
2 Samuel 5:1-10 

5 All the Israelite tribes came to David at Hebron and said, 

“Listen: We are your very own flesh and bone. 2 In the past, 

when Saul ruled over us, you were the one who led Israel 

out to war and back. What’s more, the LORD told you, You 

will shepherd my people Israel, and you will be Israel’s 

leader. 

3 So all the Israelite elders came to the king at Hebron. King 

David made a covenant with them at Hebron before 

the LORD, and they anointed David king over Israel. 

4 David was 30 years old when he became king, and he ruled 

for forty years. 5 He ruled over Judah for seven and a half 

years in Hebron. He ruled thirty-three years over all Israel 

and Judah in Jerusalem. 

6 The king and his troops marched on Jerusalem against the 

Jebusites, who inhabited the territory. The Jebusites said to 

David, “You’ll never get us in here! Even the blind and the 

lame will beat you back!” “David will never enter here,” 

they said to each other.[a] 7 But David did capture the fortress 

of Zion—which became David’s City. 8 “On that day,” 

David said, “whoever attacks the Jebusites should strike the 

windpipe because David hates the lame and the 

blind.”[b] That is why people say, “The blind and the lame 

will not enter the temple.”[c] 9 David occupied the fortress, so 

it was renamed David’s City. David built a city around it 

from the earthen terraces[d] inward.[e] 10 David grew 

increasingly powerful, and the LORD of heavenly forces was 

with him. 

One Nation Under God 

2 Samuel 5:1-10 

What is your favorite July 4th memory? Fireworks, 

parades, families gathered around the grill? What’s 

the saying, “Baseball, hot dogs, Apple Pie and 

Chevrolet”? Well, I did take in a baseball game this 

week and ate some hot dogs, but I drive a Japanese 

car and would rather have strawberry shortcake. Am 

I still an American, still a patriot? 

Today we read of King David being anointed king of 

Israel. The Northern Kingdom and the Southern 

Kingdom united under one king became one strong 

nation under God. I bet they had a celebration like 

we’ve never seen. Jerusalem was buzzing with 

parades and festivals. Did they have fireworks? This 

was paramount. This was historical. This was the 

beginning of a very important time in the life of the 

nation of God’s Chosen People and the development 

of our faith. 

In today’s passage we have the peak, the highlight, 

the climax of David’s reign as king of the United 

Kingdom of Israel. These forty years spoken of were 

the heyday of all of Israel. Never had life been better 

in Israel and never again would Israel reach such a 

high station in the world. 
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Israel was strong militarily. They had secure borders 

and vital trade across the whole known world. There 

was economic security and rich, prosperous 

international relations. This time is when we all look 

to Israel as being a “light to all nations”, a beacon 

from where God’s glory is dispersed. We can just 

look at Israel’s aura and know that God was their 

God. They were certainly blessed as God’s people 

and David was their anointed king. 

There was pride, success, wealth and a time of great 

patriotism for David had united the bickering nations 

and took over a centrally located, well-fortressed 

city, Jerusalem, and named it the City of David. 

David is often portrayed as a shepherd, a kind and 

gentle musician who soothed the soul of a sin-sick 

king, Saul, but if truth be told, and I do believe the 

truth ought to be told, David was a masterful warrior. 

He was a keen strategist and had the best guerilla 

warfare warriors ever assembled. Read the stories of 

David’s ninja like warriors ascending the steep cliffs 

up through the water system, the sewers and taking 

out guards. 

The city was so well placed, had such a naturally 

protected, and easily defended outpost that they 

boasted “even the lame and blind could defend it 

from the mightiest of armies.”     2 

But the Jebusites did not expect heavily armed men 

crawling through their sewage to slit their throats, 

but David’s men did just that and took control of 

Zion, Jerusalem, and secured the city for their king. 

The victory was David’s. His throne was built “and 

David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the 

God of hosts, was with him.” That’s how our 

passage today ends, “and David became greater and 

greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with 

him.” 

But, who is the key actor in this passage? Who is the 

one for whom all the glory and honor and praise 

should go? Where did David get his station in life? 

Who is Sovereign Lord? The passage makes an 

attempt to hold these questions in tension. Is it David 

or is it God? “And David became greater and 

greater” and in fact, as we read the rest of the story, 

David got too big for his britches and a lot of trouble 

could have been avoided if God remained Sovereign 

Lord, the focus of their life and worship. 

Shortly, we will say in our Affirmation of Faith 

“…we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of 

Israel.” Do we? Is our loyalty to God over our 

loyalty to the U.S. of A.? 
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Tom Are, the pastor at Prairie Village Presbyterian 

Church, in Kansas City, told the youth at the 

Montreat Youth Conference, “Be fired up for the 

Lord and do marvelous things for God’s kingdom, to 

act boldly and risk everything for Christ…but be 

fired up with humility.” 

For he said, “If we do not act with humility, we run 

the risk of making casualties of our neighbors and if 

we are making casualties of our neighbors when we 

are on fire with God’s love, the we have to question 

how close we are following Jesus Christ.” For Jesus 

Christ does not strike the opponent down, he lays 

down his life for the “other”, for you and me. 

Last weekend Brie and I took the Confirmation Class 

to Kirkmont for our retreat and we emphasized that 

throughout our Christian History, going all the way 

back to Cain and Abel in the 4th Chapter of Genesis, 

we have dealt with conflict by either 1) killing the 

other or, 2) as we see time after time, churches 

splitting from the other…but Christ calls us to a new 

way to live under God’s rule of love. Christ invites 

all to come to the table, all to receive God’s love and 

care, all to be fed and sheltered. 

“David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the 

God of hosts was with him.” David bowed to God. 
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Let God be praised. Israel experienced great wealth, 

prosperity when they were faithful to God. Let God 

be praised. 

During the postlude, Lynne will be playing a 

patriotic medley. Listen for “O Beautiful for 

Spacious Skies” and know that the second verse calls 

us to be One Nation Under God: 

“O beautiful for pilgrim feet whose stern, 

impassioned stress, a thoroughfare for freedom beat 

across the wilderness. America, America, (here it 

comes) God mend thy every flaw. Confirm thy soul 

in self-control thy liberty in law.” Sovereign and 

Loving God, mend our every flaw. 

May we be One Nation Under God. May we live for 

God who created all people and all nations. May we 

serve this God who called us into being and gave us 

each other to love. May we imitate God’s Son, Jesus 

Christ, who claims us in the waters of baptism and 

nourishes us at the table. 

May we be fully committed to teach our brothers, 

our sisters, all our siblings of every land how to live 

as One Nation Under God. 
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