
“God’s Delight”  

John 2:1-11 

John 2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of 

Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and 2 Jesus and his 

disciples were also invited to the celebration. 3 When the 

wine ran out, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They don’t have 

any wine.” 4 Jesus replied, “Woman, what does that have to 

do with me? My time hasn’t come yet.” 

5 His mother told the servants, “Do whatever he tells 

you.” 6 Nearby were six stone water jars used for the Jewish 

cleansing ritual, each able to hold about twenty or thirty 

gallons. 

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water,” and 

they filled them to the brim. 8 Then he told them, “Now draw 

some from them and take it to the headwaiter,” and they 

did. 9 The headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine. 

He didn’t know where it came from, though the servants 

who had drawn the water knew. 

The headwaiter called the groom 10 and said, “Everyone 

serves the good wine first. They bring out the second-rate 

wine only when the guests are drinking freely. You kept the 

good wine until now.” 11 This was the first miraculous sign 

that Jesus did in Cana of Galilee. He revealed his glory, and 

his disciples believed in him. 

“God’s Delight”  

1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 

Weddings are such fun, but when things don’t go 

well…well it can certainly be a disaster! Did you 

know the coldest day on record for Charlotte, NC 

before 1985 was February 2, 1980? In this southern 

banking capital of the United States, it got down to --

-5 degrees. That may not feel cold to Ohio standards 

but to this southern boy, it was cold! Why do I care 

that the record low for Charlotte, NC February 2, 

1980? Well, Ann Marie and I were married in 

Charlotte, NC on, yep, February 2, 1980. 

My family stayed at the Motel 6. Nice, clean, 

inexpensive, less than 3 miles from Ann Marie’s 

mom’s home and the little Garden Memorial 

Presbyterian Church where we were married. Friday 

night was fine, after we put our coats against the foot 

of the doors to fill the one-inch gaps that let the 

record setting cold right into our rooms. But while 

we were at the rehearsal dinner, the pipes froze and 

then burst. So, after 3 hours of dancing, we had no 

water in which to bathe. 
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It could have been a disaster, but before the wedding, 

my best man, who was my dad, and I slipped over to 

the Registry Inn, where Ann Marie and I were to 

spend our wedding night, so at least two of the 

Montgomerys, the groom and best man were clean. 

Surprises didn’t end there. As my dad was dressing, 

he realized that he had Ann Marie’s dad’s tux pants 

and consequently, Bill had dad’s pants. Now, my dad 

was 6’2” and 180 pounds and Ann Marie’s dad was 

5’8” and 110 pounds. Bill could synch his belt 

tighter and roll up the legs, but there was no way my 

dad was going to get into those pants. It could have 

been a disaster. Luckily the rental store was close by 

and opened, so we got Dad’s pants right – Bill just 

hitched em’ up and there we were. 

Our scripture reading tells of a time early in Jesus’ 

ministry, very early. Jesus was at a wedding in Cana 

which could have ended in disaster. No, the water 

pipes didn’t burst, nor was there a mix up with the 

wedding party’s outfits, but it could have been a 

major disaster. Jesus saved the day! Jesus’ act kicked 

off his ministry of compassion and care. 
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In the 1st century, Jewish tradition meant the host of 

the wedding party was to provide enough food and 

drink for the entire week-long celebration, a week’s 

worth of partying! 

The scriptures don’t tell us how many people were 

there. We don’t know who the bride nor the groom 

is. We don’t know the family situation. We know 

that Jesus, Mary and the disciples were there and we 

know that they had run out of wine. The host family 

would have been shunned for such a blunder. They 

would have been embarrassed and scorned as a 

social failure. But Jesus saved them that humiliation. 

Jesus took care of them. 

Jesus’ mother sees the situation and calls on her son, 

the Messiah. “Hey Jesus, my son, Lord of lords, 

King of kings, they’ve run out of wine. Prince of 

Peace take care of this. Just run down to the liquor 

store or whatever. Lord, you can do it.”  

See Jesus’ response? “Woman, what does that have 

to do with me?” Addressing her this way implies no 

disrespect. Jesus isn’t so much distancing himself 

from his mother as distancing them both from 

worries about a wine shortage.  
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Jesus takes water that has been reserved for the 

purification ritual, and makes the best wine, 120-180 

gallons of the best wine. Jesus took what seemed to 

be a scarcity and gave them an abundance. Isn’t that 

just like Jesus, the Savior? 

It is Jesus’ nature to create, for it is God’s nature to 

bring order out of chaos and the make whole what is 

broken. It is God’s nature to create and that creation 

brings God’s delight. What could have been a 

disaster was a huge success! And look, Jesus’ 

ministry begins with a delightful party!!! There is 

joy and celebration when Jesus begins offering the 

world new life!!! Jesus brings blessings that are most 

unexpected. 

The Wedding at Cana establishes Jesus’ ministerial 

tone—an incarnational ministry, bodily present. In a 

time when many still seek to separate what is 

worldly from what is from Godly, this story 

challenges us instead to identify what needs to be 

redeemed in our world so that it is in alignment with 

God’s desires for us.  
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Even more, we are challenged to trust, obey, and 

believe, so that we can experience the activation of 

the gifts of the Spirit in our lives and consequently 

be witnesses, demonstrators, of the redeeming power 

of Jesus. 

Ismael Ruiz-Millán questions, “What needs the 

transformative and redeeming power of Jesus 

today?” He goes on to suggest, “The ongoing 

manifestations of colonization and its damage need 

the redeeming touch of Jesus. Missions, evangelism, 

and worship keep reflecting unhealthy motives; all 

these areas need the redeeming touch of Jesus. 

Religious institutions keep prioritizing keeping the 

status quo or the bottom line instead of seeking total 

transformation and redemption.” We’ll talk more 

about that in our Sunday Conversations. 

What in your life needs transformation? What in our 

country needs transformation? Where do we need the 

Son of God to reclaim us? 

As the body of Christ on earth, we often function 

from a place of scarcity. The Gospel lesson this 

week reminds us that we can trust, obey, and believe 

in Jesus’ compassion, care and power as he gets the 

party started with new wine.    5 



Friends, we are God’s delight. We have been given 

great gifts, each one of us individually and “we” 

corporately. The sky is the limit and I wonder if we 

can even reach further, like to the moon or Mars and 

even the stars? Time and time again Jesus 

demonstrates what things are possible when those of 

faith unite and work for the betterment of others. 

That’s what Paul was telling the Corinthians in his 

letter. “There are many differing gifts…given for the 

common good.” 

May we follow this Jesus, the Christ, and meet the 

needs that present themselves to us in ordinary daily 

activities. Obstacles will rise up and meet us, but we 

can go forward assured of God’s blessing, God’s 

care and God’s miracles. May we too, respond in 

care and creativity and compassion as we 

demonstrate God’s love and God’s delight. Praise be 

to God and let’s have a party! 
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