
THE CRIER 
      May 2021 

Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) 

Dear First Family and Friends, 
 
 IN-PERSON WORSHIP WILL BEGIN MAY 2rd with an OUTDOOR 

COMMUNION SERVICE AT 10 am on the Wooster Green! Bring your chair or your 

blanket and enjoy the company of fellow members as we worship together on a Sunday 

morning for the first time since March 16, 2020. 
 

 IN-PERSON INSIDE WORSHIP WILL BEGIN MOTHER’S DAY, MAY 9th! We 

will still, forever more, broadcast each service on Facebook Live. So if you are not 

comfortable in gathering in-person just yet, you and your family can still join in via the 

internet. 
 

 The Session met Tuesday, April 20 and with the full support of the Worship Committee, Board of Trustees and 

the COVID-19 Protocol Task Force we are re-opening the building still very mindful of the presence of this serious 

and dangerous Coronavirus. We are still committed to protecting and serving the most vulnerable in our community. 
 

 All standard Covid protocols will be required and reinforced with signage:  

   wear masks covering nose and mouth at all times while in the building 

   practice social distancing 

   use hand sanitizer in lobby or narthex 

   do not attend if have flu like symptoms or have been exposed to COVID-19 

   gathering in building before the service or after exiting the sanctuary is discouraged 

   congregational singing is discouraged 
 

 We are excited to begin this new chapter in our community life. We ask your patience as we muddle through 

all the logistics and experience all the emotions of returning to this magnificent sanctuary. Things will be different but 

our Lord is constant and faithful. 
 

 Our sanctuary will look different with every other row roped off. A large camera will be set up in the backrow. 

Our faces will be behind masks. There still won’t be a full choir leading the music. We won’t “pass the peace” with the 

same physical embraces. But we will be gathered together to worship God! Won’t that be a joy? 

 I am glad that, for once, you will be able to hear Adam Miller play the organ in person! I am so sorry that May 

9th will be his last Sunday with us as he moves to Indiana to begin his dream job as a high school band director and 

the assistant organist and choir director at a Catholic Church in Lafayette, IN. We wish him the best. 

 

 May will bring new experiences of joy in gathering as a community of faith focused on sharing the 

love of Christ with EVERYONE! 

      In Christ’s Service, 

        David 
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More on Church Reopening May 9: What You Need to Know 

 We are overjoyed to welcome everyone back to the sanctuary for Sunday 

Worship Service starting on May 9.  Efforts have been made to create a safe and clean 

environment for our church members.  

 Everyone’s cooperation will be needed to ensure that our members and friends 

can return to our sanctuary without any fears.  Our primary concern is for the safety of our 

congregation. Those planning to attend worship service in the sanctuary will be required 

to wear face masks over their mouth and nose, adhere to social distancing while in the 

building, and use the available hand sanitizer.  We ask that those who are experiencing 

flu-like symptoms or a temperature, or suspect possible exposure to Covid-19 opt to 

experience the worship service at home through Facebook. 

 Some changes have been made to seating arrangements and other conditions in the sanctuary to further 

enhance your safety.  Doors and windows will be left open and the air conditioning turned off to reduce the spread of 

particles so it made be either cooler or hotter than usual in the sanctuary.  Only every other pew will be open for 

seating with family groups or friends who are routinely together grouped at the ends or center of the open 

pews.  Bulletins will be place in pews to indicate available spaces, rather than being handed out. Ushers will be 

available to provide guidance and assistance. The balcony will only be used if necessary. 

 A few changes are necessary for the worship service.  Singing will be limited to designated soloists or 

prearranged groups.  The offering plate will not be passed, but will be available before and after service for your 

offering.  Social distancing will limit the sharing of the peace to waving and speaking to friends across pews.  We ask 

that people do not move around the sanctuary to greet and visit with friends.  Although this may be tempting, you can 

always visit outside.  Communion Sundays are scheduled as outdoor services, but if the weather forces the service 

inside, appropriate safety measures will be taken in serving the elements.  

 Following the service, ushers will assist in maintaining social distancing as those attending the service exit the 

sanctuary.  Although there will be no coffee hour offered in the Fellowship Hall, there will be opportunities for catching 

up with friends safely outdoors. It will be wonderful to see everyone again and share the worship service in person 

with our friends.           Submitted by Susan Dunn 

Brief Reception, May 2 - After Outdoor Worship 

How do we say “Thanks” to our Choral Scholars who have stuck with us through this Pandemic and provided 

such incredible, moving music and worship? We do it with food, don’t you know? 

Drop by the refreshment table after worship and give a word (or a gift) of appreciation to our four talented choir 

members who are all leaving us for bright futures. All four are graduating from BGSU. 

Thank you  Christina Csernyik, Soprano 

   Hannah Salo, Alto 

   Brock Burkett, Tenor 

   Abraham Roos, Bass                                                                                                                              

We are better having been served by you. May God continue to enrich your life as God has enriched our lives with 

you. 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering 



 

Session Members 

 Dar Bevelhymer                                  
Christina Guenther            

Lisa Lawson LaPointe 
Carolyn Layne              
Lee Liebetreu                        

Terri McNamara                                 
Donna Nelson Beene  

Gale Swanka                            
Bob Vincent                            

David Montgomery,               
Moderator 

 

Deacon Members 

 Peggy Brigham                                 
Sandi Carsey                                          
Mikel Grenier                

Beatrice Guenther                                                                     
Cathy Horger                              
Dave Horger                                                                     
Dave Hyslop                                                                                                         
Dick Martin                                                                                                         

Jan McLaughlin                     
Adriane Weisert 

 

Trustee Members 

 Bob Callecod                   
Mike Evans                            
Drew Hanna                             
Joyce Kepke                             
Chet Marcin                                

Terri McNamara                        
Linda Smith                                                         

                             

Officers of the 
Church 

 

First Presbyterian Church of 

Bowling Green is proud to be a 

part of this year’s NAMI Walk! 

 

 
What’s a NAMI Walk, you say? 
 

NAMI is the nation's largest grassroots mental health organization 

dedicated to improving the lives of individuals and families affected by 

mental illness. NAMI Walks promotes awareness of mental health, raises 

funds for NAMI’s free, top-rated programs, and builds community by 

letting people know they are not alone. 

 

Members of our congregation aim to meet at Simpson Garden Park in 

Bowling Green at 10 AM and will be walking a total of 3 miles to raise 

funds/awareness for families within our community impacted by mental 

illness. You are welcome to create a personal page through our team 

page below to raise personal funds or can simply walk with us on the 

22nd.  Interested in donating?  

Check out our church’s fundraising page at  

https://www.namiwalks.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=41528 
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https://www.namiwalks.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=41528
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Committee Membership: Brie Bradshaw, Jennifer Codding, Mike Evans, Michelle McDonald, Rev. David 
Montgomery, Donna Nelson-Beene (chairperson) 

The Christian Education/Youth Leadership Committee met on Tuesday, March 30 and on Saturday, April 
17 to consider future directions for Christian Education for our church. Meetings began and ended with 
prayer, and the following major topics were discussed. 

• Fundraising Need: A number of our youth are planning to attend Kirkmont/Camp Rejoice this summer, 
and fundraising for about $4,000 will be needed to help support this effort.   

• Youth programming for summer: Since summer is approaching and the youth will be out of school and 
engaged in other activities, discussion was focused upon the kinds and amount of summer Christian 
education programming that would be appropriate for them, while acknowledging the need to be respectful 
of their busy summer schedules. When surveyed, the youth themselves provided mixed responses 
regarding summer programming. The decision was made to offer some summer programming after the 
current schedule of programming has been completed, with the goal of engaging the youth in Bible study 
and helping them understand the foundations of our faith, perhaps by providing guided readings. The 
thinking was that readings might be connected to the themes that will be used at the summer camps. 

• Information from the Holy Cow Survey: The Holy Cow CAT (Congregation Assessment Tool) which 
was recently completed by the congregation revealed that Christian education is a high priority for our 
church. The survey also revealed that our church membership is largely an aging group, well- educated 
overall. To this end, the committee grappled with questions of “What is the need? What is the want? What 
is God calling us to do?” Discussion of these questions, with Holy Cow results taken into consideration, led 
to a consensus that we want and need to develop a sense of community and fellowship connection in a 
Christian way, that Christian education for should be provided for all stages of life, that Christian education 
programming needs to meet people where they are, that careful intentionality of Christian education 
offerings is crucial, and that Christian education programming must be done in a way that is cognizant of 
people’s schedules. 

• Directorship of Christian Education: The ensuing discussion focused upon how these needs and 
wants might be best achieved. Following Adriane Weisert’s departure as Coordinator of Family and Youth 
ministries, Adriane and Pastor David worked to create a position description that might be used to address 
what is needed, and the description is incredibly robust. The CE committee concurred that the work that is 
needed and wanted cannot be effectively handled by someone in a ten-hour a week position, which is the 
time that had been allotted to Adriane’s position—and that if we are truly serious about the future of our 
church, we will do what is necessary to fill the role with someone who can devote significant attention to 
the position. Possible suggestions for the kind of person who might be qualified and able to do the work 
that is needed included youth minister, associate minister, intern, or perhaps someone in yet another kind 
of role. When issues of funding such a position were raised, it was discussed that there is an available 
endowment, should the church wish to draw from the endowment for this purpose. 

May Plans- Sundays at 1 pm at the church                                                                                           
May 2 Confirmation – Our Sacraments: Holy Communion and Baptism -  Mentors and Students 

May 9  Fund Raising – Hire a student? What’s your need? Yard to rake or mow?  

      Gutters to clean? Tutorial in computers?  

16 Youth Group: Schools Almost Out! What I want from my summer vacation 

23  Intergenerational – Holy Cow Assessment Summary and Listening Session                                                            
30  Memorial Day- No programming 

Remember the church in your will. 
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Worship Overview – May 2021 

Join us each Wednesday evening at 5:30 for lectionary Bible Study on Zoom and then join us each 

Sunday on Facebook Live at 10 am for worship.  

May 2 - 5th Sunday of Easter Why Shouldn’t I Be Baptized?    Outdoor Service/Holy Communion                        

Acts 8:26-40                                                                                                                  

Just when the Church was being persecuted and scattered, an outsider, a foreigner, a stranger, a man who had 

been cut off from the community of faith (an Ethiopian eunuch) asks Philip, “Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” In a 

sense he is asking, “Why shouldn’t I be a part of your church family? Didn’t Christ die for me too?” Who do we 

exclude from our community? 

May 9 - 6th Sunday of Easter     My Mother’s Table (Mother’s Day)               Acts 11:1-18                                  

When we pick up our story in the Holy Bible, Peter has some explaining to do.  Peter, this good Jew who kept 

kosher law all his life was now visiting with “those other people,” “the unclean,” “the forbidden ones,” “the 

Gentiles.”  He wasn’t only visiting with them, he was eating with them!  Scandal of all scandals!   So, Peter has 

some explaining to do but instead of arguing with their accusations, he tells them his story. Peter is moved by his 

dream which opens to door to fellowship and community beyond the Jews. Hear how Peter’s dream opens the 

doors to you and me. 

 

May 16 - 7th Sunday of Easter              Matthias’ Mantle                         Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 

Peter boldly addresses the 120 gathered after the resurrection without excuse or a cover-up said, “One of our 

own, who shared in our ministry betrayed our Lord and is now gone. We need someone to replace him, who 

should that be?” They came up with the sole criteria that this person be one who had been with them from the 

beginning. As we, at FPC BG, look for volunteers, helpers, committee members, leaders, what do we look for? 

What is the criteria to serve Jesus Christ? 

 
May 23 - Pentecost         New Life in the Spirit                         John 15:266-27, 16:4b-15 
 

Pentecost is messy business for us Presbyterians. Pentecost means that we are not in control. 

Pentecost provides us “decently and in order” folks a time to squirm in our seats and be moved by 

something other than “what is proper and socially acceptable.” It is problematic for us refined, 

intelligent, God-fearing, logical Presbyterians. Friends of the social order and proper etiquette, beware! The story 

of Pentecost is the story of God cutting loose demonstrating God’s involvement and God’s will with the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

 

May 30 - Trinity Sunday   "Led by the Spirit"                          Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17                                   

Both passages speak of a new age, a new life. Are we ready for anything new? The Apostle Paul speaks of 

moving from "living in the flesh to a new life in the Spirit" in his letter to the Romans. The Evangelist John speaks 

of it as moving from the darkness into the light, "being born anew," or "born from above." Both writers are 

describing conversion, a word we Presbyterians do not use very often. Conversion is the movement from death 

to life. How do we evaluate the past? How can we re-evaluate the past so we can move toward a new vision, a 

new future? 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering 



Staff at First Presbyterian 
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Interim Pastor,                          
Rev. David M. Montgomery               
revdmm@gmail.com                
419/345-2193  
 

Organist & Accompanist                                                   
Adam P. Miller                                   
adam.miller2@rockets.utoledo.edu               

734/693-7176 

Choir Director                                
Aaron Roos,                                       
akroos@bgsu.edu                      
216/970-6518 

Office Administrator                  
Tammy Schnitker 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
419/352-5176    

Receptionist, Mikel Grenier 
fpcmikel@gmail.com                
419/352-5176 

  

Office Information 

Monday-Church Closed         
Tues.—Thursday -                                    

9 a.m. to 4 p.m.                                
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Phone: 419/352-5176               
Fax: 419/352-8808                       
E-mail: 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.
com  

Website: 
firstpresbyterianbg.org  

 

The office is closed daily for 
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

Have you 
‘liked’ us on 
Facebook? 

Just enter the 

church name! 

 

TRUSTEES AT WORK  
 

  

 

  

Spring has come!  Crawford Lawn Service has begun annual mowing 

and trimming.  Community garden beds are in progress.  The roof leak 

above the balcony has been repaired along with additional repairs of a 

roof leak at the vent tower at the west end of the sanctuary.  The balcony 

ceiling is ready for repairs and painting and Trustees are looking for a 

handyman/contractor to undertake the work.   

 Unfortunately, our favorable natural gas fixed rate contract 

expired after two years and the church was forced to revert to the more 

costly Columbia Gas ‘standard rate’ for our natural gas, until a better fix 

rate contract can be found.      

 Remember those hot Sundays when we used to bring our funeral 

home fans?  We will all need to hold our breathe when we turn on our 

very old air-conditioning system this spring and hope we don’t need 

those hand fans once again!  Parts are no longer available to repair 

defective controls at the chiller unit outside the building.  Gearhart is 

looking for ways to modified the control system to ‘make it work’.  If a 

new chiller is required it could cost as much as $100,000.  

 We have once again renewed our Non-Profit Corporate Status 

with the Ohio Secretary of State’s office, something that must be done 

every five years.  Drew Hanna has agreed to take on the responsibility to 

serve as registered statutory agent for the Church corporation.   

 A mysterious problem with the electronic lock at the parking lot 

entrance, which made getting into the church for the Palm Sunday 

Service a challenge was discussed.   Initially replacing the power supply 

batteries did not solve the problem.  Fortunately, the underlying problem, 

corrosion on the internal terminals that connect the battery supply to the 

lock mechanism was discovered and corrected.  The lock is back in 

service and hopefully will stay in service.  No one was left locked out in 

the cold! 

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org
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The Pentecost Offering will be 

taken on May 23.  This is one 

of the Presbyterian Church's 

four special offerings, and is 

directed to children at risk.  Our 

church is able to designate 40% 

of our donations to a local 

organization.  The Mission Committee has 

designated La Conexion.  La Conexion has 

several programs directed toward children, 

including assistance to those children who need 

documents to stay in the US.  Our donations will 

help them make progress towards this goal. 

 The Mission committee has also voted to 

send $1000 to Wood Area Ministries.  This 

coalition of churches helps people in need 

through short term hotel stays and food gift cards, 

for instance.  Mission is also sending $1500 to 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance's fund to help 

refugees and those seeking asylum.  We really 

want to help make a positive difference in the 

current border crisis. 

 

Thank you to everyone who 

attended the March 28 

discussion about the green 

space development on the 

church's west side.  We got great input on 

components of the landscaping - the community 

garden, the labyrinth, open space for gatherings, 

garden space inspired by Gethsemane, and a 

mural on the side of the church.  The committee 

will be meeting soon to continue planning. 

 And thanks also to everyone who helped 

with the service project on April 18.  There are 

now 6 community garden beds ready to be 

planted!  The volunteers that day even braved 

unexpected raindrops to make sure the beds 

were made and filled with fresh soil. 

 

Tip of the month - Now that 

our community garden space 

is ready to plant, have you 

planned your garden space 

yet?  This is a great spring and summer project 

for you, and is good for the earth, too - not to 

mention the air, the bees, other insects, and all 

the ways you can use the results of your 

garden.  Flowers all summer.  Herbs for your 

meals.  Tomatoes for your salad.  Corn for your 

dinner.  And so many more options.  

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE - 

Good News!  More than 

half of the pledged 

income for the year has 

been received by the beginning of April!  Many 

members have chosen to pay their pledges in full 

from their IRA mandated distributions.  If the 

check is written to the church they save on 

paying tax on the distribution which is a win-win 

for them and the church.  While we are flush with 

cash at the moment our expenses will catch up 

so don’t stop sending your offerings! 

  Our congregation has generously 

contributed close to $2000 for One Great Hour of 

Sharing. 

 Financial statements will be sent to 

members the end of June, September, and the 

end of the year. 

 Our young people have not been able to 

hold fundraising events for Kirkmont this 

year.  There are nine who are interested in going 

and the cost is $450 for each.  Suggestions for 

fundraising will be shared with the youth council. 

Remember the church in your will. 
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Outreach Committee - The committee has two important dates in the month of May: 

May 1st  At 3:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. will be our monthly Outreach Committee meeting. If you are interested 

in participating on this committee please contact Christina Guenther (419) 352-1252. 

May 22nd  At 10 a.m. is the NAMI Walk in which FPC, BG is participating. Members of our congregation aim 

to meet at Simpson Garden Park in BG at 10 a.m. and will be walking a total of 3 miles to raise funds/awareness 

for families within our community impacted by mental illness. (Please see the flyer on page 3 of the this month’s 

newsletter.) 

Presbyterian Women: The Kindred Spirits Circle will finish its study of lamenting with a discussion on the 

time when no lamenting will be needed. Please consider joining us.  Contact Julie Smith Maekask for connection 

details (419-247-1794). 

 

The Green 
Team building 
& creating our 
new 
community 
garden behind 
our church. 

April 18, 2021 
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May 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1                          

12-2 Okipe 

Virtual Event                     

3:30 Outreach 

Mtg via Zoom 

2     10 Outdoor 

Worship/

Communion                 

11 Reception 

Choral Students 

11:130  Deacons’ 

Mtg. in FH                         

1 Confirmation –

FH 

3      church closed 4 5  

5:30 Lectionary 

Study via Zoom 

7 Mission via 

Zoon 

6                            

9-2:30 Red Cross 

in FH 

 

 

 

7 8 

9         Grand 

Reopening!    

10 Worship 

1 - Fundraising 

10 church closed 

 

 

Kindred Spirits via 

Zoom 

11 12 

5:30 Lectionary 

Study via Zoom 

7 Trustees in FH 

13 

 

5 Worship viz 

Zoom 

 

14 15 

16 10 Worship/ 

11:30 Staff Mtg 

1  Youth Group 

17 church closed 18 

 

3 MVP Presby Mtg 

via Zoom 

                                       

7 Session in FH 

19 June 

Newsletter 

deadline (8AM) 

5:30 Lectionary 

Study via Zoom 

7 Green Team 

via Zoom 

20 21  Newsletter 

sent out 

22 

10 NAMI Walk at 

Simpson Garden 

Park 

 

23 10 Worship/
Pentecost 

 
1 Intergenerational  
Event - Holy Cow 
Assessment - All 
invited to attend 

24 church closed 25 

 

 

 

Tammy Off  

26 

 

5:30 Lectionary 

Study via Zoom 

27 28 29 

30 10 Worship 

1 No Program today 

31 church closed      



First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
126 South Church Street              
Bowling Green OH 43402  
phone:419/352-5176 
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

 

 

May 1  Ashley Cochrane 

May 2   Steve Melchi 

May 3   Bill Crone 

May 9   Dale Smith 

May 11  Mary Bielen 

May 16   Mike Geyman 

May 18 Kelsey Hammersmith 

May 19 Jen Codding, Seth Edwards 

May 22 Lillian Fischer 

May 24 `Morgan Kellow 

May 25 Alta Codding, Gale Swanka 

May 30 Chet Marcin, Emily Rife 

May 31 Conner Geyman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello from the Alternative School! We have 

officially started our countdown to Summer! We 

even have a paper link chain hanging up! Our 

roster has adjusted a little bit after one student 

left to attend a different school, but then  we 

gained a new student shortly after. The 

students have picked up their academic pace 

and have been working extra hard to get 

through their courses before the end of the 

school year. We also love the warmer weather 

which means more frequent walks and time 

spent outside! 

Kimberley Campbell, Head Teacher 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org

