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Dear Family and Friends of First, 

 C.S. Lewis wrote, in Mere Christianity, “When you come to 

knowing God, the initiative lies on God’s side. If God does not 

show God’s Self, nothing you can do will enable you to find 

God…You can put this another way by saying that while in other 

sciences the instruments you use are things external to yourself 

(things like microscopes and telescopes), the instrument through which you see God is your whole 

self.”  

 That’s what we are doing during this interim period. We are “looking at our whole self”. 

Therefore, I suggest that we are looking for, searching for God. 

The Pulpit Nominating Committee (PNC) has been working feverishly since August 2021 to find who 

God has already ordained and called to be God’s instrument of pastoral and prophetic ministry here. 

The Session has approved the Mission Information Form (MIF) which we have distributed to everyone 

and extra copies are in the narthex for your convenience. It would be helpful to refresh our memory 

and revisit our vision for ministry. 

Our Vision: We strive to form a Christian Community that will create a truly welcoming 

environment for all; provide our congregation with creative leadership in worship that nourishes 

our souls and spirits with the Word of God; provide a vibrant music program that is aligned to 

the worship services and tied to the lectionary; ensure that ample Christian Education 

opportunities for all stages of life are offered; provide opportunities for fellowship; create 

valuable outreach opportunities; and provide hands-on assistance for the underserved within 

the greater community. 

 In our Annual Meeting, (February 6) we will hear from all the ministries in which FPC BG is 

involved in. We will hear the struggles and the successes, the hopes and the dreams of the 

committees, programs and opportunities. And there will be an invitation to “look at our whole self”, 

each part, each level of involvement. 

 My prayer is that we will come together, as Paul writes to the Corinthians, as one body, the 

Body of Christ. Each one of us is a vital part. Each one of us is necessary for us to be who God calls 

us to be.  I am honored to serve you as your Interim Pastor and I am excited to see what God has 

instore for us as we seek, and find, God in our midst. 

       In Christ’s Service, 

        David 



 
 

SUNDAY CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE 

Each Sunday at 11:30 am – 12:15 pm 

Led by Rev. David M. Montgomery 

Each week in January, we gathered to discuss “What Makes Us 

Presbyterian?” We dove into our church history as “Monotheists”, 

“Reformed”, “Orderly”, and “Community”. 

In February we will examine and search for ways to grow our faith. The content of these discussions will 

be fleshed out at the Leadership Retreat on January 22. I’m sure two weeks we will spend examining 

“More Light Presbyterians” and “Matthew 25 Congregations” both of which we (FPC BG) are full 

members. 

We might want to call the February Sunday Conversations: “What does it mean to be a Presbyterian?” 

February 6- Annual Meeting 

• We will receive reports from all the committees and programs; receive the 2022 Budget; elect a 

nominating committee.  

February 13- Focusing our Mission 

• This will be a time to hear from the Session members a recap of the Leadership Retreat and engage 

in specific plans, questions and concerns. 

February 20- More Light Presbyterian: 

• We have been a “More Light Presbyterian Congregation” since 2007. But what does that mean? The 

More Light Mission Statement is:  Following the risen Christ, and seeking to make the Church a true 

community of hospitality, the mission of More Light Presbyterians is to work for the full participation 

of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual (LGBTQIA+) people in the life, 

ministry and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and in society. 

February 27- Matthew 25 Congregation 

• A new focus for the PC(USA) is wrapped up in the Matthew 25 program which is three tiered:  

 Building congregational vitality by challenging people and congregations to deepen their faith and 

get actively and joyfully engaged with their community and the world. 

 Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting to break down the systems, practices and 

thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of people of color. 

 Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, plans and structures in our 

society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor.                                                                       

      All are welcome and childcare is provided. 
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Remember the church in your will. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/vitality/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/poverty/


Staff at First Presbyterian 
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Interim Pastor                          
Rev. David M. Montgomery               
revdmm@gmail.com                
419/345-2193  

Choir Director                                
Aaron Roos,                                       
akroos@bgsu.edu                      
216/970-6518                                                        

Organist                                                
Heather McEwen Goldman  
goldman.heather@gmail.com 
646/326-4058 

Youth Co-Ordinator Volunteer 
Brie Bradshaw,                    
brieb@bgsu.edu                            
951/207-2758 

Office Administrator                  
Tammy Schnitker 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
419/352-5176    

Sextons Fernando & Monica 
Garcia 

 Office Information 

Monday-Church Closed             

  Tues.—Thursday -                                    
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.                                

Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Phone: 419/352-5176                   
Fax: 419/352-8808                           
E-mail: 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com  

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org  
 

The office is closed daily for 
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

Have you 
‘liked’ us on 
Facebook? 

Just enter 

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

 

Sermon Overview February 2022 

Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Feb 6 Annual Meeting   “Let’s Go Fishing”                    Luke 5:1-11 

Jesus calls Peter with all the assurances of sending him out into the 
deep after a full night of emptiness and provides more than enough. 
Throughout the scriptures God provides abundance out of what is 
perceived to be scarcity. The wide net has been cast and we have been 
caught in God’s grace. How are we to interpret these “abundance out of 
scarcity” stories? Where do we perceive scarcity? How do we follow this 
Jesus today? 

 

Feb 13   Youth Fund Raiser Kick Off (Super Bowl)        Luke 6:17-26 

           “Living in Two Worlds”   

There are two worlds implied in this introduction in this text. There is the 
world on the mountain where Jesus is in intense communication with 
God. And there is the level place where Jesus and his disciples engage 
the great multitudes; where they teach, preach and heal. This text may 
be about where these two worlds meet, or perhaps, where they collide. 
Where are we going to live? How can we ever hope to follow directives 
like, “love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you”? 

 

Feb 20     “Simple Verbs from Jesus”       Luke 6:27-38 

This week we continue on the plain with Jesus and hear direct, simple 
commands like “love, do good, bless and pray”. Simple, right? The rub 
comes from the object of our love, doing good, blessing and praying. 
Who is it that can love, forgive and give? It is not our normal vibe. As 
human animals, we can reciprocally love those who love us, but we 
cannot love our enemies. To do that we need a spiritual self that can 
both encompass and transcend our physiology. The Good News is that 
the Bible says that we are indeed gifted with such a self. We are made 
in the image of God- all of us. 

 

Feb 27  Transfiguration  “Mysterious Mountaintop Experiences 
            Luke 9:28-43a 

In this text, Jesus is connected with the heroes of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. The disciples encounter Jesus (the Son of God), Moses (the 
representative of the Torah), and Elijah (the icon of all prophecy). They 
stand in what Henri Nouwen calls, “a thin place- where heaven and 
earth are most transparent to each other”. All history, all eternity is 
wrapped in one moment on the mountaintop. How do we explain this? 
Have we experienced such a place? 

 

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org
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In your baptism, you are named and 
claimed, redeemed and forgiven. You are a 

beloved child of God! Remember your 

baptism and give thanks.  

Sunday, January 9, 2022 -  Baptism of Our Lord 

Thank you to Dale Smith and Corky Dunsmore 
for taking pictures:)  
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What is a Per Capita that 

everyone is talking 

about? 

 Per capita connects 

Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) congregations 

and mid councils with the work of the wider 

church. As the primary source of Office of the 

General Assembly (OGA) support, it is how 

Presbyterians mutually and equitably share the 

costs of moving the church forward in the 

21st century.” 

 Per capita allows OGA to help individuals 

find calls to ministry, coordinate General 

Assembly gatherings, train presbytery and synod 

leaders, counsel and support churches in crisis, 

engage in ecumenical and interreligious 

community and preserve congregational histories. 

Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) also receives 

some per capita funding that helps with its 

mission work. 

 Our Per Capita in Maumee Valley 

Presbytery is $37.23 per member.  This is 

shared between the General Assembly, Synod 

and Presbytery. Please help us stay connected to 

the much wider community of faith. 

      ~David 

To make a donation to cover your individual Per 

Capita amount you may write a check to the 

church, use PayPal, or Venmo apps. Please mark 

as for Per Capita. 

 

 

 On December 10, 
tornadoes moved through 
Mayfield, KY. A large part 
of the town was hit, 
including the destruction of 
the Presbyterian 
Church.  Presbyterian 
Women immediately 

stepped up with a donation, which the Mission 
Committee matched, sending a total of $1000 to 
the Mayfield church.  Then more members of the 
congregation donated $5500 for that 
church.  This means that First Presbyterian 
Church BG will have sent $6500 to support the 
Mayfield Presbyterian Church. 

 In October, the Peace offering collected 
$600.  We were able to designate 25% of the 
offering to a local organization promoting peace 
and social justice.  The Mission Committee chose 
Bluff Street Village, a village of tiny homes being 
built in Toledo with the goal of enabling low 
income individuals to become home 
owners.  Rev. Larry Clark visited to tell us more 
about Bluff Street.  After his visit, we received an 
additional $2200 to be directed to the 
organization, for a total of $2350. 

 The Christmas Joy offering in December 
has resulted in donations of $1012, to be directed 
to help retired pastors and scholarships for 
students of color at Presbyterian 
churches.  These funds are all sent to our 
Presbytery. 

 I am consistently amazed and grateful for 
the generosity of this congregation.  Even as a 
pandemic continues to affect thousands of 
people, this congregation shows kindness and 
generosity in so many ways.  Thank you for 
sharing your time, talents and treasures. 

                                      ~by Gale Swanka 
 

Do you need to replace any of your 

appliances?  When you do, be sure to 

look for energy efficient appliances, 

which can make a real difference in operating costs - 

especially savings in gas or electric bills.  Energy 

efficient appliances are available when you buy 

refrigerators, dishwashers, stoves, air conditioners, 

washers, and dryers. 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering 
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Hallelujah!--I Have Received a Call! 

Mary Bielen 

 Many of you know that I have been seeking a pastoral call to a church for 

some time.  Recently, that call became a reality when a church in the Richmond, 

Virginia area—Southminster Presbyterian Church—called me to be their pastor.  I 

will be serving along with another pastor and will have responsibility for Christian 

education, congregation care and worship.  I am absolutely overflowing with indescribable joy! 

 It has been a long journey to come to this place in my life.  It meant going to seminary to complete 

a Master of Divinity degree, which included learning biblical Hebrew and Greek.  It also involved becom-

ing an “Inquirer” under the care of our presbytery and passing a Bible Content exam.  Then later I be-

came a “Candidate” for ordination in our presbytery so I could take and pass four ordination exams on 

the topics of Theology, Worship and Sacraments, Presbyterian Polity, and Biblical Exegesis.  Finally, in 

2020, the presbytery certified me as being ready to receive a call.  This meant I could begin a search for 

a pastoral position. 

 During all of this time, I had the support of our church in so many ways.  Many of you would check 

in with me to see how I was doing.  I know people prayed for me as well.  I heard many words of encour-

agement along the way! 

 As joyful as all of this is, it is also bittersweet.  I know I am leaving behind my church family where 

I have worshipped since 1993, where my three, now adult, children grew up, where I served three terms 

as a deacon, and as your Director of Christian Education for five years.  I have many memories to carry 

in my heart as I move on to fulfill this calling.  Thank you all for being with me on this journey and thanks 

be to God! 

 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when 
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Remember the church in your will. 

February 2022 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

  1  

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

8 A.A. 

2                                         

9 Sort Clothes 

 

5:30 Lect. 

Study                                  

7 BGSU Recital 

3                                          

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop                            

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

7 Choir  

4 5  

10-3 HYT 

6                        

10 Worship & 

Communion 

11:30 Annual 

Mtg of the 

Congregation 

11:30 YG              

3 BGSU Recital 

7  Church Closed 8  

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

 

8 A.A. 

9                                             

9 Sort Clothes 

 

5:30 Lect. 

Study                                  

7 Trustees Mtg. 

7 Christian Ed 

10                                            

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop                            

5:30 LCT                           

5:30  Worship Mt.                   

6 LCEL 

7 Choir  

11 12    

10-3 HYT 

13                                  

10 Worship   

11:30 Sunday 

Conversations 

11:00 Dessert 

Auction in FH 

14 Church Closed 

 

4:30 Kindred 

Spirits 

Valentine’s Day 

15      Newsletter        

Deadline           

10 Presbytery 

Mtg                           

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL                        

7 Session  Mtg.  

8 A.A. 

16                                     

9 Sort Clothes 

 

5:30 Lect. 

Study                                  

7 Outreach Mtg. 

17                                 

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop                                       

5 Deacons                          

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

7 Choir  

18 19 

9 Men’s 

Breakfast         

10-3 HYT 

20                              

10 Worship   

11:30 Sunday 

Conversations 

11:30 YG               

21 Church Closed 

 

 

 

Presidents’ Day 

22  

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

8 A.A. 

23                                    

9 Sort Clothes 

 

5:30 Lect. 

Study                                   

24                                    

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop                            

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

7 Choir  

25 26 

10-3 HYT 

27                                 

10 Worship   

11:30 Sunday 

Conversations 

11:30 YG               

28 Church Closed March 1 

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

8 A.A. 

March 2 

9 Sort Clothes 

 

5:30 Lect. 

Study                                   

Ash 

Wednesday 

March 3 

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop                            

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

7 Choir  

LCT=La 

Conextion 

Tutoring Progrm. 

LCEL=La 

Conexion 

English tutoring 

HYG=Horizon 

Youth Theatre 

YG=Youth 

Group 



First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
126 South Church Street              
Bowling Green OH 43402  
phone:419/352-5176 
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feb. 2     Larry Sorrells                                                                 

Feb. 6     Bob Vincent                                                              

Feb. 11   Evelyn Bachman                                                        

Feb. 12   Amy Fry          

Feb. 13   Dave Horger                                                 

Feb. 15   James Bachman                                  

Feb. 22   Bonnie Stearns                                                          

Feb. 24   Phebe Shawver                                                            

Feb. 26   Tim Hammersmith, Patrick Halleck                       

Feb. 27   Pam Orr                                                                                  

(If your birthday isn’t listed please let the church office know 

your birthdate 00/00/0000) 

 

 

 

Officers for 2022 thru 2024 

Moderator, David Montgomery 

Session 

Class 2022  Christina Guenther, Open slot,  
  Donna Nelson-Been, Terri McNamara 
Class 2023 Dar Bevelhymer,  2 Open Slots                                  
Class 2024 Joan Callecod, Carolyn Layne,                       
  Gale Swanka 

Deacons 

Class 2022 Sandi Carsey, Dave Horger,                           
  Jan McLaughlin  , Cathy Horger                                       
Class 2023  Beatrice Guenther,  Nancy Hess ,  
  Open slot,                                                  
Class 2024 Scotty Huntington, Doretta Schnmidt 

 

Trustees 

Class 2022  Drew Hanna, Terri McNamara                      
Class 2023 Bob Callecod, Linda Smith                          
Class 2024 Sue Clark, Mike Evans 

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org

