
2 Corinthians 5:6-21 

6 So we are always confident, because we know that 

while we are living in the body, we are away from 

our home with the Lord. 7 We live by faith and not 

by sight. 8 We are confident, and we would prefer to 

leave the body and to be at home with the Lord. 9 So 

our goal is to be acceptable to him, whether we are at 

home or away from home. 10 We all must appear 

before Christ in court so that each person can be paid 

back for the things that were done while in the body, 

whether they were good or bad. 

11 So we try to persuade people, since we know what 

it means to fear the Lord. We are well known by 

God, and I hope that in your heart we are well 

known by you as well. 12 We aren’t trying to 

commend ourselves to you again. Instead, we are 

giving you an opportunity to be proud of us so that 

you could answer those who take pride in superficial 

appearance, and not in what is in the heart. 

13 If we are crazy, it’s for God’s sake. If we are 

rational, it’s for your sake. 14 The love of Christ 

controls us, because we have concluded this: one 

died for the sake of all; therefore, all died. 15 He died 

for the sake of all so that those who are alive should 

live not for themselves but for the one who died for 

them and was raised. 

 

16 So then, from this point on we won’t recognize 

people by human standards. Even though we used to 

know Christ by human standards, that isn’t how we 

know him now. 17 So then, if anyone is in Christ, that 

person is part of the new creation. The old things 

have gone away, and look, new things have arrived! 

18 All of these new things are from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ and who 

gave us the ministry of reconciliation. 19 In other 

words, God was reconciling the world to himself 

through Christ, by not counting people’s sins against 

them. He has trusted us with this message of 

reconciliation. 

20 So we are ambassadors who represent Christ. God 

is negotiating with you through us. We beg you as 

Christ’s representatives, “Be reconciled to 

God!” 21 God caused the one who didn’t know sin to 

be sin for our sake so that through him we could 

become the righteousness of God. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



We Are Well-Known By God 

2 Corinthians 5:6-21 

“You sitting in the pew next to me – I don’t know 

you. Oh, I know your name. I know the ‘Hi, how are 

you?’ part of you. I know the ‘Hot weather we’re 

having, isn’t it?’ part of you. But I don’t know you. 

Did that skit resonate with you? Do you feel 

unknown? Do you feel like you are a mystery to 

others or maybe a mystery to yourself? 

As your Interim Pastor, I’ve been thinking a lot 

about who you are, who we are. What is church? 

What are we about? Why do you participate in 

worship? What else are you wanting to participate 

in? As we supported the Juneteenth celebration, what 

made us do that? What were we wanting to 

communicate? As we house the First Annual 

BGOPride Potluck next Saturday, what’s that all 

about? What is church? 

A long time ago there was an article in Reader’s 

Digest that was an account of an Alien Craft 

reporting its findings from a visit to earth studying 

“The Religious Practices of Earthlings.” The report 

went something like this: 

         1 

“We are pleased to report that there IS indeed a 

flurry of Religious Practice performed on the Third 

Planet from the Sun which the inhabitants call 

‘Earth’. We are sad to report that we can see very 

little religious practice on the five days of the week 

they call, Monday through Friday, but on the 6th and 

7th days there is a flurry of activities. 

“Most celebrants are seen out engaging themselves 

with the land, or gathered on the bodies of water, 

some real devotees cover themselves with oil and lay 

out all day long in humble devotion to the sun. 

Masses gather in stadiums and celebrate with loud 

shouts of praise as the worship leaders run around on 

the grass jumping and spinning and diving in a dance 

of celebration kicking or throwing or hitting a ball. 

“But there is a sad, secretive group that gathers each 

Sunday in small closed quarters. They look 

uncomfortable with restrictive clothing, and somber 

faces. They sit in rows with little or no interaction 

between one another. Then after an hour or so, they 

leave, never to speak of their time together, but to 

gather again next week stiff and uncomfortable, 

shallow and untouched.”  

Does that describe the Church which is the Living 

Body of Christ? Is that a fair assessment of today’s 

religious practices? Any truth to us, FPC BG? 2 



The Apostle Paul faced a difficult situation even in 

the very beginnings of the Church. Even before there 

were denominational differences, there was 

confusion as to the mission and purpose, the reason 

for being church. 

There were those in Paul’s day that understood the 

church was an avenue to personal riches, prosperity, 

self-actualization and worth. They preached like He-

man proclaimed, “I have the power!” and they 

beckoned, “Come follow me and I will show you 

wealth and health. We possess the key to happiness. 

We will show you who to associate with and who to 

stay away from.” 

Paul has to reshape, refocus, reclaim the Church for 

Jesus Christ. He says, “if anyone is in Christ, that 

person is part of the new creation. The old things 

have gone away, and look, new things have arrived!” 

(2 Corinthians 5:17) Does that sound like what we 

are part of here at FPC BG? Are we part of a new 

creation? Are we doing something new in God’s 

world? 

We saw the skit, “You- sitting in the pew next to 

me.” Could you relate? Is there a longing to be 

heard, a deep desire to be touched, a need to be 

understood? Then would not the church be the 

people who would listen, and touch, and understand? 

Not listen to be able to respond and contribute to the 

conversation, but to listen to understand, not judge, 

but really understand. 

We sang at the Introit, “Lord prepare me to be a 

sanctuary.” That is my fervent prayer. Is it yours?  

To be a safe place, a sanctuary? 

The Apostle Paul is absolutely true when he says, 

“We are well known by God.” (2 Corinthians 5:11) 

God knows us. God knows us better than we know 

ourselves for we keep thinking that we are in charge 

and that we have all the answers. One of the gifts of 

community, when we understand community to be 

the church, is that we can be real. We can be known 

for who we really are, with hurts and joys, things 

that scare us and things that excite us. And the 

beauty of community is that we can share who we 

are with others. We can learn from them and they 

from us. Together we can grow in faith and love and 

wholeness. It takes trust, it takes a sanctuary to risk, 

to be vulnerable. 

When we realize that “We are well known by God” 

we don’t have to go on hiding from others…and 

maybe, just maybe we can be the loving, caring, 

uplifting people God sees us to be worth sending 

God’s Son to die for.  
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And maybe, just maybe when we see ourselves as 

God sees us, we will be the church who, as the Book 

of Order directs, “is sent out to bear witness to the 

good news of reconciliation with God, with others, 

and with all creation.” (F-1.0205) 

And maybe, just maybe we can be the church that 

proclaims, “You- sitting next to me on the pew- I see 

you. I hear you. I love you.” 

May it be so. 
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