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Dear Family and Friends of First Pres,
Over the last 18 months we have been challenged and strained by closing
down the building due to COVID-19, adjusting to Zoom meetings and Live
Streaming worship services. We’ve seen the loss of two beloved staff members,
the coming and going of a very talented young organist, and now we are coming
off this pandemic. How are we going to be church post-pandemic?

There are several key issues we are addressing. One is the search for our
next called and installed pastor. The Session’s Nominating Committee has the
charge of securing names of those who will serve on the Pastor Nominating
Committee (PNC). But first the Session must establish the make-up of this vital committee which should
reflect the full representation of our membership. The PNC must be elected by the congregation. All that is
a big-time commitment. Who will step up?
Our Holy Cow Conversations have been extremely helpful for the session to hear the thoughts,
hopes, hurts, anxieties that our members have. It has also been enheartening to hear your love for this
church and your aching for fellowship. These conversations are vital as we prepare for writing our Mission

Information Form (MIF) required by the Presbytery.
In addition to searching for a pastor, we are in need of a Coordinator of Youth and Family
Ministries. The Christian Education Committee has been establishing a rationale for hiring a and
developing a job description for this possible position. This is a vital position and the session is seriously
considering major changes in our previous position. Outreach, Community Involvement, Church Growth will
all be incorporated into this person’s job.
Mission Committee is once again gearing up for our Migrant Camp for August 8th. My sense is that
this will take a huge number of volunteers with a variety of tasks, some small, some large. Who will step
up?
Outreach Committee has been doing their work, setting ambitious goals of working with BRAVE on
the Juneteenth Celebration, June 19th and also providing help and support for BGOPride with their first
Pride Month Pot Luck here on our property June 26th. Who will step up to help?
So, you see what lays ahead of us? I’m exhausted just recounting it all – but the Good News, is that
we serve a God of abundance and we have a strong community of committed members.
It will take all of us! Let’s find ways to share the joy of service!
In Christ’s Service,

David

The labyrinth is ready!
We are indebted to
Samantha Codding for
taking the lead on this
project and making it
happen. She has spent
the last year and a half figuring out the design,
determining what materials to use, recruiting help, and
scheduling the work. Finally, on May 22, she and her
parents, Jen and Chuck Codding, dug the base and
laid the gravel (10 tons of it!). The following weekend,
she recruited help from Jen and Chuck Codding, the
girl scouts, boy scouts, youth group, and green team
to lay the pavers that define the pathways for the
labyrinth. There are 825 pavers used for the paths.
Samantha did an amazing job coordinating this project
for her final Girl Scout project, earning her a Gold
Award.
The design for the labyrinth was inspired by the
labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral in Chartres, France.
That labyrinth dates back to 1205. Our labyrinth may
look like a maze, but it is not. Unlike a maze, there is
only one path, and there are no wrong turns. It is
intended to be a meditative walk during which a
person can be alone with their thoughts. At Kirkmont,
our youth walk the camp’s labyrinth and carry a small
stone with them, which they then place in the center of
the labyrinth. The Kirkmont labyrinth was also the
inspiration for placing gravel on the pathways and was
suggested by our Kirkmont campers.

The labyrinth was dedicated on Sunday, June 6 at our
outdoor service. The dedication included placing
small amounts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh in the
center. Thank you to all who were there to help
celebrate this wonderful addition to our green space.
Tip of the month: Walk our new
labyrinth! The Green Team wanted
to make our outdoor space a place
for fellowship, spiritual meditation,
and an appreciation of nature.
When you walk our labyrinth, start at east side where
there is an opening. You may want to listen to music.
You may want to come with some special verses in
mind. Maybe you decide to come in the early
morning or just before dark and bring a candle with
you. You may want to be ready to think about
something troubling you or be prepared to focus on
something that brings you joy. Then let your
problems go when you reach the center. Your walk is
an experience for you and it is not the same as
anyone else’s experience. Follow the path to the
center. It will take you on twists and turns and will
take you away from the center just when you think the
end is in sight. But you will get there. On the way
out, follow the same pathway. Hopefully you will feel
lighter after letting your troubles go in the center. And
then you can think about the future or new adventures
on the way back to the beginning.
Gale Swanka

Corky Dunsmore was instrumental in helping
Samantha explore designs for labyrinths, and then
figuring out how to bring the design to reality.
Our labyrinth has a granite block in the center, which
was donated by Corky. The center also has several
chunks of other stones. These are pieces which the
Codding family unearthed when they dug the base for
the labyrinth. We believe they are pieces from the old
junior high school, which used to stand in what is now
our green space and the Wooster Green. Later this
summer we will be adding signage to help explain how
to use the labyrinth.
We hoped that the labyrinth would be something
enjoyed by members of the community as well as
members of the church. Even though it has only been
a couple weeks, we are happy to hear that the
community is discovering it. In fact, one woman has
already come by almost daily to walk the paths and to
thank us for creating it.
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Samantha & Corky smiling at a job well done!

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering

The Creation of the
Labyrinth
Step 1. Digging

2. Laying Stones

3. Layout

4. Final Step
5. Walking the Labyrinth
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Supporting the Choral Scholars Program
It has certainly been a year like no other, and it has affected everyone in numerous ways.
Those of us who sing saw ourselves not able to do so in most parts of our lives. I was so lucky
to be able to continue making music with the choral scholars, but we also saw the choral
scholars step way up into positions of far more responsibility than normal.
Instead of just being section leaders, they were the entirety of the choir, the were
liturgists, they helped set up and tear down, they pre-recorded services. They went far beyond
what they originally signed up for. Sadly, we were not able to have the two normal fundraisers
of the Jingle Jumble and the choral scholars dinner.
So instead, we made do with a mini-cabaret! However, we recognize that this alone will
likely not be as financially significant as the normal fundraisers. So I ask you to consider
helping to financially support the choral scholars program. This church has always been so
incredibly supportive of the music programs, and that’s one of the reasons I love being a part of
it. I thank you for generosity and support, and look forward to continue making music with you
and for you.
Yours in song,
Aaron Roos

Anna Biremeier

Christina Csernyik

Abraham Roos

Brock Burkett

(student choral scholars - Sunday, June 13, 20201)
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The FPC Nominating Committee is looking for members to begin
our search for a new pastor. So now, we are asking you the
members of the congregation to either nominate yourself or someone
else (please ask that person before nominating them) to be on the
new PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee). We’d like to have this
done by end of July so please do not wait to nominate either yourself
or someone else. The group must be members from the congregation
and the congregation will approve the Nominating members. Our
liaison from the presbytery’s Leadership Commission is Rev. Jessie
Commeret, from Findlay Presbyterian Church.
Once the PNC members have been approved by the congregation the real work begins. Luckily the
process is shorter than it used to be, and we might be able to wrap up our search by the end of the year. We will
meet with our liaison from Presbytery likely once a week for the first couple of months. Some tech skills will be
useful with a willingness to learn Google Docs, but do not let that scare you off if you don’t know how to use it (we
can teach you .
Get your nominations to Lisa Lawson at soprano43402@yahoo.com so we can begin to create our
committee to present to the congregation. Our next mtg. is Wed., June 23rd at 4:30 p.m.

The Nominating Committee Members:
Lisa Lawson, Dave Horger, Terri McNamara, Lee Liebetreu, Bob Callecod, Marcy St. John

Holy Cow Community Conversations
Overview by David Montgomery
Since we completed the Holy Cow Assessment Tool in February, we have
had two reflection sessions where 17 members (Elders, Deacons, Trustees and
other members) shared: 1) What we appreciate about FPC BG; 2) What caught our
attention from the survey; and 3) Where do we go from here? (Thank you, Joyce,
for hosting one of the groups.)
The consensus most favored aspect of FPC BG is we are “a community of faith where the people care
about one another.” A close second can be summed up in one statement, “I deeply appreciate the music and
compelling theological sermons with social engagement.” Keys: worship and social justice.
We had lots of conversation about the dynamic music program we have with such talented musicians and
choral scholars. I was brought to tears as members shared the sense of family, comfort, welcome, home,
affirming. But like every family, we have our share of bumps and bruises.
The survey report expressed “a high level of conflict within the church.” In discussing this, it was agreed
that the conflict expressed in the survey comes from past experiences which were not adequately addressed.
Issues surrounding being a “More Light Congregation” caused conflict and the loss of members. And issues
surrounding communication and transparency dealing with staff angered, confused and disappointed church
members.
Yes, those issues are behind us, but what can we learn from our past? How will the session make
decisions and how will the session inform the congregation of their decisions? How can we improve our
communication and include everyone? All good questions raised from our discussion.

Where do we go from here? I heard over and over again the importance of building community, inviting
others in and joining in fellowship and study. Lots of discussion centered around children, youth, young families
and making that a high priority.
At this time, no more meetings have been scheduled, but I am open to finding times and places where
honest, rich conversation can help us wrestle with who we are and who is God calling us to be?
We are in an exciting time! We are in a vital time! We are in a very important time for sharing!
Thank you for allowing me to walk this journey with you. I am honored and blessed to be serving as your interim
pastor.
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If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards

The Christian Education Committee (Brie Bradshaw, Jennifer Codding, Mike Evans, Lisa Lawson, Rev.
David Montgomery, Donna Nelson-Beene in attendance) met on Sunday, June 13. The main agenda items were
the consideration of a suggestion for a fundraiser and continued discussion regarding how the committee
envisions a Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministries position. The meeting opened with prayer, and discussion
ensued as follows.

• Discussion of a suggested fundraiser. As one means of raising funds for
Christian Education needs (such as helping support the Presbyterian Youth
Triennium), Lisa Lawson suggested sponsoring an ice cream social to be held
on Wooster Green near the Labyrinth. Lisa explained that she previously had
worked on a fundraising event with Sean from the Sundae Station, and that the
process is relatively easy. Sean would provide the basics (ice cream and necessary paraphernalia), which we

would pay him for—and ice cream purchasers would pay with donations to our cause. Committee members
supported Lisa’s suggestion and discussed possible dates, ultimately deciding to coordinate this fundraiser with
the Presbyterian Women’s Rummage Sale in August, if possible. (The Presbyterian Women’s group has agreed
to this arrangement.) Lisa agreed to contact the Sundae Station to start the organizational process, but
additional help will be needed to orchestrate the event.

• Deep discussion of how the C.E. Committee envisions a
Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministries position. The
committee returned to a discussion of how we envision a
Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministries position—being in
unanimous agreement that having a qualified person in this
position is critical to the future of our church, and that there is
an urgency in getting someone into the position as soon as we can. In working with a draft of a position
description written by Pastor David and Adriane, and with suggestions from others, the committee intends to
finalize a position description and get it to Session for review as quickly as possible.
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Officers of the
Church

Desired attributes of such a coordinator that were discussed by the

committee included the following:
• truly inspirational, with superior leadership abilities
• able to bring valuable spiritual development to FPCBG

Session Members
Dar Bevelhymer
Christina Guenther
Lisa Lawson LaPointe
Carolyn Layne
Lee Liebetreu
Terri McNamara
Donna Nelson Beene
Gale Swanka
Bob Vincent
David Montgomery,
Moderator

Deacon Members
Peggy Brigham
Sandi Carsey
Mikel Grenier
Beatrice Guenther
Cathy Horger
Dave Horger
Dave Hyslop
Dick Martin
Jan McLaughlin
Adriane Weisert

• able to coordinate multiple events for multiple age groups
• inward and outward facing (that is, able to provide education for current
members while also “looking outward” to bring in new members)
• comfortable with a myriad of family types
• comfortable with the delegation of responsibilities

• able to achieve measurable goals
The C.E. Committee strongly concurs that the work that is needed and wanted
cannot be effectively handled by someone in a ten-hour per week position, which
is the time that most recently had been allotted to Adriane’s position. And
furthermore, the committee concurs that if we are truly serious about the future
of our church, we will do what is necessary to fill the role with someone who can
devote significant attention to the position. Possible scenarios for hiring that were
raised included a full-time position, perhaps interim for now; a paid staff position
combined with a seminary internship, perhaps for three years; or perhaps
someone in a role such as youth minister or associate minister.
The committee understands, of course, that funding such a position presents a
major concern that would need to be addressed. However, the committee also
believes that the result would yield a significant return on our investment. In the
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Trustee Members

C.E. survey completed last fall and in the more recent Holy Cow survey,

Bob Callecod
Mike Evans
Drew Hanna
Joyce Kepke
Chet Marcin
Terri McNamara
Linda Smith

Christian Education was identified as being of extreme importance to our
congregation.
Donna Nelson-Beene

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering

Worship Overview – July 2021
Join us each Wednesday evening at 5:30 for lectionary Bible Study on Zoom and
then join us each Sunday on Facebook Live at 10 am for worship.

This Photo by

6th Sunday after Pentecost
One Nation Under God
2 Samuel 5:1-10
July 4 Outdoor Worship/Communion
At the climax of King David’s reign Israel was one, united kingdom. Never had life been better in
Israel and never again would Israel reach such a high station in the world. Where are we as a nation? Are we
one nation under God? How can we serve this One God in our land? In our city? In our daily lives? The God,
whom we are under, is the God who created the heavens and the earth. The God, whom we are under, is the
God who claims us in the waters of baptism and calls us God’s very own.
7th Sunday after Pentecost
Join the Dance
2 Samuel 6:1-5,12b-19
July 11 - Commission Campers
King David raises a ruckus when he throws inhibitions away and rejoices in God’s goodness and
joyfully responds to God’s gift of love and compassion. King David danced because he found himself in the
presence of God. Can we join in the dance?
8th Sunday after Pentecost
Where God Lives
2 Samuel 7:1-10
July 18
King David wants to build God a house where God would live. David is thankful for all God has
done in leading Israel to prosperity and peace. But God does not need walls and ceilings and beautiful
architecture. God’s wants to dwell in our hearts. God wants a place from whence to love. Can we prepare
ourselves to be a dwelling place for God?
9th Sunday after Pentecost, July 25

Creation Speaks

Genesis 2:4-7
Campers Leading Worship

A BIG CAMP REJOICE THANK YOU!!!
We have received over $3,500 from the Youth Envelope Fund Raiser! You are amazing!!

You exceeded our expectations but we will not refuse further donations!
Your generosity will allow us to send our youth and adults to Camp Rejoice July 11-17.
Thank you – as of this writing we have received gifts from: Dar Bevelhymer & Corky
Dunsmore, Don & Peggy Boren, Bob & Joan Callecod, Mickey & Pat Cochrane, Alta
Codding, Chris & Susan Dunn, Mike & Linda Evans, Wally Fraker & Nettie Rose, Christina
Guenther, Beatrice Guenther, Emmy Hann, Drew Hanna, Scotty Huntington, Joyce Kepke,
Dick & Judy Martin, Caryl McCormick, Donna Nelson-Beene, Jim Novotny, Janet & Larry
Sorrells, Gale Swanka, Debbie Zappitelli and the ever thankless ‘Anonymous’.
Campers already registered are: Samantha Codding, Grayson Dulaney, Audrey Geyman, Calla Higgins, Chloe

Higgins, Jackson LaPointe, Ethan Sprunger, Adrian Sprunger and Daniel Weisert. There is still time to register
and room at the camp. Brie Bradshaw and Pastor David will be there as middle school counselors and Mary
Jane Saunders will again be our Bible teacher.
Your love and support for the camping program is most appreciated. As we look at the impact church camp has
on the church, we see that a majority of those who go to seminary and enter the ordained ministry have gone to
church camps in the youth. Your investment in our youth is an investment in the future of our dear PCUSA.
Thank you!
David Montgomery
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Presbyterian Women (PW) is

Staff at First Presbyterian

once again planning our

Interim Pastor,
Rev. David M. Montgomery
revdmm@gmail.com
419/345-2193

annual rummage sale for
August 27 and 28, 9-3 pm. We
will need lots of stuff and lots of helpers to make this a successful

Choir Director
Aaron Roos,
akroos@bgsu.edu
216/970-6518

event! Now is the time to gather all the stuff you wanted to get rid of
while stuck in your home during the “Covid months”!

Office Administrator
Tammy Schnitker
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
419/352-5176
Receptionist, Mikel Grenier
fpcmikel@gmail.com
419/352-5176

Sextons, Fernando & Monica
Garcia

Office Information
Monday-Church Closed
Tues.—Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Phone: 419/352-5176
Fax: 419/352-8808
E-mail:
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.
com
Website:
firstpresbyterianbg.org

We are accepting donations of housewares, toys, linens, sporting
equipment, etc. in the fellowship Hall at the following days/times:


August 15: Sunday, 11-12 pm (Helpers available!)



August 17-19: Tues.-Thurs, 9-4 pm



August 20: Friday, 9-12 pm



August 21 Saturday 9-1 pm



August 22: Sunday 11-12 pm (Helpers available!)



August 24-26: Tues.-Thurs 9-4 pm

All items must be taken down to Fellowship Hall and left in the areas
designated for drop off. Helpers will be available during the Sunday
drop off times to unload your car and carry your items downstairs to

Fellowship Hall. If special help is required at other times, please contact
the church office, Susan Dunn (419-308-3491) or Nancy Hess (419-8064788) to make arrangements for assistance. Due to disposal issues, we
will not be accepting mattresses, computers or TVs. Clothing should be
donated to the Deacons Shop. Save your Christmas items for Jingle

The office is closed daily for
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Jumble! Please contact Susan or Nancy if you have furniture you
are considering donating or if you are uncertain whether a specific
item will be accepted.

Have you
‘liked’ us on
Facebook?
Just enter the
church name!
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Spread the word to friends and family who might have items to

donate. The sale is a great chance to declutter your home and help PW
support various missions at the same time!
Submitted by Susan Dunn

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards

The Mission Committee is happy to announce that we will be resuming
our annual visit to the migrant camp this year. The date is Sunday, August 8.
We will meet at the church about 4:30 pm, load up supplies, have a brief
meeting about the visit, and then caravan to the camp.
We will know more details as we get closer to August 8, but we expect
there to be 50-70 people at the camp, including 25-35 children. Our goal is to
share fellowship with the people at the camp, and bring them supplies that they can use while they
are here as well as when they move to the next stop. We are working closely with La Conexion to
organize the event. Beatriz Maya tells us that they are working to vaccinate as many people as
possible at the camp – so masks will not be required for attendees.
We are looking for several different kinds of donations to bring to the camp, including:
•

Work clothes – jeans, long sleeved shirts, work shoes, all for men and women in various sizes.
These can be directed to the Deacon’s Shop.

•

Children’s clothes and shoes from baby to teen, including diapers. These can also be directed to
the Deacon’s Shop.

•

Hygiene items – full size tooth paste, tooth brushes, soap and deodorant. We want to give each
family unit a similar bag, so please use this as a guide to any donations. We will have a box in
the office and at Sunday service for these donations.

There is a sign -up sheet in the Narthex and in the church lobby if you are able to join us. We
will be bringing pizza and other food with us to share. If you have a truck and are willing to help us
carry supplies and donated items to the camp, please note that.
Thank you for supporting this mission. If you have any questions, contact Gale Swanka at
gswanka@bgsu.edu.

Say, “Welcome!” to our newest

member!
WELCOME ROSEMARY APPLE

The Session was honored

and blessed to receive Rosemary into active membership Tuesday, June 15th. We welcomed her
home! She grew up in BG, was married in this church and had her three children baptised here.
After living in Virginia and Texas she returns to BG to be close to her two sons and is seeking a
teaching position. Rosemary comes by Transfer of Letter from Trinity

Presbyterian Church, McKinney, TX where she served on the Mission
Committee, Bazaar Committee, Womens' Ministry and led liturgical
dance. In her spare time we can find her playing bridge, reading and all
sorts of crafts. Her email address is rosepastels1013@yahoo.com and
her phone number is 703-223-2517.
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July 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9:30 Deacons’
Shop

5 Mission
7 Christian Ed
4

5

10 Outdoor
Worship Service
with Communion

11

6

7

8

12 BGMA Mtg.

9-Sorting
Clothes

9:30 Deacons’
Shop

Tam Vac. Day

9

11:30 Memorial
for Laine
Crabtree in the
Fellowship Hall

5:30 Worship

12

13

10 Worship/
Commisioning of
Campers

5:30 Lect. Bible
Study on Zoom

7 Outreach

14

15
9:30 Deacons’
Shop

NO Lect. Bible
Study on Zoom

10

16

17

Camp Rejoice
7 Trustees
18

19

10 Worship

20

21

Newsletter
Deadline

9-Sorting
Clothes

Tam Vac. Day

22

23

24

Newsletter
distributed

5:30 Lect. Bible
Study on Zoom
5:30 Pizza Night
& Outdoor Silent
Movie with music
accompanist

7 Session

25
10 Worship/Youth
Leading

26

27

28

9 Red Cross
Classes

29
9:30 Deacons’
Shop

5:30 Lect. Bible
Study on Zoom
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30

Tam Vac. Day

31

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
126 South Church Street
Bowling Green OH 43402
phone:419/352-5176
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org
We are on Facebook.

OUR CHURCH IN ACTION - July 2021
Session Recommends
Michelle McDonald as an Inquirer
July 7

Jenny Ludwig

July 7

Alexia Larson

July 15

Scott Guthrie

July 17

Daniel Weisert

July 20

Joan Callecod

July 22

Cathy Horger

July 23

Larry Nader

July 24

Laura (Dunn) Fischer

July 25

Kalie Billiot

(If your birthday isn’t listed please let the church
office know your birthdate 00/00/0000)

The Session met with Michelle McDonald
on June 15 and approved her request to enter the
Inquirer Stage in the Ordination Process. “The
purpose of the inquiry phase is to provide an
opportunity for the church and those who believe
themselves called to ordered ministry as ministers
of Word and Sacrament to explore that call
together so that the presbytery can make an
informed decision about the inquirer’s suitability
for ordered ministry.” (Book of Order, G-2.0603)
We appreciate Michelle’s talents and
service she has already demonstrated in the brief
time she has been with us. She works with the
youth, assists in worship and resources the CE
Committee. This is an exciting time for Michelle,
but also for us as we have the opportunity to
study the ordination process. What is God’s call
on Michelle? And we can also reflect on God’s
call for us?

