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(U.S.A.) 

 

Dearest Friends and Family of First, 

 Do you like rollercoasters? When Ann Marie and I moved to 
Ohio, 8 years ago, we were so excited to be within an hour of the best 
rollercoasters in the world at Cedar Point! The ride provides 
excitement, thrills even, as you anticipate the rapid descent when you 
are going up, up, up. Then your stomach drops and you scream and 
yell as the ride hits over 100 mph, and flips upside down and 
corkscrews. Then as you return to the loading dock, your hair is a 

mess, your body settles back- but you’ve done it! Now back to the ordinary. Rollercoasters are great! 

 Yes, rollercoasters are great, yet they are taxing on the body and the mind and the soul. We have 
been living on a rollercoaster, in many ways, over the past two and a half years.  

 In the summer of 2019, Mary Jane and Gary were preparing us for their retirement after a rich 
career in ministry with the last 10 years here in BG. There was the celebration and appreciation for them 
but also, the saying “Goodbye”. Up and down- a rollercoaster. 

 In October 2019 I arrived as the Interim Pastor full of enthusiasm and excitement. New ups and new 
downs – a rollercoaster. 

 March 2020 the Covid-19 Pandemic hit, and hit us hard with closing the building, yet keeping the 
ministry active. New experiences with Live Streaming and Zoom meetings. Canceling Deacons’ Shop and 
heavily modifying the Christmas Mission Breakfast and gift ministry. Ups and downs – a rollercoaster. 

 September 2021, the session, presbytery and I negotiated a new contract that allowed me, an 
Interim Pastor, to apply for the called and installed position as Pastor. I was excited and very enthused and 
I did not quite catch the finer details that clearly stated (“David will have no input into the formation of the 
Ministry Information Form (MIF)…He cannot be involved in any discussion with any church members about 
the search process until a new pastor is called.”) 

 It is also reported, “With a public announcement…David has used the pulpit of the church in which 
he serves to promote his call and unduly influence the work of the Pulpit Nominating Committee.” I am so 
sorry. Once again, up and down – a rollercoaster. 

 My heart breaks that I did not use self-discipline and restraint in exercising my position. When the 
Leadership Commission advised me that I had “disrupted the peace and unity of the congregation and the 
work of the PNC by not following the intent of the new contract”, my heart sank. I would never want to 
disrupt the peace and unity. Therefore, on my own fruition, I have withdrawn my name from consideration 
for the remarkable, exciting, life-giving position as called and installed pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Bowling Green, OH. 

 This puts us on a new rollercoaster, with all its ups and downs, twists and turns. I cherish this work 
as we do prepare for the next pastor, who God has already set apart. Our task is to prepare ourselves, our 
committee structure, our practices, our priorities and receive whoever God sends us. 

 Yes, I love rollercoasters – but a little calm would be nice. I love being in ministry with you in this 
temporal way. Thanks for your patience, flexibility and dedication to serving Jesus Christ. 

Enthusiastically Serving Christ, 

    David 
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Dear Church Friends, 

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) wanted to give you an update on 
our progress to date.  We completed our Ministry Information Form (MIF) 
several weeks ago.  This is a document that describes our church and what 
we are looking for in our next pastor.  That document was approved by our 
Session and the Presbytery Leadership Commission.  It was then uploaded 
to the PCUSA Church Leadership Connection (CLC), a national data base 
that matches pastors seeking positions with churches that are looking for a 

new pastor.  Attached is a copy of our MIF as it appears on the CLC.  There are also a few hard copies available 
in the Narthex at church. 

We have already been matched with several Personal Information Forms (PIF) of qualified individuals and we ex-
pect to receive many more.  Then we begin the task of carefully sorting through them all to find the very best can-
didates we can. Some of you are aware that David Montgomery was considering applying to be our full-time pas-
tor.  He has since decided not to apply, but will continue to serve us as our interim pastor, with all the abundant 
love and enthusiasm that he has shown us the past two years, for as long as it takes to find our new pastor. 

On Sunday, November 14, we will have a pulpit exchange with First Presbyterian Church in Findlay.  Their pastor, 
Rev. Jessica Commeret, is the Presbytery’s liaison to our PNC and will not only be preaching that Sunday, but will 
be available to answer any questions you may have about the process we are obligated to follow in choosing our 
next pastor. 

Thank you for your patience and support in this most important task. 

Your Pastor Nominating Committee: 

Dar Bevelhymer, Chair 

Lisa Lawson 

Rosemary Apple 

Jennifer Codding 

Maggie Layne 

Dick Martin 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jingle Jumble Christmas sale will be back this year 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. on Saturday, November 

20th (BG Christmas Parade day). Although this year we will not offer hot drinks and food due to Covid, 

we do hope to fill the room with plenty of gently used Christmas decorations and decor for sale.  

We will accept donations of decorations/decor for the sale Tuesday, November 9 through Thursday No-

vember 18. Items should be left in the designated drop off area in Fellowship Hall.  Please do not leave 

your donated decorations in the lobby.  

Funds raised through this event help fund our church's Choral Scholars (BGSU students who sing in our 

choir).  

Questions? Contact Susan Dunn (419) 352-1927/sudunn@gmail.com OR Nancy Hess (419) 806-4788/

nhess1581@yahoo.com.  
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 We had a 
wonderful year working on 
the church grounds this 
year.   

 Corky Dunsmore 
led the work on the 

community garden.  She and a group of volunteers 
made raise beds, which soon blossomed with 
sunflowers, herbs, tomatoes, corn, and more fruits 
and flowers and veggies.  The plan is to continue the 
garden and add more beds. Consider adopting a bed 
next spring, on your own or with some friends.  The 
latest addition to community garden space is a 
compost bin, which will be used as the beds are 
cleared for this year.  We can also put leaves in the 
bin as they are raked. 

 Bob Callecod also had a group of green-
thumbed volunteers who worked on maintaining and 
improving the spaces in the courtyard and on the 
north side of the church.  They weeded and pruned 
and cut down a tree and put cheerful flowers in the big 
pots outside.  All of this created a welcoming space for 
the church and the community. 

 Samantha Codding culminated more than a 
year of planning by creating the labyrinth that is now 
on the west side of the church.  The labyrinth is slowly 
being discovered by members of the community who 
come to have a quiet walk in the space, or by children 
who think it is a fun maze.  Thanks to the volunteers 
who have helped build and maintain this space.  We 
will soon be adding signage and cards with food for 
thought to the labyrinth.  But Samantha is not done 
yet.  She is now looking at building benches to be 
added to the west side space.  The labyrinth earned 
Samantha her Girl Scout Gold Award, and the 
benches will help her earn an Eagle Scout award. 

 There is a common thread in all of these 
projects – volunteers.  Thank you to everyone who 
helped add beauty and camaraderie to these projects.  
There will be more opportunities next season! 

 

Composting is a great way to 
reduce waste and create fertilizer 
for the future.  As mentioned 
above, we now have a composting 
bin in the community garden.  The 

City of Bowling Green also began a drop-off 
composting service this year.  At first it was on a six-
month trial basis.  It proved to be very well received, 
and the city quickly had to add additional drop-off bins 
near the recycling center on the north side of the city.  
The city is now looking to make this a continuing 
program.  They also offer a free bucket for collection 
of food and some paper products to be composted.  If 
you haven’t already, you can still participate.  One of 

the Green Team’s upcoming projects will be to 
provide information on home composting. 

 

Thank you for your support of the 
Special offerings this year.  With 
your generous participation, we 
have directed $2543 to One Great 
Hour of Sharing.  This offering is 
directed to those who have been 
affected by catastrophic events, 

gives sustainable food resources to the hungry, and 
strives to change circumstances that perpetuate 
poverty, oppression, and injustice.   

 

Our Pentecost offerings were directed toward youth, 
particularly at-risk youth.  40% of our offering, $462, 
was sent to La Conexion to support programs such as 
tutoring, English instruction, and citizenship materials.  
The remaining $692 supports Presbyterian Church 
USA programs for youth including the Youth 
Triennium – which takes place every 3 years.  Our 
high school students will be eligible to attend this 
gathering in July 2022. 

 

The Peace and Global Witness offering supports 
programs that work for peace and reconciliation, and 
against social injustice.  25% of our offering is being 
directed to Bluff Street Village.  We were fortunate to 
have Rev. Dr. Larry Clark visit with us on October 10 
and share photos and information about the project.  
Twenty ‘tiny houses’ are planned in an area adjacent 
to Monroe Street United Methodist Church in Toledo.  
These houses are each about 400 sq. ft, and are 
intended for low-income individuals or two-person 
families who then pay rent and provide community 
service, which will apply to ownership after seven 
years.  The first two houses are ready for occupancy.  
We do not have a total yet on our offering. 

 

The final offering of the year is the Christmas Joy 
offering and will be collected in December.  This 
offering is intended for current and retired clergy 
members in need, and also supports Presbyterian
-related colleges. 

 

 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering 
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      Join us for a Safe Zone Workshop 2.0 

                   November 6 early afternoon specific time tba 

        
          Safe Zone Trainers: Shayauna Newsome & Shevonne  
 
   FPC-Bowling Green is a More Light Presbyterian Church: We are a community of believers who worship   
   and serve God in a changing world. Our congregation fosters relationships with Bowling Green University      
   faculty, students and staff. We welcome and affirm persons of every race, gender, age, sexual orientation,  
   gender identity, nationality, ethnicity, family status, economic status, and physical, mental, or emotional ability  
   into full participation in our faith community. 
 
The Safe Zone Project at BGSU strives: 
 

 To promote awareness of LGBTQ+ people and issues; 
 To improve the climate for LGBTQ+ people in our community through increased active allyship 
  
 Please contact Christina Guenther cguenth@bgsu.edu if you have any questions or would like to register for the 
two-hour workshop. 

  

Presbyterian Women Fall Luncheon 

After consideration of current health concerns due to Covid, Presbyteri-
an  Women have decided to cancel the Fall luncheon scheduled for No-
vember 7. It saddens us that we can not yet safely sit with friends and share 
a meal, but safety must come first. In lieu of the luncheon, there will be a brief 
business meeting at 11:15 am in the sanctuary (with masks) to vote on a few 
necessary items and to distribute the new membership directories.  Our busi-
ness should be completed in time for people to attend the 11:30 class. We do 

hope to be able to plan a PW event by next Spring. 

Since 1888, the Presbyterian Women have been receiving their annual Thank 
Offering and been able to granted nearly $27 million to over 1600 different pro-
jects both in the U. S. and abroad. Out of the 29  applicants that applied for 
funding this year, PW has selected 12 for funding.  9 are located in the USA and 
3 are international. What we are able to offer with the funding is education, dis-
aster relief, safe housing, training, and much more. 40 % of the selected projects 
are related to health ministries which is in keeping with the PW bylaws.  If you 
would like to “Give Thanks” to the PW Thank offering please write a check paya-

ble to Presbyterian Women and write “Thank offering” on the memo line. If you donate thru PayPal or 
Venmo please designate that it is to go towards the PW Thank offering.  PW is a separate entity from 
the church.  

mailto:cguenth@bgsu.edu


 

Sermon Overview 
November 2021 

 

 November 7  Counting Your Blessings  

     (Tolling the Necrology)                    Mark 12:38-44; II Corinthians 8:1-7, 9:11 

It’s Stewardship Time! Time to count our blessings and offer to God our 

thanksgiving by trusting the Session of this church with our pledges for 2022. 

The Gospel of Mark tells the story of the Widow’s Mite, the little bit that was “her 

all”. It is a very accustomed passage for the Stewardship Season, and yes, we’ll hear it again. Plus we’ll see that 

Paul writes the struggling, splintered church in Corinth encouraging them, imploring them, to give generously. 

Let’s see what we can gain from hearing again this familiar message. 

November 14                        Consecration Sunday         Rev. Jessie Commeret, preaching 

  This week we are having a pulpit exchange with our sister church in Findlay. Jessie is the pastor at 

First Presbyterian Church Findlay and she is our liaison to Maumee Valley Presbytery.  She has been working 

with the session and PNC for 6 months. After worship, Jessie will meet in Fellowship Hall to talk more about the 

Pastor Nominating and Search Process. (There will be no Luke Study this day) 

 

November 21                      Christ the King Sunday                 Michelle McDonald preaching 

Please join Michelle as she preaches on Christ The King Sunday. We will delve into a familiar passage set in 

John 18: 33-38. Pontius Pilate is confronting Jesus by asking Him if He is in fact a king. Pilate, of course, can find 

no guilt in Jesus! But Pilate asks Jesus this question: “What is Truth?” What does truth look like to you? What is 

Your Truth? What is My Truth? Do they look the same? Should they look the same? Do they have to look exactly 

alike?  

 

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 
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Staff at First Presbyterian 
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Interim Pastor,                          
Rev. David M. Montgomery               
revdmm@gmail.com                
419/345-2193  

Choir Director                                
Aaron Roos,                                       
akroos@bgsu.edu                      
216/970-6518                                                        

Organist                                                
Heather McEwen Goldman  
goldman.heather@gmail.com 
646/326-4058 

Interim Christian Ed Director, 
Michelle McDonald 
[Michelle.mcdonald@my.lpts.edu]                                  
513/919-6821 

Youth Co-Ordinator Volunteer 
Brie Bradshaw,                    
brieb@bgsu.edu                            
951/207-2758 

Office Administrator                  
Tammy Schnitker 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
419/352-5176    

Sextons, Fernando & Monica 
Garcia 

 Office Information 

Monday-Church Closed             

  Tues.—Thursday -                                    
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.                                

Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Phone: 419/352-5176                   
Fax: 419/352-8808                           
E-mail: 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com  

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org  
 

The office is closed daily for 
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

Have you 
‘liked’ us on 
Facebook? 

Just enter 

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

 

SUNDAY ADULT ED BIBLE STUDY 
GOSPEL OF LUKE                                            

By: John Indermark        TIME: 11:30-12:15 pm 

10/24- Preparing the Way~ Luke 2:39-3:22; 4:1-13 

10/31- Calling Disciples: Forming Communities/Relaxing to 
Wholeness Luke 4:14-30, 5:1-11, 27-32, 6:1-49; 7:18-23; 8:1-3; 9:1-6, 
18-36 & Luke 512-16, 17-28; 7:1-10, 11-17, 8:22-25, 26-39, 40-56; 9:37-43 

11/14- God’s Character and Reign/Costs and Joys of 
Discipleship~ Luke 11:1-13, 33-36, 12:22-34, 35-48; 13: 18-30; 14:7-
24; 15:1-32: 16:19-31 & Luke 9:46-48, 56-62, 10:1-12, 17-20, 25-37, 38-42; 
14:25-33; 18:18-30; 19: 1-10 

11/21- Ascending and Descending into Jerusalem/Closing 
and Opening the Gospel~ Luke 19:28-22:53 & Luke 22:54-24:53 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING                                        
HOLY ENVY BOOK STUDY  

By: Barbara Brown Taylor                                  
TIME: 7:30-8:30 pm & via ZOOM 

10/27- Chapters 3&4 Wave Not Ocean & 
Holy Envy 

11/3- Chapters 5&6 The Nearest Neighbors 
& Disowning God 

11/10- Chapters 7&8 The Shadow Bearers & Failing 
Christianity 

11/17- Chapters 9&10 Born Again & Divine Diversity 

11/24 Chapters 11&12 The God You Didn’t Make Up & The 
Final Exam 

Epilogue: The Church of the Common Ground 

 

****Nursery Care is provided for both studies**** 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org
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Confirmation Sunday - October 3, 2021 

Daisy Boyer, originally from North Baltimore, moved to Bowling Green in 2014. Daisy is a junior 

in high school. Already Daisy is involved with the worship team, outreach, youth group and the 

church choir. Daisy said, “The reason I want to join this amazing church is because this 

beautiful and wonderful place has become a home to me, a safe place where I can come and 

be myself without having to worry about being judged. I love everyone in this beautiful 

congregation and am so grateful for them to take me in when I was in a horrible time.” 

                                                                                                                                                        

Calla Higgins is 13 years old and currently an 8th grader at Bowling Green Middle School. 

Her parents, Stacy and Jeff, as well as her sister Chloe (16) are all active members here at 

FPCBG. In her free time, Calla enjoys performing with her cheer squad, watching TV, and 

eating chicken nuggets. Calla is always willing to serve as liturgist on Sunday mornings 

and loves going to Camp Rejoice.   

                                                                                                                                                 

Jackson LaPointe is 14 years old and a freshman at Bowling Green High School. His 

parents, Lisa Lawson and Rodger LaPointe are active members here at FPCBG. Every 

Sunday, Jackson faithfully helps the media team by running the slideshow. Outside of 

church, Jackson loves to play basketball and hang out with his friends.  

 

Daniel Weisert is 14 years old and currently in the 8th grade at Bowling Green Middle 

School. Daniel has known FPCBG his whole life, thanks to his mom, Adriane Weisert, 

our former Director of Christian Education. He is often a helping hand around church, 

offering his help to those who require it. When he is not helping at church or church 

related events, he's either trekking around town or dog sitting for Corky and Dar.  

  

 

 

 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering 
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Meet Our New Member 

Prudence Adibah -  I am a graduate student pursuing a master's degree in 

Engineering Technology at BGSU. Originally born and raised in Ghana, I've spent 

all my formative years in a small town called Hohoe in the south-eastern part of 

Ghana, West Africa until I decided to take a giant leap to study for my master's 

degree across the Atlantic (America). I come from a loving and close family of 4. 

My parents, my brother and I. I now have 2 adorable nephews that I love so much. 

In my leisure time, I love to watch movies and take long naps. As an Evangelical 

Presbyterian who was born and baptized in the church, I decided to join the First 

Presbyterian Church here in Bowling  Green in August. The outpour of love and 

generosity from the members here is overwhelming. It's such a privilege to be part 

of this inclusive and non-judgmental church.  

 

Exciting news! The Session has approved choir to start back 

up! Rehearsals will start in November, and the choir will join the 

services starting in Advent. All choir members MUST be 

vaccinated! If you have any questions, contact Aaron Roos (216) 

970-6518/aaronkroos20@gmail.com. 

Remember the church in your will. 

Board of Deacons 
Minutes: for October 17, 2021 

 

Treasurer’s report – Dick Martin General Account has $2,000; there is $5,519 in Christmas fund. $500 was 
sent to Blanket Sunday fund; $774 in Deacon’s fund  

Pastor’s report –Need for volunteers, especially in the office to handle and Deacons’ shop donations and re-
quests.  

Deacon’s Christmas Breakfast on Dec 11. Pastor David, Dave Hyslop; Dick Martin; Dave Horger met with 
Denise Niese, director of the new Center for Aging. We will prepare the food in their kitchen, but the center 
will order the food, some of the food might get donated. 

--We need to stay flexible because of Covid.  

Text for Christmas Ministry Participants: If you would like to participate in the breakfast, we pre-
fer that you be vaccinated to respect the most vulnerable among us. Please note that if you are 
not vaccinated, there is also a drive-through option to participate in the Christmas Ministry. 
 
--Financial Logistics: $75/family; $25/child. We could add $10/child under ten, so that they have a 
gift to unwrap on that morning (books for small children and art crafts for 6-10-year-olds). Aldi gift cards 
(60 @ $75 and 20 @ $25 = $5,000), there will be a restriction placed on the cards where they cannot 
be used for alcohol.  -Beatrice Guenther 
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Mission Fair - September 19, 2021 
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Surprise 25th Year Recognition, Tammy Schnitker 

September 26, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     E-Cycle Event - September 18, 2021       Remember to fall back      

 11/6/21 before bed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

   Living Streaming Class 

 

Remember the church in your will. 
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November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

 1 All Saints 

Day 

 

Church office is 

closed  

2 Election day 

12-BGMA In FH 

6 La Conexion 

8 A.A. in FH 

3 9 Sort Clothes 

 

5:30 Lectionary  

Study 

7:30 Book 

Study 

4  9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop 

 

6 Choir 

Rehearsal 

6 La Conexion 

5 6   11-1 Safe 

Zone Training  

 

7 

10 Worship/

Communion 

11:15 Study of 

Luke 

3 Youth Group 

8 

 

 

 

Church office is 

closed  

9 

3 Staff Mtg. 

6 La Conexion 

8 A.A. in FH 

10  9 Sort 

Clothes 

5:30 Lectionary  

Study 

7 Trustees—FH 

7:30 Book 

Study 

11 

5 Worship via 

Zoom 

6 La Conexion 

6 Choir 

Rehearsal 

7 Outreach  

12 13 

Wedding in the 

sanctuary 

14 Consecration 

Sunday/Guest 

Pastor 

10 Worship 

11:15 Q&A w/

Presbytery 

3 Youth Group 

15 

 

 

Church office is 

closed  

16 Dec. Newsletter 

Deadline 

10 MVP 

Presbytery in 

Findlay               

6 La Conexion   

7 Session in GL 

8 A.A. in FH 

17 9 Sort 

Clothes 

5:30 Lectionary  

Study 

7:30 Book 

Study 

18  

 9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop 

5 Deacons Mtg.  

6 La Conexion    

6 Choir 

Rehearsal  

19 

 

 

ReKindle MVP 

Youth Retreat at 

Kirkmont  

20 

Jingle Jumble 

in FH  

21 Christ the 

King Sunday 

10 Worship w/

guest pastor 

11:15 Study of 

Luke 

22 

 

 

Church office is 

closed  

23 

 

 

6 La Conexion 

8 A.A. in FH 

24 

5:30 Lectionary  

Study 

7:30 Book 

Study 

25 Thanksgivin

g 

Office Closed 

26 Black Friday 

 

 

27 

Hanging of the 

Greens in 

sanctuary (tbd) 

28 1st Sunday of 

Advent 

10 Worship 

29 

 

 

Church office is 

closed  

30 

Tammy off  

 

6 La Conexion 

8 A.A. in FH 

Dec. 1 9 Sort 

Clothes 

5:30 Lectionary  

Study 

 

Dec. 2 

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop 

 

6 La Conexion 

6 Choir 

Rehearsal 

Dec. 3 Dec. 4 



First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
126 South Church Street              
Bowling Green OH 43402  
phone:419/352-5176 
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov. 1  Kyle Hammersmith 

Nov. 3  Carolyn Layne 

Nov. 4  Hannah Sanitino 

Nov. 5  Scotty Huntington 

Nov. 7  Rhonda Melchi 

Nov. 10 Jim Dachik, Erin Graves, Ann Marie  

  Montgomery 

Nov. 11 Gail Nader 

Nov. 12 Ken Bielen 

Nov. 13 Linda Reynolds, Calla Higgins 

Nov. 14 Michael DeVries 

Nov. 15 Carol Lashuay, Terri McNamara 

 

 

 

Nov. 19 Marcy St. John 

Nov. 21 Charles M. Organ 

Nov. 24 Debbie Zappitelli   

Nov. 27 Terry Housholder, Dani Robertson 

Nov. 29 Anne Graves, Drew Hanna, Alexandria 

  Bellavia 

Nov. 30 Dave Hyslop 

  

(If your birthday isn’t listed please let the church 

office know your birthdate 00/00/0000) 

 

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org

