Database

other church leaders through the interpretation of

Discovery Team)? This group is waiting in the

the survey results Saturday, March 13. She left us

wings for us to get a good handle on the Holy

with the instruction to “let it simmer for 4 weeks as

Cow Assessment. Then this incredible team,

we seek discernment”. We do not need, and

convened by Susan Dunn, will help coordinate

should not, rush through this process. This is not

and support all the ministries of the church. As

the end, but a new beginning on identifying who

we learn and utilize this software program, it will

we are, what are our priorities, where is our

truly aid our communications and collaborative

energy and where are we headed. We want to

efforts.

find ways to share the results, hear your

Those serving with Susan on DDT are:

questions and listen to the congregation as a

Mike Evans, Joyce Kepke, Beatrice Guenther,

whole.

Terri McNamara, Mikel Grenier, Marcy St.John

I surely envision setting up sharing and listening

and Tammy Schnitker (staff). Thank you one and

sessions after Easter all the way through the

all!

summer. This is good, hard work we have in front
of us. Thank you for your patience and

Prayer List: Bill

willingness to wrestle with who we are as a

Brannan- died

church and who has God called us to be?

3/12; Bill Titus-

Let the Holy Cow Committee hear from you:

starting chemo; Mary Frances Moss- breast

Christina Guenther, Donna Nelson-Beene,

cancer surgery; Michelle McDonald- job

Jennifer Codding, Tammy Schnitker and David

hunting; Marsha Foster- seeking a new start;

Montgomery.

Nettie Rose- back surgery; Marcy St. John- foot
surgery; Dale LaPointe- recovering from
surgery; Ron Schnitker- in hospital; Eniko
Szentkiralyi- younger brother died early March;
Chuck Boyer- motorcycle accident; Jackson
LaPointe- continued tests
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Welcome to our newest member...
I’m Michelle McDonald, I live in Perrysburg. I am a chaplain. I formerly worked as
a hospice chaplain in Fremont this past year. I’m currently looking for new employment. I
have been attending here since December 2019, just before the pandemic hit and
changed our lives.
I have three daughters: Rachel(25), Meg(23), and my Ali(14) whom I’ve brought
to church with me a few times. She currently lives with her father in Springboro about two
and a half hours south of here.
I began coming here because of your warmth and inclusiveness to the LGBTQI
community and social justice platform that the church body preserves here at First Presbyterian Church Bowling

Green. I’ve found all whom I’ve met to be quite welcoming; moreover, my daughter Ali
immediately felt a welcoming presence within the church.
Ali recently came out to me as Pansexual giving me even more reason to have an
inclusive environment for us to worship. Since my time as a Director of Christian Education,
I’ve been inclusive of all communities and have loved everyone. I’ve worked with children,
youth, adults and older adults for close to fifteen plus years. I’ve offered to step in and give
my services to the church and help create programs that will minister to our congregation.
I’m excited to join FPCBG and am looking forward to being with you. I’m also helping with Sunday
morning services! So, you may see me occasionally lighting the candles or running the prayer requests up. And,
I am also learning to work the camera!
Information to add to your directory: Michelle McDonald, 5151 Preston Parkway W., Perrysburg 43551;
Phone: 513-919-6821 Email: michelle.mcdonald@my.lpts.edu

It's time for the Birthday Offering...one of two special offerings of Presbyterian
Women. This year there are three major projects for large amounts!
The first is Golden Gate Ranch in Des Moines, Iowa...a Christian organization that
provides for housing and restorative & transitional services for women who have been
sexually exploited and their children. Housing is already in place and this grant is to
provide an education center for programming, therapeutic services and vocations
rehabilitation Requested amount is $150,000.
Memorial Drive Ministries in Stone Mountain, Georgia will be the second recipient. Seven churches,
including the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta support these ministries which provide a place of welcome to diverse
worshiping communities and services. This grant will replace a desperately needed roof to replace one that
leaks where after-school activities take place. $77,061
A mission hospital in Malawi, Africa is the third recipient. This grant will provide funds for a women's health
center .... area specifically for women's services adjacent to the existing hospital. $129,145
Please support this offering by making a check out to Presbyterian Women with "birthday offering"
in the memo. Checks can be dropped off at the church or sent to treasurer Alyce Platz. Thanks for your
help
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April 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Maundy
Thursday

Fri

Sat

2 Good Friday

3

12 Noon - BGMA
7 - Worship
Community Good
Service via Zoom Friday

4 7 a.m. Sunrise
Service in the
Courtyard

5

6

7

10 Worship via FB
Live

8

9

10

16

17

23 MAY

24

5 Worship Mtg.
via Zoom

7 Mission Mtg via
Zoom
6 Choir
Rehearsal
11 10 Worship via 12
FB Live
1 Spring Cleaning

18 10 Worship
via FB Live

13

7 Kindred Spirits
Circle via Zoom

19

20

15

7 Trustees in the
Fellowship Hall

6 Choir
Rehearsal

21 MAY

22

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

11:15 Staff Mtg.
1 Confirmation

25
10 Worship via FB
Live

14

7 Session via
Zoom

26

7 Green Team
via Zoom

4-9 Aaron Roos
using the

sanctuary and
Green Lounge

27

28

NEWSLETTER
DISTRIBUTED

6 Choir
Rehearsal

29

1 Field Day
6 Choir
Rehearsal
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30

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
126 South Church Street
Bowling Green OH 43402
phone:419/352-5176
email:bgpresb@wcnet.org
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org
We are on Facebook.

Things continue to roll along at the Alternative
School. We are already at the end of the
April 3 - Jan Marcin

third quarter and cannot believe how quickly

April 5 - Lyn Long

this school year is going by! Even though we

April 10 - Tammy Bankey

faced many hurdles the last couple of months

April 13 - June Vogtsberger

including Covid, quarantines, and many snow

April 14 - Steve McEwen

days, the students are progressing well. We are

April 16 - Linda Smith

enjoying the sunshine in the classroom and

April 20 - Don Boren

looking forward to spring to get some fresh air!

April 22 - Mikel Grenier, Ellie Nemeth

As always, we really appreciate everyone who

April 29 - Judy Martin

keeps us in their thoughts and prayers.

April 30 - Mike Evans
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