
Luke 5:1-11 One day Jesus was standing beside Lake 

Gennesaret when the crowd pressed in around him to 

hear God’s word. 2 Jesus saw two boats sitting by the 

lake. The fishermen had gone ashore and were washing 

their nets. 3 Jesus boarded one of the boats, the one that 

belonged to Simon, then asked him to row out a little 

distance from the shore. Jesus sat down and taught the 

crowds from the boat. 4 When he finished speaking to 

the crowds, he said to Simon, “Row out farther, into the 

deep water, and drop your nets for a catch.” 

5 Simon replied, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night 

and caught nothing. But because you say so, I’ll drop the 

nets.” 

6 So they dropped the nets and their catch was so huge 

that their nets were splitting. 7 They signaled for their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them. They 

filled both boats so full that they were about to 

sink. 8 When Simon Peter saw the catch, he fell at Jesus’ 

knees and said, “Leave me, Lord, for I’m a 

sinner!” 9 Peter and those with him were overcome with 

amazement because of the number of fish they 

caught. 10 James and John, Zebedee’s sons, were 

Simon’s partners and they were amazed too. 

Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid. From now on, 

you will be fishing for people.” 11 As soon as they 

brought the boats to the shore, they left everything and 

followed Jesus. 

Let’s Go Fishing 

Luke 5:1-11 

Three statements caught my attention: 1) After a full 

night of failure Simon Peter says, “Yet if you say so, 

I will let down my net.” 2) After the great catch he 

says, “Go away from me, for I am a sinful man.” 3) 

Jesus says, “Do not be afraid, from now on you will 

be catching people.” Three phrases caught me. 

Poor Simon Peter, he’s been up all night not catching 

anything. What would it be like to be a professional 

fisherman and not catch anything? He goes back to 

his wife and kids, the wife says, “How was work 

dear?” Ever have one of those kinds of days? 

I sold books door to door for Southwest Book 

Company one summer in college. If I didn’t sell any 

books, I didn’t get any money. I was selling books to 

make money. Peter was fishing to provide for his 

family. Simon Peter had nothing to show for his 8, 

10, 12 hours of work. Tired, frustrated, then Jesus 

says, “Put out into the deep water and let down your 

nets for a catch.” Yea, right! 

He could have responded, “Jesus, we’ve been at it all 

night! Just leave me alone.” But no, Simon Peter 

says, “Only for you, Lord. Only because you asked.  
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I wouldn’t do it for anyone else.” Simon Peter knew 

this Jesus. Do we? 

This story makes me wonder, what am I convinced 

about Jesus? If Jesus asked me, what would I do? Is 

Jesus just an interesting character in the Bible? Is He 

just a great teacher and prophet? Is He just a role 

model for my life? Is He just a friend or is He the 

Savior? Who is this Jesus who heals the sick and 

commands the fish to jump in the net? Is He truly the 

Lord of my life? 

That’s the first question that needs to be answered 

and I can’t answer that for you. That is your faith 

statement. Luke wants us to know that this Jesus is 

Lord and Luke shows us that it took Simon Peter a 

while to understand that fully. In fact, the Gospel of 

Luke ends with Simon Peter still wondering. 

As you read this passage and see this story unfold, 

ask yourself, who is this Jesus? How you answer this 

question makes a huge difference in the way you live 

the rest of your life. 

Now, let’s look at Simon Peter’s response to the 

great catch. It’s truly puzzling to me. When the boat 

is now spilling over with fish and his boat is about to 

capsize, he bows down to Jesus and says, “Go away 

from me, for I am a sinful man.”     2 

I would have thought he would cling to the Master 

but he finds that he is not worthy to even be in the 

same boat as Jesus – none of us are. 

Simon confesses his sinfulness just as we did earlier 

in the service. We prayed, “O merciful God, we have 

not loved you fully nor have we loved our neighbors 

as we should…” We said that out loud! I heard you! 

We told the whole world we’ve messed up. Yet, we 

did not ask Jesus to go away, we asked for God’s 

forgiveness through Jesus. And we declared, “We 

thank you God for the forgiveness you give us time 

after time after time.” 

Today as we celebrate Holy Communion, you will 

hear in the invitation, “Even though we are not 

worthy to eat the crumbs that fall from this table, 

Christ welcomes us to come and dine.” Simon Peter 

knows his unworthiness then Jesus voices what we 

hear once again, “Do not be afraid.” We hear that 

over and over and over in the Bible. Gabriel tells 

Mary, “Don’t be afraid.” The angels tell the 

shepherds, “Don’t be afraid.” Later, after the 

resurrection, Jesus welcomes the disciples by saying, 

say it with me, “Don’t be afraid.” When are we 

going to listen? Jesus offers us a place of no fear. 
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After Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid,” he invites Simon 

Peter to follow, to begin a new life and he uses terms 

that a fisherman will understand. “You will be 

fishing for people.” Jesus has need for Simon Peter 

to utilize the skills a fisherman has to bring others to 

Him. He didn’t say, “I will make you a physician”, 

even though Simon Peter later does heal people. He 

did not say, “I will make you a great preacher” nor 

did He say, “I will make your name known through 

all the world.” Jesus said, “You will be catching 

people.” And Simon Peter “left everything and 

followed Jesus.”  

This Jesus, who teaches with great authority, this 

Jesus who heals, this Jesus who provides an 

abundant catch is the One who invites Simon Peter 

to follow Him. This Jesus, who stands against the 

oppressive violence of the day, still invites us to 

follow Him, to follow His Way. He still says to us 

today, “Do not be afraid. Come and follow.” He still 

invites us to use the gifts and talents and skills we 

have to show others God’s love. The question for us 

is will we follow this Jesus too? Will we do as He 

teaches us to do? Will we love with Jesus’ love? 

Will we forgive as Jesus forgave? Will we live as 

Jesus lived? 
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How do we follow this Jesus? How do we follow the 

Lord and Savior of all humanity? The wide net has 

been cast and we have been caught in God’s grace, 

love and mercy. So, let’s go fishing. 
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