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WHERE CHRIST WELCOMES ALL

“Grateful for Regrets?”
By Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley

In the sixth grade two important things happened in my life — one | would
instantly love, one that was immediately terrifying. I’'m so grateful for both of them
today.

| was always a smart (read:nerdy) kid throughout grade school, but it

wasn’t until the sixth grade that | was placed in a “talented and gifted” (TAG, for
short) course of study for math and English. For the first time, | received instruction at a level that really did
challenge me and | found a community of other smart (read: nerdy) peers who also challenged me. | loved it! |
felt safe, challenged, and inspired. It was only for those two topics, though, and we were re-integrated with the
rest of our classmates for the majority of the day.

Also, at this exact same time, my sixth-grade teacher sat JS* next to me. JS was a bully. JS has forearm
hair at 12-years-old. JS had calloused knuckles. JS scared me. And now, immediately to my right, sat JS. |
couldn’t believe it. What if he wanted to cheat off of me? | was (and am) a rule follower, but there was also no
way | was going to be a snitch. What if he just wanted to talk when the teacher was talking? Was | supposed to
shush him? | was convinced that if | shushed him once he’d make sure I'd lose the front teeth necessary to
make that sound! He was still putting his books into his new desk next to mine and | was already in a cold
sweat of anxiety.

With the benefit of hindsight, | now understand that this was a strategic choice. My sixth-grade teacher
was hoping | might rub off on JS a little. (And, for all | know, maybe she was hoping I'd gain a backbone when it
came to bullies?). And so it happened. We were all of five minutes into our first worksheet assignment when JS
whispered, “Hey, can you help me?” | quickly scanned the room to see if the teacher was glaring at me or to
see if the police were going to bang through the door for breaking the “no speaking without permission” rule.
But all was calm, so | looked to JS and | saw, for the briefest moment, a little vulnerability — a little humanity — in
his eyes. He really didn’t know what to do. | knew | couldn’t let him cheat — I'd be just as guilty as him if | did —
so | quietly tried to point to a clue in the reading to help him find the right answer to the question. He paused,
read the paragraph | had pointed to a couple times (or maybe one time slowly), and then lit up when he found
the answer. Emboldened, he seemed to settle into the assignment enough to not need my help.

Well, this is how the school year played out. But also over that time, JS slowly became more social with
me outside of the classroom. | found | was no longer part of his “loser lottery” for who would get bullied at
recess. | slowly even began to like the guy... as much as one can like a hornet the size of a pit bull.

| ask you to indulge my little trip down memory lane because it recently occurred to me that A LOT of life
is like my sixth-grade year. Both personally and professionally, | find that 20-percent of my time — like the 20-

Page 1

1f you shap at Kroger, sign-wp to hely the church—enroll ix Kiager Kewards




percent of my school day that | got to spend with my “TAG” peers — is fun, exhilarating, life-giving, challenging-in
-the-best-way, and joyful. The other 80-percent? Taken up by folks or situations that | might feel are beneath
me, or causes me anxiety, or bullies me a little, or just generally drains energy out of me rather than helping
restore it.

This is why the living parable that is JS, though, is so important because JS was definitely part of that 80
-percent when | was 12-years-old, but | now regard that time as meaningful and important. It was with JS that |
learned that all the knowledge | loved to collect because it excited my imagination and fueled my curiosity was
not mine to hold forever. JS taught me — or, maybe, my wise sixth grade teacher used JS to teach me — that |
am my brother’s keeper, so to speak, and that my gifts were not and are not meant for me alone. And, more so,
that those gifts are best used not in service to other gifted people but for those who need a hand up.

| realize this story and its interpretation risk painting me in a heroic light. It shouldn’t. It shouldn’t because
it took years — roughly 31 of them — for me to realize that my place of resentment in the sixth grade is now my
place of gratitude. And 31 years is a really long time to figure that out; definitely not a “talented-and-gifted”
timeline.

Mostly, though, | hope that this story helps you reflect on places of resentment that have been
transformed — by time, by perspective, by reflection, by grace — into places of gratitude. And then, we all get to
ask the hard question: What place of resentment today might become a place of gratitude in the future? Oof!
Because it would be just like our good God to do that to us, right? A God of grace would transform negative
things like resentment into positive things like gratitude. A God of love would make us see the vulnerability and
humanity in our bullies. An eternal God would have the patience to plant a seed that germinates for 31 years.

I’'m quite sure I’'m going to keep grumbling about the 80-percent of things that take my energy. I'm sure |
will still stumble into resentment on the regular. I'm sure I'll still do my best to duck the bullies of life. But what |
can’t do is trust that today’s resentment will also be tomorrow’s resentment. Now | have to stay open to the
possibility that today’s annoying thing is tomorrow’s place of surprise, of blessing, of growth.

So, tend carefully with your present resentments — don’t kick them around or gripe about them too much
— because you never know when one of them will reveal itself as tomorrow’s gratitude.

*Only initials because JS doesn’t know he’s about to be a star in a church newsletter article

Jingle Jumble Christmas Sale

The leaves may still be on the trees, but it is time to think
Christmas decorations! The Jingle Jumble Christmas sale will be back

again this year 9 am - 3 pm on Saturday, November 22th. Start going
through your old decorations! If you have items you would like to donate to the sale, we will accept donations
of decorations/decor starting on Tuesday. November 11 through Thursday November 20. Items should

be left in the designated drop off area in Fellowship Hall. Please do not leave your donated decorations in the

lobby. Funds raised through this event help fund our Choral Scholars. If you would like to volunteer during the
set up or the Saturday event, please contact Susan Dunn (sudnn@gmail.com) or Nancy Hess
(nhess1581@yahoo.com).
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Famifly andf Youth Monstry Modthlly
Wﬂlé MEET

A Wedesdny A

Come joinus on Wednesday evenings for a time of community, breaking bread, and
learning something new! Each meeting will begin with a time of food and chatting
and then transition into a lesson or activity. WeMeet will start at 5:30pm on
Wednesdays. Is 5:30 too early? Don't worry! We are meeting until 7:00 and will
gladly save food for until you arrive! This is a causal learning space where you can
feel free to come and go as you need.

November 5 - First Presbyterian’s Mission Committee
November 12 —-Heidi Nees-Carver (BGSU Associate Professor, scholar, and advocate
of Native
American Justice)
November 19 - “A Theology of Gender” (Pastor Jeff Schooley)

[Note: Trans Day of Remembrance, Thursday, November 20]

November 26 - No WeMeet: Thanksgiving Week

JAVE THE DATE
Pty

Date: December 10th 6pm
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ADVENT
Stiuing. o, Light e e Yniforess

The Advent season is quickly approaching! The first Sunday of Advent will be
November 30 We will begin our ritual of lighting the advent candles. However,
because our Advent Journey is so short this year we will begin our Advent nightly
study on December 1st. We will have booklets available to pick up for your the
Advent journey in the fellowship hall starting November 16th with the live-streams
starting November 30. Kid-friendly Ad\{egf Calendars with activities will also be
available!
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P £\ 2, The Deacons Christmas Breakfast Ministry

‘()flul(m - 27 Mark your calendars for December 13"! The Deacons’ Christmas Breakfast Ministry
}::‘ (B'.(,a[( ast %‘ will be supporting area families and individuals with a $100 Aldi gift card. Each child will

- Q_" e Ministry H .

- % \% = receive a $40 Walmart gift card.

m; \\(\7\\) "~ The event will be held at the W. C. Senior Center on Grove St. from 9:30 to 11:30. We
>2///

B 6,&‘

need about 20 Volunteers to help in various ways, before, during and after the event.

Sign up using the volunteer sheet in the Fellowship Hall or the weekly worship bulletins.

We have a long-standing tradition of helping those who have a hard time around the holiday season, and this
year, we continue that tradition. Many of you have already donated to the Deacons Christmas Breakfast
Ministry, and we truly appreciate it. There is still time to make a donation if you would like. Please write a
check payable to First Presbyterian Church and on the memao, line write “Deacons’ Xmas.” A donation can
also be made through Venmo and PayPal.

The Mitten Tree - As cold weather approaches, The Mitten Tree will appear in the church

narthex. Let’s decorate it with a ton of adult and children size mittens, gloves, hats, scarves,
and socks. Collected items are then distributed through the Deacons Shop and at the Deacons

Christmas Breakfast Ministry. Announcements will be made when it is time to bring in your
donation and adorn the tree.

Helping Hands

The next Helping Hands hygiene and cleaning item distribution is November
14th. Last month, we served 127 dinners and distributed groceries and hygiene

items to 15 families and 18 individuals.
This month, we are in particular need of the following items if you would like to donate products.

Toilet paper

Paper towels

Feminine Hygiene Pads
Baby diapers (sizes 4, 5, 6)

L

Please place donations in the box located in the church lobby by November 9". The items will be taken
to First Christian Church for distribution on November 14th. If you want to contribute but don’t have time to
shop, a monetary donation can be made. We’'ll do the shopping.

We welcome volunteers to help with the distribution of the cleaning and hygiene items. Join us on November
14th from 4 to 6 pm at First Christian Church, corner of Poe and Haskins Road to help distribute the cleaning
and hygiene products.

We are making a difference in people’s lives. Thank you for supporting these community projects.

D ; . AC O NS Terri McNamara, Ellyn Stout, Scotty Huntington, Libby Dachik, Kathy Sweeney,
Eollswincis liad | Uadksots Sonvs Lee Liebetreu, Dave Horger
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Staff at First Presbyterian

Pastor

Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley
fpcbgjeff@gmail.com
330/931-9165

Family & Youth Ministries
Specialist (FYMS)
Amanda Ark
akark@bgsu.edu

937/ 844-6787

Director of Music Ministry
Heather McEwen Goldman
goldman.heather@gmail.com
646/326-4058

Office Administrator

Tammy Schnitker
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
419/352-5176

Treasurer, Gale Swanka
gswanka@bgsu.edu
419/575-1478

Joyce Kepke, Financial Secretary
kepkejm(@dacor.net
419-270-2958

Sextons Fernando Hernandez &
Monica Garcia

Nursery Worker
Araya Musselman

Phone: 419/352-5176
E-mail:
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org

The office is closed daily for
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
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We knew the Electronic Recycling event in
September was successful. The numbers are in

)/
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and they prove it! Our partner in the event, BGSU

GREE
T Al

Office of Sustainability, posted the following

information on Facebook:

Our Electronic Recycling Drive results are in! This was our first time
collaborating with First Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green Ohio and
the Wood County Committee on Aging for an e-waste drive during the fall
semester. Keep an eye out on our platforms for our next drive in the
spring! We are pleased to support the public good and provide a proper
outlet for e-waste. We collected 17,814 Ibs this September.

Why is this important?

e These materials are valuable! The gold, silver, platinum, copper, and
other precious metals in electronics are also costly and
environmentally intrusive to mine. Studies show that every year, the
amount of these materials that end up in landfills globally is worth
upwards of 50 billion dollars.

o Electronics contain toxins that, when disposed of improperly, can
contaminate communities. A 2020 study shows that e-waste accounts
for 70% of toxic waste in America, despite being only 2% of the
material found in landfills. Our partner AIM eCycling is the only
"responsible recycling" (R2) certified electronics recycler by the EPA
in our region, meaning this waste is properly recycled into new
products.

o Electronics production continues to increase, yet in recent years,
studies show that only ~17-22% of e-waste is formally collected and
recycled. @officialbgsu has consistently been a partner with our
greater community, and our electronics recycling drives are just one
way that we can help the community responsibly dispose of unwanted
and outdated electronics!

Tip of the month:

The leaves are falling, and the trees will soon be bare. The
City of Bowling Green usually schedules 2 leaf pick up
periods. If you rake your leaves into piles by the curb, the
city will take them away.

If you only have a small tree or two which don’t have many leaves, you can
consider just leaving them on your lawn. The leaves will break down and help
your lawn be healthier next year.

If you have more leaves, you can leave your leaves in piles on your lawn. But
if those piles are large, they will likely not break down before spring. You can
then consider mulching your leaves. Mulching leaves acts much like compost
by letting nutrients go back into your soil. It is also faster and more
environmentally friendly. You can just mow your lawn, which will mulch your
leaves as you go. Depending on the amount of leaves, you may need to mow
when many of the leaves have fallen, and then repeat it as more leaves fall.
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CALL FOR USHERS!

There is no doubt that our team of ushers is one of the treasures of our
ugl(]a' church: friendly faces greeting people as they come into the sanctuary, helping
to prepare the sanctuary every Sunday before the congregation arrives, and
Ministry collecting the weekly offertory donations. But we urgently need more people to
join the team. The numbers are spread thin, leaving minimal breathing room
whenever people go on vacation, have other commitments, get sick, or become
involved in some other aspect of a particular church service. Please consider joining our usher team,
so that we are not exhausting the small, rotating group of people we have been able to count on
regularly.

There is a sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall. Donna Nelson-Beene and Ellyn Stout can be
contacted if you are interested. There is minimal training involved, and newcomers can be walked
through the basics on the first day they volunteer. In addition, ushers need to be briefed on basic safety
protocols for the church and the need to be vigilant about unauthorized entry and other matters with
which we hopefully not be confronted: it does not happen often, but the ushers are part of our first line
of defense.

Also, if you are interested in baking bread for Communion, please speak with Pastor Jeff or
Dana Nemeth. There, too, we could do with a “many hands make light work” approach.

Christopher Williams, chair, Worship Committee.

PW Thank Offering Offering
THAN KOFFERING
PRESBYTERAN WOMEN — Presbyterian Women will be collecting the annual Thank

Granes il et cucial mesds for persons wbo av burting Offering on Sunday, November 16.

Af least 40% of the Offertng will fund bospitals and bealth ministries
A2
1# % the national office and fund 10 grants selected by the Creative
" Ministries Offering Committee. Grant recipients are from synods
across the country. Their projects include providing beds, tiny houses, healthy foods, showers and
various training programs. The roots of this program extend back to 1888 in Springfield Ohio. We hope
you chose to support this program and follow the example of how to show gratitude to God through our
giving to one another. Special envelopes will be available Sunday, November 16, as well as a QR code
for online contributions.

PRESSYTERIAN CHURCH (USAJ

All funds received through the Thank Offering are passed on to

NAne

November’s First Friday will be held Nov. 7th at 6 pm at the Log

Cabin Tavern, T464 County Rd. 3, Liberty Center. Reservations are

due to Nettie by Wednesday, Nov. 5th. Nettie can be reached at

EST. 2014 419/262-7889 or nettierose@aol.com.
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Witte's Words

Note from the Editor: Karen Witte (said "witty") has been a member of FPCBG for 50 years. She currently
resides at BG Manor and isn't able to make it to church, but would still like to bless her church using her God-
given gift with words. She used these gifts in her career as a proofreader for the Sentinel-Tribune. Make sure to
check out "Witte's Words" each month in the pages of this newsletter. Her first offering is a nice introduction to
her and her character.

Forever Young
Although I'm getting on in years,
| don’t have worries, doubts and fears.

I live my life from day to day, trusting God to show the way.
I've always been young for my age,

Finding good in every stage.

I guess | still think like a child,
Filled with gentle thoughts and mild.
| still find joy and wonder
In things that may seem small.
| don’t take them for granted.

I’'m grateful for them all.

I’'m content with simple things.
| don’t crave wealth or fame.
| won't join the rat race.

4
N

| won't play that game.
| believe you can’t buy love
And that’s what we all need

More than earthly riches
To satisfy our greed.

True peace of mind and happiness
Are far more worthy goals
And if you seek them wisely,
You'll never lose your souls
Children’s hearts are full of love,

They must be taught to hate. *
To grow up hard and cynical -8
Is not a pleasant fate. %
I hope | never reach that point
<

Of my heart becoming cold.
I hope I'm still a little girl

Even when I'm old.
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BGSL|J | Asian Studies &%‘7&@

Y

BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY '

INTER FAITH

' WEDNESDAY ['=h
NOVEMBER 5TH

DIALOGUE

CENTRAL HALL 1007
3:000-4:155PM

PANELIST

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley is the pastor
at First Presbyterian Church, Bowling
Green. He holds a PhD in Christian Ethics
from Duquesne University

Dr. S. Zaheer Hasan, MD, is a neurologist o

with ProMedica and serves on the

Governor of Ohio's Board for Faith-Based

and Community Initiatives

~

. =83

\ o
X\

Dr. Simon Morgan-Russell, is the Dean of
the Honors College and Professor of

teacher in the Order of Mountains and

Clouds

N

| MODERATED BY: |

)
‘%v English at BGSU. He is also a Zen Buddhist

Dr. Andrew Kunze is an Assistant Teaching
Professor in History, Asian Studies, and
International Studies at BGSU. He teaches on
Asian Religions and is a scholar of modern,

global Hinduism

TEA AND SNACKS WILL BE SERVED

QUESTIONS? CONTACT DR. ANDREW KUNZE (AKUNZE@BGSU.EDU )
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November 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
ESL=English as a YG=Youth Med. HYT=Horizon CN=Chris. Nurture TL= Trumpet SC=Sort Clothes
REMEMBER
5
2 10 Worship & 3 Closed 4 1 Book 5 6 9:30 Deacons’ 7 5:30-8:30 8
Communion Group in Library 9 Sorting Shop is open & Spectra Trio
4 Girl Scouts 5:30 ESL Clothes Staff mtg. S;’;‘ﬁ;ﬁy
- Classes
7 MRG-GL YO 3-4 Trumpet 5:30 ESL Classes
Lessons 6 Bell Choir ) .
5:30 WEMeet |7 Choir 6 Nirst Mriday @
6-9WCL Sam |7 MRin FH Tovern
Goodwin event
9 10 Worship 10 Closed 11 1 Book 12 13 9:30 Deacons’ |14 ) 15
11 Mission mtg Group in Library | o Sorting Shop is open & 4:30- Hel||o:|_ng
4 Girl Scouts 5:30 ESL Clothes Staff mtg. Hands at First
- I
7 MRG-GL g_:gsg‘zssion 3-4 Trumpet 5:30 ESL Classes . | Church
it Lessons 6 Bell Choir
8 A?A - 4:30 Trustees 7 Choir
5:30 WEMeet 7MRin FH
16 10 Worship 17 Closed 18 December |19 20 9:30 Deacons’ 21 22
11:1.30 Deacons Newslletter 9 Sorting Shop is open &
4 Girl Scouts Deadline Clothes Staff mtg.
7 MRG-GL 1 Book Group in |3-4 Trumpet S Worship mtg
. ] 5:30 ESL Classes
Library 5:30 |Lessons 4
6 Bell Choir
ESL Classes 5:30 WEMeet )
8 AAin FH ' 7 Choir
7 MR in FH
23 10 Worship 24 Closed 25 1 Book 26 9 Sorting 27 Office Closed 28 Office 29
in Li Clothes
4 Girl Scouts ?;%UESIE Library Closed
7 MRG-GL : 3-4 Trumpet
Classes Lessons
7CN&CG
mtgs.
8 AAin FH

30 10 Worship
4 Girl Scouts
7 MRG-GL
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November 2025
Nov. 01 Kyle Hammersmith
Nov. 03 Carolyn Layne
Nov. 05 Scotty Huntington,
Nov. 06 Gary Layne
Nov. 07 Rhonda Melchi,
Nov. 10 Jim Dachik
Nov. 11 Gail Nader
Nov. 13 Calla Higgins, Linda Reynolds
Nov. 15 Elaine Bast, Carol Lashuay, Terri McNamara
Nov. 19 Marcy St. John
Nov. 24 Debbie Zappitelli
Nov. 27 Dani Cookson, Terry Housholder
Nov. 29 Drew Hanna, Anne Graves
Nov. 30 Dave Hyslop

(if your birthday doesn’t appear here, please contact the office with
your date of birth mm/dd/year)

2025 Officers of the Church
SESSION

Class 0f 2025: Jen Codding, O’Leo Loki,
Donna Nelson-Beene
Class 0of 2026: Dar Bevelhymer, Karla Geyman,
Chris Williams
Class 0f 2027: Anne Moser, Christine Guenther, Lisa Lawson

Moderator: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley: Clerk: Anne Moser

DEACONS

Class of 2025: Terri McNamara, Dave Horger
Class of 2026: Kathy Sweeney, Lee Liebetreu
Class 0of 2027: Libby Dachik, Scotty Huntington, Ellyn Stout

Chair: Terri McNamara Secretary: Libby Dachik

TRUSTEES

Class 0of 2025: Sue Clark, Chet Marcin
Class of 2026: Lowell Nees, Dana Nemeth
Class 0of 2027: Rosemary Apple

Co-Chairs: Sue Clark & Dana Nemeth
Secretary:

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
126 South Church Street

Bowling Green OH 43402
phone:419/352-5176
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
web:www firstpresbyterianbg.org

We are on Facebook.
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