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Dear Friends and Family of First,
You’re going to hear this in my sermon on August 29th but I wanted you to
be able to sit with this for a while. This really touched my heart. Take a moment
and ponder love as Father Richard Rohr describes it.
"Love is not really an action that you do. Love is what you are. Love is a place
that already exists inside you. It is a place you must learn to go to, which is within

you but bigger than you at the same time. That’s the paradox. It’s within you and
yet beyond you...Love is not something you can buy, nor something you can
attain or work up to, because you already have it, it is your deepest identity. It is quite simply the presence
of God within you. Our word for that has been the Holy Spirit, uncreated grace, or the divine indwelling. God
always loves and is forever united to this love within you. It is this that God sees in you, loves in you, and
cannot reject."
I’ve seen love throughout my two years as your interim pastor. Just recently I saw love exude from
these walls as we welcomed Michelle, Rosemary, Kathy, and now Al into active membership. Each one
vocalizing that the welcome they have felt is why they have joined this congregation. It is not just the

welcome they have felt but the welcome they have seen extended to the LGBTQIA+ community, to the
migrant farmers, to B.R.A.V.E. organization. Yes, we really do honor and treasure everyone!
On September 19th in worship and right after worship, we will have the opportunity to see the breadth
of our welcome. Representatives from AA and La Conexion will share their stories and down in fellowship
hall we will see many of the opportunities we have to reach out and welcome others through the Backpack
Project, Campus Fest on BGSU’s campus, Presbyterian Women, Mission and Outreach committees. It will
be a festive Mission Fair.
It all goes back to “love”. Rohr says, “Love is what you are.” From our base, from our foundation,
from our essence of who we are - all are welcome. Welcome is the mandate Jesus Christ commands when
he says, “Go and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son and
the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) That’s who we are. WE are disciples of Christ and it shows in our
welcome.
You’ve heard it before but I’ll say it again, “Welcome home! No matter where you are on your
spiritual journey, you are welcome here!”
Serving a Loving Lord,

David

The Migrant Camp visit was a wonderful afternoon on August 8. We were joined by La Conexion
and residents of the camp for food and activities. The children at the camp enjoyed playing with our gi-

ant parachute, bubbles, and corn hole. They got to hear stories and keep a book thanks to the Wood
County Library’s Maria Simon and Amy Raymond, and also got to make a craft. Families got a delivery
of food thanks to the Brown Bag Project, received hygiene items, and were able to select some clothes
from the Deacon’s Shop. And of course, everyone got to enjoy pizza, watermelon, and desserts.
Thank you so much to everyone who helped make this visit possible. Members donated clothes and hygiene items, helped load tables and chairs, attended the event, loaned us trucks and trailers, helped at
the camp, and generally showed how warm and welcoming First Presbyterian Church is. Thank you!
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There is a new date for
the electronics recycling
event: Saturday,
September 18 from 10
am to 1 pm.
We are working with AIM e-cycling to have
them deliver and later pick up collection boxes for your
electronic items. What can you e-cycle? Almost
anything except the old-style TV’s (the big tube TVs)
and CRT tubes. Here’s some things you can e-cycle:
computers, laptops, monitors, flat screen tvs, printers,
cables, speakers, cell phones, electronic games, VCR

and DVD players. There’s more information on the
AIM website at aimecycling.com.
According to AIM’s website, they “process

September 11th
Observance
Frederick Buechner wrote:

“A RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE can be a wedding, a

christening, a Memorial Day service, a bar mitzvah, or
anything like that you might be apt to think of. There
are lots of things going on at them. There are lots of
things you can learn from them if you're in a receptive
state of mind. The word "observance" itself suggests
what is perhaps the most important thing about them.
“A couple are getting married. A child is being
given a name. A war is being remembered and many
deaths. A boy is coming of age.
“It is life that is going on. It is always going on,

hundreds of tons of e-waste every month. Some

and it is always precious. It is God that is

devices, such as desktop & laptop computers, flat-

going on. It is you who are there that is going on.

screen monitors, cell phones, and games, can be
refurbished and re-used. The remaining e-waste is
separated for further processing in specialized
facilities that can extract various components and

precious metals. The rest is shredded into new

“As Henry James advised writers, be one on
whom nothing is lost.
“OBSERVE!! There are few things as
important, as religious, as that.”

Join the Men’s Breakfast as we

materials and devices.” If you have any questions,

OBSERVE 9-1-1 Saturday, September 11 at 9 a.m.

contact Gale Swanka at gswanka@bgsu.edu.

in Fellowship Hall.

Thank you to everyone who has helped outside
the church this season! In the courtyard and on the
north side, a team weeded, pruned, mulched, Bob
Callecod also picked off mealy bugs. In the community
garden, Corky, Dar, Lyn, David, Mikel, and a group from
WLI planted flowers, veggies, and herbs. WLI even added
painted rocks to their bed. Their work truly helps us

appreciate the beauty of the earth.

Tip of the month: We have veggies available from
the community garden! Most
Sundays after the service there are
items in the Fellowship Hall you can
take home – tomatoes, peppers,
cucumbers, corn. Yum!
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If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering

School Supplies
Schools open soon! - Please help provide supplies to students
who need them. We are looking for the following items:
•

Dry erase pens – black, please

•

Pencils – made in USA please, not decorative;

•

Crayons – boxes of 24 Crayola crayons;

•

Thick Markers - classic colors

These will be given to the teachers at Crim Elementary to help
students who need supplies. You can place the supplies in boxes in the lobby. If you prefer, you can
also make out a check to First Presbyterian Church, and note ‘school supplies’ in the memo line.

Please bring in your donations by Sunday, September 5. Thank you!
The Mission Committee also sent $1000 to Partners in Health to help relief efforts in Haiti following the recent earthquake. As Lyn Long so eloquently said, Haiti is one of the poorest countries, and
has been his by so many disasters over the last 10 years or
so. Any support we can offer will go a long way toward helping. If you would like to make additional donations, you can
make a check to Firs Presbyterian Church with a note directing the funds to Haiti. We will then send a check to Presby-

terian Disaster Relief.

Officers of the
Church
Session Members
Dar Bevelhymer
Lee Liebetreu
Bob Vincent

Christina Guenther
Lisa Lawson LaPointe
Terri McNamara
Donna Nelson Beene
David Montgomery, Moderator

Carolyn Layne
Gale Swanka

Deacon Members
Peggy Brigham
Cathy Horger
Jan McLaughlin

Sandi Carsey
Dave Horger
Adriane Weisert

Mikel Grenier
Dave Hyslop

Beatrice Guenther
Dick Martin

Trustee Members
Bob Callecod
Chet Marcin
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Mike Evans
Terri McNamara

Drew Hanna
Linda Smith

Joyce Kepke

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering

CWS BLANKETS
Honor Certificate
In grateful recognition of your support for
Emergency response & sustainable development around
the world through Church World Service.
First Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, OH
May 2021
Building a world with enough for all.

The church’s very dear and
special member, Liz Uhlman,
recently celebrated a very special
birthday with her children down in
Gahanna where she lives. Liz is a
very regal lady and she is missed
dearly by those of us lucky
enough to know her are blessed
by her friendship. If you would like
to send Liz a belated birthday
wish and are a member of the
church please call the church
office if you’d like to send her a
card.

Welcome our New Member Allen Holder, a mathematician from Terre Haute,
Indiana and the son of Scotty Huntington, who has transferred his membership to
First Presbyterian Church, BG from Central Presbyterian Church in Terre
Haute. He embraces FPC's mission and looks forward to participating in FPC's
active and engaged congregation. Allen's lifelong Christian history includes
stints as an Episcopalian and as a Disciple of Christ, but he has served as a
Presbyterian for the last decade. He is married to Leanne Holder, and they are
blessed with two teenagers -- Ridge and Rowyn Holder.
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Sermon Overview
September 2021
Join Pastor David on Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. for the Bible
Lectionary Series on the scripture that the sermon will be based
on the following Sunday. Contact Pastor David if you’d like to be included
in the discussion.

September 5
September 12

Prayer Practices

Aaron Roos preaching

What Have We Signed Up For?

Mark 8:27-38

Jesus asks Peter, “Who do you say that I am?” It is a very personal, intimate question. The only
question required to be answered affirmatively when joining a Presbyterian church is, “Is Jesus Christ
your Lord and Savior?” When we say, “Yes!” what are we saying? What are we committing to? Jesus
lays out pretty clearly that he is inviting us to follow him…and he “must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed.” (vs 31) Do we understand that?
September 19

Welcoming the Vulnerable

Mark 9:30-37

Jesus rebukes his disciples who are arguing over who is the greatest. He takes a child from his
mother’s care and says, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” Who do we
welcome? This Sunday is our Mission and Outreach Fair. Representatives from our mission partners
will be in fellowship hall after worship to share their stories.
September 26

Called to Be Disciples

Mark 9:38-50

Jesus has some harsh words for us when we judge others and separate ourselves from others
who are serving Christ. We often keep tally on who’s in and who’s out. Who is doing it our way, the right
way? Who is wrong? Case in point, we have eight (8) different Presbyterian denominations in the
United States alone. Eight denominations from the same polity! We divide ourselves, judging the others.
Who loses out when we cannot work together?
October 3
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World Communion Sunday and Confirmation Sunday

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards

Updates from the Outreach Committee

Staff at First Presbyterian
Interim Pastor,
Rev. David M. Montgomery
revdmm@gmail.com
419/345-2193

+

Choir Director
Aaron Roos,
akroos@bgsu.edu
216/970-6518
Organist
Heather McEwen Goldman
goldman.heather@gmail.com
646/326-4058
Office Administrator
Tammy Schnitker
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
419/352-5176
Receptionist, Mikel Grenier
fpcmikel@gmail.com
419/352-5176
Sextons, Fernando & Monica
Garcia
Youth Co-Ordinator Volunteer
Brie Bradshaw,
brieb@bgsu.edu
951/207-2758

Office Information
Monday-Church Closed
Tues.—Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Phone: 419/352-5176
Fax: 419/352-8808
E-mail:
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org

We are excited to be involved with CampusFest at BGSU on Sept. 9
from noon to 3pm. This is our opportunity to invite students to our
church. CampusFest is the annual outdoor fair that takes place in the
BGSU quadrangle. Community and student organizations are invited to
set up an info table. This year, we plan to:
•

set up our tent,

•

wear our church t-shirts,

•

include a Prize Wheel and treats and

•

have prepared flyer about FPC BG and an invitation to the first WeMeet on Wednesday, Sept. 15 @ 6pm.
Calling on volunteers to help staff the table for an hour. We need
at least 4 more volunteers for one-hour shifts. Please contact
Christina Guenther (cguenth@bgsu.edu) if you have time and
interest.
************

October is LGBTQ+ History Month! The Outreach Committee looks
forward to hosting a film evening (Stonewall in October) on Oct. 24 @
8pm. Please save the date. We may be showing the film outdoors.
We are also looking for testimonials from our FPC community that highlight questions like: when did I learn there were other ways to express
oneself sexually? what should others know about the LGBTQ+ community/experience? about life as a transgender individual? Please contact

The office is closed daily for
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Beatrice Guenther (bguenth@gmail.com) if you are willing to share
a few lines for the weekly Sunday bulletins under the heading

“Telling our Stories” in October. Deadline Sept. 20.

Have you
‘liked’ us on
Facebook?
Just enter

*******
SafeZone 2.0 Workshop: In the spirit of Christ welcomes ALL, we are
planning a second SafeZone workshop at the church to be coordinated
with BGSU’s Office of Diversity and Belonging in early November. Find
out more about (trans-)gender identity and expression/ presentation and
how to be an ally!
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If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards

On Sunday Aug 1, our congregation elected the following
individuals to serve on our Pastor Nominating Committee:
Rosemary Apple, Dar Bevelhymer, Lisa Lawson, Jen Codding,
Maggie Layne, Dick Martin, and Donna Nelson-Beene. We met
on August 12 with Rev. Jeanne Gay from Collingwood
Presbyterian for an hour of training and it was decided that Dar
Bevelhymer would be the chair of the committee. The PNC is
schedule to meet again on August 22 to work on our Ministry Information Form (MIF.) This document is
a profile of our church that describes the mission and vision of our congregation and the leadership
competencies we are looking for in our next pastor. Once approved by our Session and the Presbytery,
the form will be uploaded to the Church Leadership Connection (CLC) which is a national data base and
they will begin matching us with the Personal Information Forms (PIF) of individuals who are looking for
a pastoral position. It’s an exciting time for our church and we ask for your prayers for wisdom and
discernment as we embark on this journey.
Dar Bevelhymer
Chair, Pastor Nominating Committee

From the Finance Committee: Have you
remembered the church in your estate planning? We
have been blessed in recent years to receive sizable
bequests from the estates of a few of our departed
church members. Those funds, prudently invested,
have produced income that has partially filled the
gaps in our operating budgets over the years when
congregational giving hasn’t been sufficient to meet our needs.
Including the church in your estate planning is a way to ensure that our church and its programs endure
for the next generation. There are a number of ways to make future gifts to the church including a
bequest in a will, a charitable gift annuity, life insurance or a charitable remainder/residual trusts. Or you
may be among those of us who are entering our golden years who have an IRA or annuity that requires
us to begin taking a minimum distribution. You may want to consider having part or all of that distribution
paid directly to the church and avoid paying any tax on those funds.
We encourage you to talk with your financial advisor or estate planning professional to find the best
giving options for you.
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Remember the church in your will.

We in the church office have the very special
and unique opportunity to interact with the WLI
(Work Leads to Independence) program that runs
out of the church. We have the honor and the
privilege of getting to know and build some very
special bonds with them. They in turn L-O-V-E
being here everyday. They love it so much that
they wrote thank you notes to the church. We
hope you enjoy reading them and also see the
wonderful mission work being done.
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Remember the church in your will.
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September 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2 9:30 Deacons
Shop

3 Office Closed–
Labor Day Holiday

4

10

11

5:30 No
Lectionary
Bible Study

5 Mission Mtg.

David vacation
5

6 church closed

7

8 9 Sort Clothes 9 12-3 BGSU
CAMPUS FEST
5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study via 5 Worship via
Zoom
Zoom

10 Worship

9 Men’s
Breakfast in FH

7 Trustees
8 A.A.

12 10 Worship

13 church closed

14

15

11:15 Deacons
Mtg.

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study via
Zoom
7 Session-hybrid

16 9:30 Deacons’ 17
Shop

7 Outreach

7 Green Team)

8 A.A.

19

20 church closed

10 Worship
11 - Mission Fair

21 Oct. Newsletter Deadline

22 9 Sort
Clothes

3 MVP Presby
Mtg. via Zoom

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study via
Zoom

23

24

18
10-1 Green
Team
Electronics
Recycling Event
at church

25

Newsletter Sent
out

Tammy’s 25th
Anniversary of
being Office
Administrator at
FPCBG

Oct. 1

Oct.2

7 Session
8 A.A.

26

27 church closed

28

10 Worship

29

30

5:30 Lectionary
Bible Study via
Zoom

9:30 Deacons’
Shop

8 A.A.
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Remember the church in your will.

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
126 South Church Street
Bowling Green OH 43402
phone:419/352-5176
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org
We are on Facebook.

We welcome your support of
our ministry and mission. Just
follow the QR code to our
online donation portal

OUR CHURCH IN ACTION - September 2021

Sept. 1

Pierson Halleck

Sept. 8

Sharon Dimon, Ali McDonald

Sept. 10

Chris Williams, Frank McLaughlin

Sept. 11

Susan Platz

Sept. 22

Janet Hammersmith

Sept. 25

Beatrice Guenther

Sept. 30

Peggy Boren

THANK YOU!
TO THE COURTYARD GARDEN CREW

(If your birthday isn’t listed please let the church
office know your birthdate 00/00/0000)

For making our courtyard so
beautiful and green

