
THE CRIER 
      June 2021 

Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) 

Dear Family and Friends of First, 

There is excitement brewing in the hallowed halls of this old, beautiful building 

and around these magnificent grounds! What a joy to be back in worship! We are 

continuing to adjust our practices with the changing CDC directives. Thank you 

for your patience and your continued “honoring, respecting and protecting the 

most vulnerable amongst us.” 

The Session, at our meeting May 18, again discussed our worship practices and 

the discussion always came back to the words first spoken by the Trustees that 

we are committed to be sure “we honor, respect and protect our most 

vulnerable.” What that means for all of us is that, even with lessoning restrictions 

from the CDC we realize that their advice is directed at the “fully vaccinated.”  

Even though most of us are “fully vaccinated,” there are those whose preexisting medical conditions, or 

age, or personal preference keep them from receiving a Covid-19 vaccine. And we want to honor them, so 

we all will:  

• continue to wear masks when we are inside      

• exercise social distancing 

• wash our hands often and apply hand sanitizer 

• gently sing behind our masks 

• look out for the other 

Again, thank you for your patience. 

The session did much more than just talked about Covid restrictions. Here are a few updates: 

Session approved changing Aaron Roos 10-month choir director contract to a 12-month contract at the 

same monthly amount ($1,060.90) which means the yearly budget amount for choir director increases 

$10,609 to $12,730.80.  The excess savings we are experiencing by temporarily not having a full-time 

organist or Christian Ed director will free up funds for this year to cover the overage. 

Green Team announced Samantha Codding is close to scheduling work on the labyrinth.  She's shooting 

for mid-June, but still coordinating deliveries and work.  The first phase is to bring in a Bobcat and dig a 

couple inches down.  The next phase is to bring in gravel followed by pavers. 

The excitement of all was the discussion with Rev. Jessie Commeret, our liaison to Presbytery’s Leadership 

Commission (previously known as the Committee on Ministry). With Leadership Commission’s permission 

we are moving forward with establishing a Pulpit Nominating Committee (PCN). See Lisa Lawson’s article 

inside this newsletter and pray. 

We’ve got a lot going on in our faith community! I am excited and honored to share with you this journey we 

call faith. 

     Blessing and Peace and I’ll see you at worship! 

      David 
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 On May 18, the Session met with Rev. Jessie Commeret from the Presbytery's Leadership 

Commission (formerly Committee on Ministry) to explain the process as we move forward with the 

formation of the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). Jessie is pastor of the Findlay Presbyterian 

Church. She will serve as our liaison to Presbytery and Leadership through this process. The Session 

voted on May 18 to form the PNC based on this discussion with Jessie.  

 The group will be comprised of members from the congregation and the congregation will 

approve the PNC members. This is a little different from the interim search that was largely governed 

by the Session.  

We are asking for nominations from the congregation to serve on PNC. You can nominate yourself or 

someone else, but please ask first if you’re nominating someone else. The nominating committee will 

gather these names and work to develop a list to present to the congregation for a vote of approval. We 

want to make sure that this group reflects our congregation. They must be members of the church.  

 We’ll get a “job description” for this group in partnership with Presbytery and Leadership but we 

know some things already. This will be time-intensive, especially in the beginning. The process is 

shorter than it used to be, and we might be able to wrap up by the end of the year. Fingers crossed. 

Technology will make things a bit easier and we can conduct some interviews and meetings over zoom 

to help bridge the miles if need be.  

 Jessie said that PNC will likely need to meet once a week for the first couple of months. Also, at 

least some tech skills will be useful with a willingness to learn Google Docs. We can teach these so 

don’t let that scare you off.  

 If you’re interested in making a nomination, please email Lisa at soprano43402@yahoo.com so 

we can begin to create our committee to present to the congregation.  

Nominating Committee Members: 

 Lisa Lawson 

 Dave Horger 

 Terri McNamara 

 Lee Liebetreu 

 Bob Callecod  

 Marcy St. John 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering 

mailto:soprano43402@yahoo.com
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 Camp Rejoice - What does this mean to you?  For many, it 

is a memory of great summer activities, a place of “calm”, yet 

excitement to be able to “unplug” and get away.  A place to be 

yourself, a place to meet new friends, and often a place to 

connect to people, faith, and feelings that is nearly impossible to 

re-create in daily living.   We have many youth at FPC that have 

experienced camp at this great facility for 1 year, or 7 years, or 

beyond. Each time they go, the feelings come back just at strong 

as the first time they walked on the property.  We want to continue this tradition for our youth.  

 The youth have created envelopes depicting what camp things they are 

looking forward to at camp. On the envelop is an amount of money that they are 

asking you to consider contributing to assist them in funding their camp 

experience.  Each camper will need to raise $300 towards their contribution for 

camp.  If you are able, please take an envelope and fill the envelope with the 

amount on the front and an encouraging note if you are wanting to do so.  Then, 

get the envelope to the church office.  If you are not able to get to the church, 

please feel free to note on your donation that this is for the camper fund, and it will be added to the 

total collected.  So, this year, the goal to raise is $2400.  Please help us in our efforts and help the 

kids get to camp this summer.  Thank you.   

 

 

 

        

Remember the church in your will. 



 

Session Members 

 Dar Bevelhymer                                  
Christina Guenther            

Lisa Lawson LaPointe 
Carolyn Layne              
Lee Liebetreu                        

Terri McNamara                                 
Donna Nelson Beene  

Gale Swanka                            
Bob Vincent                            

David Montgomery,               
Moderator 

 

Deacon Members 

 Peggy Brigham                                 
Sandi Carsey                                          
Mikel Grenier                

Beatrice Guenther                                                                     
Cathy Horger                              
Dave Horger                                                                     
Dave Hyslop                                                                                                         
Dick Martin                                                                                                         

Jan McLaughlin                     
Adriane Weisert 

 

Trustee Members 

 Bob Callecod                   
Mike Evans                            
Drew Hanna                             
Joyce Kepke                             
Chet Marcin                                

Terri McNamara                        
Linda Smith                                                         

                             

Officers of the 
Church 
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Worship Overview – May 2021 

Join us each Wednesday evening at 5:30 for lectionary Bible Study on Zoom and 

then join us each Sunday on Facebook Live at 10 am for worship.  

2nd Sunday after Pentecost    When Jesus Went Home: That’s Really When the Trouble Began 
June 6 Outdoor Worship/Communion                  2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35 
   By the third chapter of Mark, Jesus has a huge following. Then he goes “home” and 
“home” is where Jesus found trouble. He wasn’t playing by the socially acceptable rules. He challenges 
the age-old definition of “holy”. When his family comes to restrain him, control him, he said, “Who is my 
mother? Who are my brothers?” My questions are, “Who sets the standards for our life? Who is our 
model? How do we set our bearings?” 
 
3rd Sunday after Pentecost         We Are Well Known By God            2 Corinthians 5:6-17 
June 13      
  The Apostle Paul says, “We are well known by God.” God knows us. God knows us better 
than we know ourselves. Do we try to hide from God? Do we try to fool ourselves by acting better than 
we are? Do we trust that this God who knows us inside and out, also loves us beyond a shadow of a 
doubt? What would it take for us to put down our defenses and our masks and truly be who God 
created us to be? 

4th Sunday after Pentecost  Now is the Day of Salvation              Mark 4:35-41 
June 20      
   Jesus is with his disciples on the bank of the Sea of Galilee healing and teaching, gaining 
quite a following. Then he says, “Let’s cross over to the other side” which takes him out of his 
neighborhood, Jewish land, in to Gentile territory. He heads toward the “outsiders”, the “others.” If 
Jesus stands as the example for the church today, this story raises for us the question, who are the 
“strangers”, the “others” whom we have neglected? 

5th Sunday after Pentecost, June 27                                    Guest Preacher- Amy Remaklas  
 
6th Sunday after Pentecost                One Nation Under God                    2 Samuel 5:1-10 
July 4 Outdoor Worship/Communion          
   
   At the climax of King David’s reign Israel was one, united kingdom. Never had life been 
better in Israel and never again would Israel reach such a high station in the world. Where are we as a 
nation? Are we one nation under God? How can we serve this One God in our land? In our city? In our 
daily lives? The God, whom we are under, is the God who created the heavens and the earth. The 
God, whom we are under, is the God who claims us in the waters of baptism and calls us God’s very 
own. 

7th Sunday after Pentecost                    Join the Dance          2 Samuel 6:1-5,12b-19 
July 11 - Commission Campers           
  
   King David raises a ruckus when he throws inhibitions away and rejoices in God’s 
goodness and joyfully responds to God’s gift of love and compassion. King David danced because he 
found himself in the presence of God. Can we join in the dance? 

8th Sunday after Pentecost        Where God Lives            2 Samuel 7:1-10 
July 18      
   King David wants to build God a house where God would live. David is thankful for all 
God has done in leading Israel to prosperity and peace. But God does not need walls and ceilings and 
beautiful architecture. God’s wants to dwell in our hearts. God wants a place from whence to love. Can 
we prepare ourselves to be a dwelling place for God? 

9th Sunday after Pentecost, July 25                                             Campers Leading Worship 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering 

This Photo by 

https://spencer.gear.dyndns.org/2012/10/


Staff at First Presbyterian 
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Interim Pastor,                          
Rev. David M. Montgomery               
revdmm@gmail.com                
419/345-2193  
 

Choir Director                                
Aaron Roos,                                       
akroos@bgsu.edu                      
216/970-6518 

Office Administrator                  
Tammy Schnitker 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
419/352-5176    

Receptionist, Mikel Grenier 
fpcmikel@gmail.com                
419/352-5176 

Sextons, Fernando & Monica 
Garcia 

  

Office Information 

Monday-Church Closed         
Tues.—Thursday -                                    

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.                                
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Phone: 419/352-5176               
Fax: 419/352-8808                       
E-mail: 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.
com  

Website: 
firstpresbyterianbg.org  

 

The office is closed daily for 
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

Have you 
‘liked’ us on 
Facebook? 

Just enter the 

church name! 

The Presbyterian Women 

rummage sale will be  back this 

August! There is not a fixed date 

yet, but start pulling together all 

that extra stuff cluttering your house!  We are asking everyone to hold off 

on dropping their items at church until the week prior to the sale.  There 

will be more information in the next Crier. As in past years, we will not 

be accepting mattresses, clothing, televisions or computers. Due to 

space constraints and transportation issues, large pieces of furniture are 

discouraged. Please check with us first.  We plan on having the Jingle 

Jumble Christmas sale in November, so please hold Christmas items 

until then.  Contact Susan Dunn [(419) 308-3491 or 

sudunn@gmail.com] or Nancy Hess [(269) 352-3133 or 

nhess1581@yahoo.com] for more information. 

 

Different Ways to Help Your Church Earn Extra Cash - 
Kroger Community Rewards.   

The Kroger Co. Family of Stores is committed to bringing 

hope and help to the local neighborhoods we call home. 

From Feb. 1, 2021 thru April 30, 2021 First 

Presbyterian had 28 households participating in the Kroger Community 

Rewards program.  The church received a check for $177.41! THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR SUPPORT:) We appreciate your participation in our Community 

Rewards program to help accomplish that mission.  

 We have recently upgraded our Community Rewards system, and 
as a result your NPO (non profit organization) has a new account number 
(AD555). Please reference the new number when contacting us for 
assistance. New members can enroll by searching for either the new number 
or the name of your organization.  

• Go to www.kroger.com, sign in, and click on the “community” tab. 

• Scroll down to Kroger Community Rewards. 

• Click on View Your Rewards Details.   

• Then scroll down to Community Rewards.  It will show if you are enrolled to benefit 
First Presbyterian Church.  Remember you have to reenroll every year so now 
is the time! 

• If you are not enrolled, click edit and select First Presbyterian Church of 
Bowling Green (Organization Number: AD555) 

• You may need to create an account, if you have not done so already. That's pretty 
simple - just follow the directions on kroger.com.  

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org
http://www.kroger.com/
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Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to the 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering.  We will be 
sending $2450 to them 
from our church.  The 
Pentecost offering is now 

underway, we received donations on May 23rd, 
but we can continue to accept those.  40% of the 
Pentecost offering will be directed to La Conexion 
to assist with their programs for children at risk. 

 

Labyrinth - Work on the 
labyrinth will begin in 
June!  The first stage is 
to dig down a couple 
inches to provide a base 
for the gravel, then the 

pavers, which will define the labyrinth.  Keeping 
watching the green space for progress.  Thanks 
to Samantha Codding for coordinating this 
project, which will provide a wonderful opportunity 
for spiritual reflection. 

 

Courtyard - Work on the courtyard maintenance 
has begun!  Thanks so much to the people who 
volunteered to help weed, water, prune, and 
plant.  There was a great organizational meeting 
after the service on May 16.  If you can help with 
this project, please get in contact with Bob 
Callecod at bcallecod@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Courtyard Flower 

Garden:   We are looking 

for at least 2 more 

individuals to help with 

watering  the 5 large pots 

of flowers in the courtyard 

and at the top of the  steps to the front entrance. 

When we have 3 people, each person only  

needs to water once a week and it takes less 

than 1/2 hour. There is  available water in the 

courtyard, a hose, and 2 large watering cans.  

 The only tricky part is carrying a watering 

can up the steps to the  front doors so if walking 

while carrying something is difficult for  you, this 

might not be the right volunteer project for you!  

Please let Nettie Rose [(419) 262-7889 or 

nettierose@aol.com] know if you can help 

with watering. If we have  a rainy summer, it is 

even easier! 

 

Community Garden - Have you looked at what's 
popping up in the community garden 
beds?  Herbs, tomatoes, and other veggies are 
on their way!  Thank you Corky Dunsmore for 
making the garden happen, and to Lyn Long for 
sharing her wisdom about previous FPC 
community gardens 

 

Tip of the month - As Covid 
restrictions begin to lift, we can 
get out of our homes more 
safely.  Spring is a beautiful time 
of the year to just take a walk or 
ride a bike, and save on gas.  Walk around the 
block and see what plantings your neighbors 
have in their yards.  Take a bike ride on the 
Slippery Elm Trail.  Stroll downtown at the 
Farmers Market, which is now open again on 
Wednesdays from 4-7 pm.  Sit on outside your 
home and enjoy the sun and fresh air.  Enjoy 
what this earth is bringing to you! 

Remember the church in your will. 

mailto:bcallecod@gmail.com
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W. C. Alternative Student enjoy spending time with 
Pastor David:) 

1st Indoor Worship Service since the 
pandemic started last March 2020!    
Hallelujah!!!! 

Our Outdoor Worship Service with Communion on May 2nd. The 1st Sunday of 
July, August, and September will be held outside. (Weather permitting.) 

OUR CHURCH IN ACTION - MAY 2021 
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June 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

9-3 WCMA 

Retreat 

2 

10 Holy Cow 

Assessment Mtg 

at Joyce Kepke’s 

 

5:30 Lect. Bible 

Study 

3 

 

 

 

5 Mission 

7 Outreach 

4 5 

6 

10 Outdoor 

Worship 

 

7 8 

11-10 Rapid Fire 

Pizza Fundraiser 

for Camp 

Kirkmont 

9 

 

 

5:30 Lect. Bible 

Study 

7 Trustees 

10 

 

 

 

5 Worship 

11 12 

13 

10 Worship 

11:30 Deacons 

11 PW Mtg. 

1 Youth Group 

14 15 Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

 

 

7 Session 

16 

 

 

5:30 Lect. Bible 

Study 

7 Green Team 

17 18 Newsletter 

sent out 

19 

Juneteenth 

Event 

20 

10 Worship 

1 Holy Cow 

Assessment - 

Fellowship Hall 

21 22 23 

 

 

 

 

5:30 Lect. Bible 

Study 

24 25 

 

Confirmation 

Class Retreat  

26 

 

 

5:30-8 Wedding 

rehearsal & 

rehearsal dinner 

27 
10 Worship/Guest 
Preacher, Amy 
Remaklas 

 
 
3 Wedding in 
Sanctuary 
 
Confirmation 
Retreat Ends 

28 29 30 

5:30 Lect. Bible 

Study 

 

6 month giving 

statements 

emailed/mailed 

   

       



First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
126 South Church Street              
Bowling Green OH 43402  
phone:419/352-5176 
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

June 1    Cameron Orr 

June 4    Anna Walden 

June 9    Shirley Brannan 

June 11   Marilyn Nusser 

June 14   Alyce Platz 

June 14   Joyce Kepke 

June 20   Libby Dachik 

June 21   Roger LaPointe 

June 28   Diane McEwen Martin 

June 29   Pat Cochrane 

 

 

 

 

 Happy (almost) summer! We are so close to 
the end of the school year at the Alternative School. 
The students’ last day is June 3 and our paper link 
chain is getting shorter and shorter. Overall we had 
a very successful, quiet, and healthy school year. 
We are happy to have the volunteers back in the 
Deacons’ Shop! We were even able to help them 
move the heavy clothing bags outside for the 
Salvation Army to pick-up.  

 As always, thank you to everyone for your 
continued support and prayers for the Alternative 
School. This especially includes Pastor David and 
his dogs for always having an open door (and 
candy) for the kids, Mikel and Tammy for their 
smiles and support, and Libby and Nettie for 
ensuring the students have groceries over the 
weekends. We wish everyone a very happy and 
healthy summer, hopefully with a lot of time spent 
with family and friends! 

Kimberley Campbell, Head Teacher 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org

