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Dear Friends in Christ,
What a full (and beautiful) month. This past month, we have been engaged in six
major outreach endeavors, all of which are exciting and stimulating on their own.


The support we gave the Juneteenth Celebration (June 19th) was simply
amazing! Christina Gunther and her whole outreach team should be
commended on their hospitality, their courage, their care, and their
determination in reaching out to B.R.A.V.E. (Black, Rights, Activism, Visibility,
& Equity). We provided chairs, tables, tents, water, electricity with physical
and spiritual support. I cannot thank this church enough for engaging in this
program. May it be a new starting point.



Opening up the church building for the First Annual BGOPride Potluck
(June 26th) proved to be eye-opening as many of the 35 or so participants had not even entered a
church building in years due to the mis-treatment they had previously received from churches. We broke
down barriers simply by inviting them in without the pretense of proselytizing or changing them. Christ
welcoming all was concretely lived out.



The Confirmation Class Retreat (June 25-27) with Daniel Weisert, Calla Higgins, Daisy Boyer and
Jackson LaPointe was a wonderful 48 hours at Camp Kirkmont. Brie Bradshaw did a superb job leading
two of the programs but more importantly building strong relationships with the youth. We covered four
main topics: Trusting God, Church History, Prayer, and our Creeds. We also got to swim, canoe,
cookout with S’mores and sing. Plans for their confirmation are shaping up. Be looking for a Special
Called Session meeting soon to receive them into active membership.



Camp Rejoice (July 11-17) was an exhilarating, exhausting, eye-opening, inspiring week. FPC BG had
13 campers, counselors and staff attending. Ashely Cochrane, Brie Bradshaw and I were counselors.
Mary Jane Saunders and Amanda Ark were staff. Campers were Adrean Sprunger, Ethan Sprunger,
Jackson LaPointe, Calla Higgins, Daniel Weisert, Audrey Geyman, Samantha Codding, Chloe Higgins
and Daisy Boyer. You will hear more about camp this coming Sunday (July 25 th) in worship as the
campers will lead the service. In addition to that throughout August I am focusing my sermons on the
camp theme, “Creation Speaks” based on the Creation Story in Genesis 1.



La Conexion has set up their administrative offices in room 33 (which used to be the Children’s Choir
room). They will be renting the space for $200 a month and will be connected to our WIFI. They are
providing their own furniture, office equipment. This will only strengthen our relationship with this vital
ministry to the Latino community.



And lastly, it has been great fun to the Horizon Youth Theatre practicing “Godspell” in our sanctuary
almost every evening. The cast of 13 high school seniors and recently graduated seniors bring their
talent, energy and enthusiasm. I can’t wait for the production July 30th, July 31st and August 1st.

Thank you for all these incredible, far-reaching programs and ministries. FPC BG is truly on the move and
making great strides in welcoming and serving all in the name of Jesus Christ. I am also humbled by the
generosity of this congregation as we raise funds for the Youth to go to camp this year and Triennium next
year AND supporting the Choral Scholars with their fundraising.
Well done good and faithful servants,

David

Presbyterian Women’s

Fellowship Hall, First Presbyterian Church

Friday, August 27 9-3 pm
Saturday, August 28, 9-3 pm

August 15:

Sunday, 11-12 pm (Helpers available!)

August 17-19:

Tues.-Thurs, 9-4 pm

August 20:

Friday, 9-12 pm

August 21

Saturday 9-1 pm

August 22:

Sunday 11-12 pm (Helpers available!)

August 24-26:

Tues.-Thurs 9-4 pm

Contributions of housewares, toys, linens, sporting
equipment, etc. can be dropped off in the Fellowship Hall
according to the above schedule. If necessary, other
delivery arrangements can be made by contacting the
office, Susan Dunn (419-308-3491) or Nancy Hess (419806-4788). Due to disposal issues, we will not be
accepting mattresses, computers or TVs. Clothing
should be donated to the Deacons Shop. Please contact Susan or Nancy if you have
furniture you are considering donating or if you are uncertain whether a specific item will
be accepted.
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While you are collecting

church parking lot on Saturday, August 28 from 10

items for the Presbyterian

am to 1 pm. If you have any questions, contact Gale

Women’s Rummage Sale,

Swanka at gswanka@bgsu.edu.

consider gathering
electronic items that you
no longer use, and get ready to e-cycle those items.
The Green Team is collaborating with Presbyterian
Women to offer an electronics recycling (or ecycling) event on Saturday, August 28 from 10 am

The Migrant Camp visit is coming up

to 1 pm in the church parking lot. This is during the
PW rummage sale. We have made arrangements

with AIM e-cycling to have them deliver and later pick
up collection boxes for your electronic items.
What can you e-cycle? Almost anything except the
old style TV’s (the big tube TVs) and CRT tubes.
Here’s some things you can e-cycle: computers,
laptops, monitors, flat screen tvs, printers, cables

on Sunday, August 8!

As of mid-July there are 81 people at the camp,
including 37 children. Our goal is to share fellowship
with the people at the camp, and bring them supplies
they can use while they are here as well as when they
move to the next stop. We are working closely with
La Conexion to organize the event. Beatriz Maya
tells us that they are working to vaccinate as many
people as possible at the camp – so masks will not be
required for attendees.

website at aimecycling.com

You can help out by joining us for the event and
sharing fellowship. We will meet at the church
about 4:15 pm, load up supplies, have a brief
meeting about the visit, and then caravan to the
camp. The event will run until about 8 pm.

According to AIM’s website, they “process hundreds of

You can also help by providing donations to bring to
the camp, including:

speakers, cell phones, electronic games, VCR and
DVD players. There’s more information on the AIM

tons of e-waste every month. Some devices, such as

•

Work clothes – jeans, long sleeved shirts, work
shoes, all for men and women in various sizes.
These can be directed to the Deacon’s Shop.

•

Children’s clothes and shoes from baby to teen,
including diapers. These can also be directed to
the Deacon’s Shop.

•

Hygiene items – full size tooth paste, tooth
brushes, soap, and deodorant. We want to give
each family unit a similar bag, so please use this
as a guide to any donations. We will have a box
in the office and at Sunday service for these
donations.

desktop & laptop computers, flat-screen monitors, cell
phones, and games, can be refurbished and re-used.
The remaining e-waste is separated for further
processing in specialized facilities that can extract
various components and precious metals. The rest is
shredded into new materials and devices.”
Tip of the month: Take advantage of
this opportunity to do some
housecleaning while also supporting
Presbyterian Women. Send your
gently used items to the Presbyterian Women for their
rummage sale. You can include still working
electronic items in the rummage sale donations. Then

There is a sign -up sheet in the Narthex and in the
church lobby if you are able to join us. We will be
bringing pizza and other food with us to share. If you
have a truck and are willing to help us carry supplies
and donated items to the camp, please note that.
Thank you for supporting this mission. If you have
any questions, contact Gale Swanka at
gswanka@bgsu.edu.

save the non-working items and bring them to the
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If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering

Officers of the
Church
Session Members
Dar Bevelhymer
Lee Liebetreu
Bob Vincent

Christina Guenther
Lisa Lawson LaPointe
Terri McNamara
Donna Nelson Beene
David Montgomery, Moderator

Carolyn Layne
Gale Swanka

Deacon Members
Peggy Brigham
Cathy Horger
Jan McLaughlin

Sandi Carsey
Dave Horger
Adriane Weisert

Mikel Grenier
Dave Hyslop

Beatrice Guenther
Dick Martin

Trustee Members
Bob Callecod
Chet Marcin
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Mike Evans
Terri McNamara

Drew Hanna
Linda Smith

Joyce Kepke

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering

Thank you note to the Church family:

Thank-you for allowing us to come to Camp Rejoice. Camp always is a special place to connect
with God. When at camp the connection to God is
much stronger than anywhere else. Everything from
Bible study to the labyrinth makes the relationship
stronger. Not only the relationship with God, but also the relationship with friends is stronger. This can
come at any time and is part of why camp is so special. Even the dinner table can discussions that

make us closer together. Thank-you for allowing all
of us to come to camp this year. We hope to come
back next year.
Thank-you,
The 2021 Campers
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Christian Education Committee:

The Need for a Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministries
By Donna Nelson-Beene
Overview: In June and July, the Christian Education Committee (Brie Bradshaw,
Jennifer Codding, Mike Evans, Lisa Lawson, Pastor David Montgomery, Michelle
McDonald, and Donna Nelson-Beene) worked on the development of a
description for a Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministries position for FPCBG.
C.E. Discussion and Evidence Used to Inform Committee Deliberations: Christian Education Committee
meetings held on June 13 and July 1 opened with prayer, followed by a review of what the committee previously
had discussed, including the recommendations of the C.E. brainstorming team, the results of the survey
distributed to the congregation by the Christian Education Committee last fall, and the results of the Holy Cow
CAT survey distributed to the congregation this past spring. These materials all revealed that Christian education
is a high priority for our church. The Holy Cow survey also had revealed that our church membership is largely an
aging group, well-educated overall. The committee grappled hard with questions of “What is the need? What is
the want? What is God calling us to do?”
Christian Education Committee’s Vision for Christian Education: Deep discussion of these questions
ultimately led to a consensus that the mission of Christian education for FPCBG should include the following:
• develop a sense of community and fellowship connection in a Christian way,
• foster the growth of faith in individuals during all stages of life,
• impact people wherever they are on their faith journey,
• carefully plan and offer intentional Christian education programming,
• be cognizant of people’s schedules, and
• provide effective community outreach.
Conclusion that a full-time coordinator position is necessary: Following much discussion and prayer, the
committee reached the conclusion that if we are truly serious about the future of our church, we will do whatever
is necessary to fill the Coordinator of Youth and Family Ministries position with a person who can devote
significant attention to the position and will receive an appropriate salary to do so. The work that needs to be
done simply cannot be handled by someone in a ten-hour per week position, which is the amount of time that
most recently had been allotted to this position.
Meet our newest member, Kathy Sweeney. The Session approved her
membership at its meeting Tuesday, July 20th and we welcomed her to our fold.
Kathy moved from Bowling Green from Fremont, OH a year ago when her sweet
husband of 33 years, Bob, passed away.
She had a residential appraising company for over 20 years. She was a longtime member of the Master Gardner Program and Garden Club. She enjoyed
planning the flower gardens for several years at Valley View Nursing home and
the Hayes Center.
She has 2 children, 6 step-children, 26 grand children and 16 greatgrandchildren. Her sister is none other than our very dear, Nancy Hess!
She looks forward to being part of this congregation.
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If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards

Staff at First Presbyterian

TRUSTEE REPORT

Interim Pastor,
Rev. David M. Montgomery
revdmm@gmail.com
419/345-2193
Choir Director
Aaron Roos,
akroos@bgsu.edu
216/970-6518

There are always problems for the
trustees to solve! The balcony
walls are being repaired. The
electronic back door lock has been
replaced and fortunately was under warranty. The Fellowship Hall coffee mak-

Organist
Heather McEwen Goldman
goldman.heather@gmail.com
646/326-4058

er is making coffee again. The west side downspout will no longer run down

Office Administrator
Tammy Schnitker
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
419/352-5176

the community garden is growing nicely. A gardening group enjoyed working

the ramp. The boiler has been turned off for the summer. Quotes for the
church insurance are being solicited. The labyrinth is ready for signage and
together to spring cleaning the courtyard.

The air-conditioning in the sanctuary is still not working but we are

Receptionist, Mikel Grenier
fpcmikel@gmail.com
419/352-5176

getting closer to a solution. In the meantime, bring your fans to church!

Sextons, Fernando & Monica
Garcia

Youth Theatre will present Godspell in our sanctuary in July. We cooperated

We continue our mission to be of service to others. The Horizon
with the Juneteenth celebration on June 19, loaning tables and chairs and our

Office Information
Monday-Church Closed
Tues.—Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Phone: 419/352-5176
Fax: 419/352-8808
E-mail:
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.
com
Website:
firstpresbyterianbg.org
The

office is

Have you
‘liked’ us on
Facebook?
Just enter the
church name!
closed
daily for
lunch
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
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space to stage the event. BG Pride had a potluck in Fellowship Hall on June
26. La Connextion is hiring an assistant director and was approved for a room
for an office on the second floor of the education wing. The wedding of one of
our former choral scholars was held in June.

Jason Bonnicksen set up the church web site, hosted it and stored
everything on his serve, all at no cost to the church. He no longer wants to
continue the arrangement so it is time to research a new host and storage,
hopefully at an affordable cost.
Wally Fraker took on the task of investigating a large hole on the
south side of the building and determined we had a critter. The hole has been
filled with gravel and topsoil. That was one of our more unusual problems!

Weekend Meals and Snacks for Students
The Backpack Project will begin again at the end of August.
Each week we pack bags of nutritious, easy-to-prepare
food and distribute them to students in the Alternative
School.
We depend on donations of food (or money if that is easier)
and will be needing peanut butter, jelly, canned soups,
canned vegetables, canned pasta, tuna and mac & cheese. If you would like to
learn more about the project, how to donate, or if you would like to volunteer to
help, please contact Libby Allen-Dachik: allenda@bgsu.edu or 419-494-4117
or Nettie Rose, nettierose@aol.com.
The Backpack Project has been a very successful, effective outreach program.
We thank you for your generous donations.

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards

The Kindred Spirits Circle begins in September. This year’s topic are the women found in the
lineage of Jesus. For details, see the flyer below. To order the study book, please visit
www.presbyterianwomen.org or call 1-800-533-4371. Like to join us or have questions? Call Julie
Smith Maekask (419-247-1794).

Substitute Communion Set-up Volunteers needed…………………...
We are looking for someone who would be interested in substituting for us setting up communion
occasionally on the first Sunday of the month. It doesn't happen often that one of us can't be here, but
we need a couple of people that we could call if we are both going to be gone.
If this is something you would be willing to do please contact us.
Thank you,
Jan Marcin and Jane Seiple
jcmarcin44@gmail.com
janeseiple@gmail.com
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Remember the church in your will.

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting right after the 10 a.m.
Outdoor Service, August 1, 2021 for the purpose of:
1) Electing a Pulpit Nominating Committee (PNC). Those nominated are:
Rosemary Apple, Dara Bevelhymer, Lisa Lawson, Jen Codding, Maggie Layne,
Dick Martin, and Donna Nelson-Beene. Nominations from the floor will be
accepted. Please secure the person's permission and willingness to serve before
nominating them.
2) Hearing and discussing the Session's proposal for hiring a full-time Coordinator of Outreach, Youth
and Family Ministries (COYFM). The rationale and job description are in the CE report in the Newsletter. Come
with your hopes, dreams, visions, concerns and ideas. Your input and support is vital!

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:
Every year, our treasurer writes a check for our Per Capita assessment that comes
from our denomination offices. PER CAPITA is “the tie that binds” — it’s the annual
support that unites the entire church in the ongoing and essential work of Jesus Christ
throughout our denomination.
It is the fundamental way in which all of the nearly 10,000 congregations and mid councils of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) connect, participate, and share in the work of the wider church. Per capita is the
primary source of funding for Maumee Valley Presbytery, as well as General Assembly, and is how
Presbyterians mutually and equitably share the costs of coming together to discern the Spirit’s leading for the

future. For 2021, our church paid $37.23 for each of the 206 individuals listed on our membership roll, or a total
of $7,669.38.
If you haven’t given “a little extra” this year to cover the per capita paid on your behalf, please consider
doing so. THANK YOU!

Dar Bevelhymer, Finance Committee

Equality Toledo Multi-Faith Pride Event

We Need Each Other

Thursday, August 19, 2021

7 p.m.

First Unitarian Church, Toledo
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Remember the church in your will.

A Night of Music
And Worship

August 29, 2021
7 p.m.

Join with the Churches of Bowling Green, Ohio
On the Wooster Green
Sponsored by the Bowling Green Ministerial Association

Welcome Heather McEwen Goldman as our new organist/accompanist
starting August 1st! Heather grew up in Bowling Green, active in the First
Presbyterian Church youth group. As a young pianist in BG, Heather
accompanied the choirs at BGHS and then BGSU, and had her concerto
debut with the Toledo Symphony Orchestra.
She and her husband, Ted, moved to New York and away from music in

college, taught math for a few years, and returned to music at the Eastman
Conservatory for a Masters in Collaborative Piano. Along the way, she taught yoga, knit many hats,
and swam competitively.
A few moves and two children later (McEwen-6, & Robin-3), Heather is back in Bowling Green,
homeschooling her kids and biking around town. She is glad to be back at First Pres!
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August 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6 (Tam Vac. Day)

7

12

13 (Tam Vac.

14

10 Outdoor
Worship w/
Communion &
Congregational
Mtg. following the
service.

9 Sort
Clothes

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study via
Zoom

8 A.A.
8

9

10

11

10 Worship

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study via
Zoom

4:30 Migrant
Camp Visit

7 Trustees
8 A.A.

15

10 Worship

16

11-12 PW
accepting
donations for
rummage sale
11:30 Deacons
Mtg.
22

23

10 Worship

29

30

10 Worship w/
Communion

Pastor David on
vacation

7 Outreach

18
9 Sort Clothes
5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study via
Zoom

19

7 Session

7 Green Team

8 A.A.

(Tam online Zoom
Conference Seminar)

7 Equality Tol.
MultiFaith Pride
Event

24

25

26

8 A.A.

31

Sept. 1

8 A.A.

20

21

Newsletter Sent out

Pride march in
Toledo

9:30 Deacons’
Shop

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study via
Zoom

7 Evensong
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5 Worship

17 Sept. Newsletter Deadline
9-4 Donations
Accepted for
Rummage Sale

9-4 Donations
Accepted for
Rummage Sale

11-12 PW
accepting
donations for
rummage sale

9:30 Deacons’
Shop

Day)

27 (Tam Vac.
Day)

9-3 PW
Rummage Sale

28
9-3 PW Rummage
Sale
10-1 Green Team
Electronics
Recycling
1-3 Ice Cream
Social on Wooster
Green

Sept 2

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study via
Zoom

Remember the church in your will.

Sept 3

Office Closed
Labor Day Holiday

Sept 4

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
126 South Church Street
Bowling Green OH 43402
phone:419/352-5176
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org
We are on Facebook.

OUR CHURCH IN ACTION - July 2021

Aug. 1

Ella Billiot

Aug. 2

Deb McLean, Donna Nelson-Beene

Aug. 3

Lee Liebetreu

Aug. 5

Rick Weisert

Aug. 6

Liz Uhlman

Aug. 8

Kitty DeVries

Aug. 11

Katherine Cochrane-McArdle

Aug. 12

Bob Callecod

Aug. 13

Allison Swanka

Aug. 14

Kevin Cochrane

Aug. 16

Daisy Boyer

Aug. 17

Bill Titus

Aug. 20

Alice Sears

Aug. 21

Adeline Halleck

Aug. 31

Audrey Geyman

(If your birthday isn’t listed please let the church
office know your birthdate 00/00/0000)

