THE CRIER

Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.)

March 2022

Dear Family and Friends of First,
This letter may seem a little more personal than other newsletter
articles I’ve written over the past 30 months. That is, because it is.
Let me start with “How can we say, Thank you!” Your staff and I were
blown away by your generous gifts we received at the Annual Meeting!
What a gift! What a blessing! As Dave Horger says time and time again,

“This is a very generous congregation!” It is an honor and a privilege to serve Christ as a member of the
program, office and music staff. Thank you.
During the month of March, I will be away from you two weeks.
•

On March 7th I will be having neck surgery up in Toledo at Wildwood Hospital. Dr. Biyani, an Orthopedic
Surgery Specialist will perform a cervical spinal fusion on my 5th and 6th vertebrae in order to relieve neck,
shoulder, and back pain I have had for 30 years. Specifically, he will remove the bone spurs he finds, relieve
the pressure that stenosis and arthritis cause and put a plate in to hold me all together. I will be hospitalized
for one night and am asked to take it easy for a week to 10 days. If I behave, then I will be fully recovered in
4-6 weeks. I plan on preaching March 6th and then lay low for the 10 days to be back in the pulpit March 20th.
Thank you for your prayers that you have already begun to send.

•

On March 28th I will be driving to Lake Logan Conference Center in the mountains of North Carolina to
attend a CREDO Conference. CREDO is an in-person, weeklong conference focused on pastors’ wholeness
and well-being. Each CREDO conference is led by a team of experienced faculty who guide participants in a
visioning and discernment process through four key areas of well-being: spiritual, vocational, physical and
emotional health, and financial. I will be back in the pulpit on Palm/Passion Sunday, April 10th. This is an
exciting time for me as Ann Marie and I are seeking God’s Will for our lives as we approach our retirement
years.

According to the Board of Pensions and Social Security, we are both eligible for FULL RETIREMENT (being 66
years and 2 months old). I just became eligible March 1. My time at CREDO comes at a perfect time. Your

Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) is working overtime, meeting each Sunday afternoon plus evenings when
they have an interview to conduct to find who God has chosen to be your next Called and Installed Pastor.
Please keep them in your prayers: Dar Bevelhymer, Lisa Lawson, Maggie Layne, Dick Martin, Jen Codding and
Rosemary Apple.
I’m looking forward to walking with you through Lent as we consider the great gift God has given us in Jesus
Christ. Remember, no matter where you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here!

In Christ’s Service,

David

LENT 2022

SPECIAL WORSHIP SERVICES
It’s been said, “Lent is a time for evangelism and true conversion.” But we don’t use those words
very much in the Presbyterian Church. Evangelism is “sharing the Good News”, and conversion is
“turning away.” We can do that! This Lent we will consider questions raised but maybe not articulated.
Lent is a time of joining in the miracle of a journey with the Great Mystery of God.
As we begin the Lenten season, you will hear, “Repent and Believe the Gospel” or “Remember
you are dust, and to dust you shall return” as the sign of a cross is traced onto your forehead with ashes
from the Palms branches used in last year’s Palm Sunday parade.
Five of the seven Sundays of Lent, I will be asking questions of the Hebrew Scriptures and us.
March 2

Ash Wednesday

Imposition of Ashes service

March 6

Communion

Who are We? - Deuteronomy 26:1-11

March 20

Who’s Thirsty?

Isaiah 55:1-9

March 27

Did We Forget?

Joshua 5:9-12 and Psalm 32

April 10

How Can We Face Tragedy?

Isaiah 50 and Luke 22 and 23

April 17

Easter Sunday

Where Do We Go from Here? - Isaiah 65

We have four special services:
Ash Wednesday 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary - “What’s Going on Inside?”
Maundy Thursday Communion 7 p.m. in Sanctuary - “Can We Remember?”
Good Friday 12 noon in Sanctuary - “Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?”
Easter Sunrise 6:30 a.m. in Court Yard - “What Are We Looking For?”

Dessert Auction - A HUGE Success!!
"The Youth Group would like to give a huge thank you to everyone who came
to the Dessert Auction on February 13th. The event was a huge success, with
27 items auctioned off and $2165 not including additional donations. This sum
puts a sizeable dent in the amount we hope to raise towards Camp Rejoice and
Triennium expenses. We are so thankful for the continued support of the
congregation as we continue to fundraise towards our goals!"
~ Brie Bradshaw
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Remember the church in your will.

Staff at First Presbyterian
Interim Pastor
Rev. David M. Montgomery
revdmm@gmail.com
419/345-2193
Choir Director
Aaron Roos,
akroos@bgsu.edu
216/970-6518

Sermon Overview

March 2022 - Lent 2022
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study 5:30 p.m.
Join us each Wednesday as we read, discuss and consider the Word of God
for today. Join the Zoom Meeting:

Organist
Heather McEwen Goldman
goldman.heather@gmail.com
646/326-4058
Youth Co-Ordinator Volunteer
Brie Bradshaw,
brieb@bgsu.edu
951/207-2758
Office Administrator
Tammy Schnitker
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
419/352-5176
Sextons Fernando Hernandez &
Monica Garcia

Office Information
Monday-Church Closed
Tues.—Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Phone: 419/352-5176
Fax: 419/352-8808
E-mail:
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org

The office is closed daily for
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86081766026?pwd=YmIxSWRVL2VKNHc4RUVYbDJLVDI0QT09
Meeting ID: 860 8176 6026
Passcode: 094836

March 2 - Ash Wednesday What’s Going on Inside?
Imposition Ashes Service
Joel 2 asks us to “rend our hearts.” How
do we prepare for the cross and empty grave? Ashes smeared on faces?

Knees buckled beneath us? Heads bowed? Laying prostrate? Sitting quietly?
These are all physical attitudes, physical positions- but what’s going on inside?
Is there anything stirring? Begin the Lenten Journey with your faith community.
March 6 - Communion
Who are We?
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
“Give thanks for what the Lord has done!” According to the scriptures,
God gave you an inheritance. God gives us produce to eat. God promises a
land. God heard the Hebrews’ cry. God brought us out of slavery. We are
recipients of God’s care. Who are we, really? Come to the Table of Grace and
Devotion as you are for you are welcome here!
March 13 - Guest Preacher, Aaron Roos
March 20
Who’s Thirsty?
Isaiah 55:1-9
We are invited to “come to the waters.” Can we come if we don’t know
we are needy? Do we come if we don’t see any benefit for us? Where is our
thirst? Where are we in need? Dietrich Bonhoeffer shared, “The one who is
ready to repent finds forgiveness. Penitence and forgiveness are so closely
tied that one can reverse the principle: only the one who is forgiven finds the
way to penitence. Only the one who is penitent receives the kingdom of
heaven, and only because the kingdom of heaven has come near is there
repentance.” So, who’s thirsty?

Have you
‘liked’ us on
Facebook?
Just enter

March 27
Did We Forget?
Joshua 5:9-12 & Psalm 32
Have you ever wondered how we got here? I don’t just mean, how we
were born, but how did we come this day to sit in worship on this last Sunday
of March 2022. What are all the ways that God has paved the way for us to be
present together, here and now. What is the journey that has brought us here?
Was it a parent? A friend? A teacher? Just the “thing to do?”

Page 3

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards

La Conexion Receives $15,000

The Green Team is

Synod of the Covenant Grant

happy to report that

La Conexion proudly announces

First Presbyterian

receipt of a grant from the Self

Church has been

Development of People Fund of

recertified as an Earth Care

the Presbyterian Church USA for its project:

Congregation. This designation is renewed

Avanzando!. The foundation awarded $15,000 to

annually, and reaffirms our commitment to

La Conexion for year 2022. The project focuses

protect God's earth. The recertification process

on economic empowerment through training on

asks us to assess what we are doing in the areas

issues such as how to establish a credit history,

of Worship, Education, Facilities, and

obtaining ITIN numbers and paying taxes,

Outreach. Some of our proudest

navigating the legal system, obtaining financial

accomplishments last year include the labyrinth,

assistance for health care, especially during

work on other green spaces such as the

pregnancy, accessing housing assistance, and

continued beauty of the courtyard, the electronics

other items that affect economic survival and

recycling event, the new compost bin, reducing

family sustainability.

paper use by emailing the Crier, and the
Gracias y Vaya Con Dios,
Beatriz Maya

Thank you!
The Membership Committee
would like to thank everyone who

Trustees' plans to change more lighting into LED
lighting. And especially the labyrinth - thanks to
Samantha Codding!

Tip of the Month
Before you thrown
things away or even

has supplied food for coffee hour! We love the

recycle them, ask yourself

variety of treats provided by so many different

if there are items that can

bakers! If you would like to provide Sunday

be re-purposed. Clothing is an easy

morning treats for Coffee Hour, you can find the

example. For years now, we have been

sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.

encouraged to donate our still usuable clothes to

You only need provide the food

the Deacons Shop. Maybe paper used on only

(either homemade or purchased -

one side can be reused on the other side. Glass

it’s all good!) which should be

jars might be used for storage or for starting

dropped off in the kitchen by 9:45

plants. Food scraps can be composted in the

am. The Hospitality Team will

City of Bowling Green's public compost

take care of the coffee set up and clean up.

containers.
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If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering

Shatter Grace: From Cross to Resurrection
Dates: April 24, 25, & 26
Featuring Guest Potter Mart Nafziger
Brush Creek Potter, Sauder Village
Along w/ Presbytery Leaders: Rev. Cathy Johnson & Rev. Pam Short

Time: Sunday, April 24 @ 6pm (eat before you arrive) to Tuesday,
April 26 @ 1pm.
Meals: Monday breakfast - Tuesday lunch
Need a little break after the heightened season of Lent and Holy Week? This retreat is designed to assist
you in see the pieces of God’s Resurrection Grace in the midst of our brokenness. Artistic expressions
such as mosaic, collage, fabrics and photographs will be offered. Mark Nafziger has decades of
experience as a potter, a musician and a theological thinker : “For me a successful piece is when the
design and form come together to create a cohesive whole. My goal is to make [pottery] that is not just
used, but in the process of doing its ‘job’ also opens a space for an aesthetic experience.” to learn
about his style of art, visit his store at https://brush-creek-pottery-mark-nafziger.aquare.site/s/shop or see
his work at https://facebook.come/marknafziger.brushcreekpottery/.
This Spring Retreat is open to all! Ruling Elders, Teaching Elders, Friends & Strangers!
Basic retreat cost $25, includes all sessions and meals. Overnight: $35 per night/per person w/shared
bathroom, or $40 per night/per person for private bath. Registration via the MVP website:
www:maumeevp.org. If you have questions ask Joyce Kepke (she went to the last Spiritual
Formation Presbytery Retreat).
Don’t let the cost stop you! Scholarship available! Email: matt@maumeevp.org
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New Project for 2022!
The Deacons have begun 2022 with an exciting new project! They
are asking the congregation to donate toiletries, personnel hygiene
items, etc., along with monetary donations to aid the First Christian
Church of Bowling Green in their efforts to serve those less
fortunate.
Each month, the First Christian Church invites all to take advantage
of a drive through meal. Groceries and toiletries are also included. Those toiletries will be collected at
our church and delivered to the First Christian Church each week. All monetary donations will be used to
purchase those items through an account established with Dollar Tree. Details are still being worked out.
The Deacons' Shop continues to remain open each Thursday from 9:30
a.m. to 11:00 a.m.. The number of participants remains steady with the hope
that as the weather warms and we separate ourselves even more from the
pandemic, those numbers will rise to the levels that were common place prior
to covid.
Submitted by Dave Horger, Deacon Chair
Side note: The Deacons & Outreach participate in the last Drive-thru at First Christian and received the
following note from Elizabeth Wicks:
I wanted to give you an update on our meal Friday night (Feb 11) so you can share it with your
congregation. We served 89 meals Friday night with 25 cars coming through! We were afraid the weather would
deter people, but it didn't. Everyone was very appreciative of the toiletries. We really appreciate your church
taking on this mission and look forward to another successful meal on March 11. Blessings to all of you!

Kindred Spirits Circle - Our March 14 meeting at 4:30 p.m. in the Green Lounge will focus on the first
part of Mary's life. She is the final woman mentioned in Jesus's lineage, his mom. Please join us.

We received mail!

Dear Members of First Presbyterian Church:
Thank you for your contribution of $2050 to Bluff Street Village. With your factious
contribution this past year you are assisting in the building of houses for low income
people! We will eventually build at least 20 houses creating a community where not
existed! You are helping transform lives and a neighborhood! Thank you!
Larry Clark, Project Director
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March 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
9 Sort Clothes

3
9:30 Deacons’
Shop
5:30 LCT
6 LCEL

4

5

1 Book Group
5:30 LCT
6 LCEL

6
10 Worship &
Communion
11 Home Comn
11:30 YG

7 Church Closed

5:30 Lect.
Study

8 A.A.

7 Ash
Wednesday
Service

8

9
9 Sort Clothes

1 Book Group
5:30 LCT
6 LCEL
7 Session Mtg.

5:30 No Study
7 Trustees Mtg.

10 Worship

14 Church Closed 15
Newsletter
Deadline
4:30 Kindred
Spirits

20
10 Worship
11:30 YG

1 Book Group
5:30 LCT
6 LCEL
8 A.A.

21 Church Closed 22
1 Book Group
5:30 LCT
6 LCEL
8 A.A.

27
10 Worship
11:30 YG

28 Church Closed 29
1 Book Group
5:30 LCT
6 LCEL
8 A.A.
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7 Choir

11
10
9:30 Deacons’
Shop
5:30 LCT
5:30 Worship Mt.
6 LCEL

12
10-3 HYT

7 Choir

8 A.A.

13

10-3 HYT

16
9 Sort Clothes

17
9:30 Deacons’
Shop
5:30 LCT
6 LCEL

18

24
9:30 Deacons’
Shop
5:30 LCT
6 LCEL

25

9 Men’s
Breakfast
10-3 HYT

5:30 Lect.
Study
7 Choir
7 Outreach Mtg.

23
9 Sort Clothes

5:30 Lect.
Study

26
10-3 HYT

7 Choir

30

31

9 Sort Clothes

9:30 Deacons’
Shop
5:30 LCT
6 LCEL

5:30 Lect.
Study

19

7 Choir

Remember the church in your will.

LCT=La
YG=Youth
Conextion
Group
Tutoring Progrm.
LCEL=La
Conexion
English tutoring
HYG=Horizon
Youth Theatre

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
126 South Church Street
Bowling Green OH 43402
phone:419/352-5176
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org
We are on Facebook.

Officers for 2022 thru 2024
Moderator, David Montgomery
Session
March 1

Paul Nusser, Skip Oman, Makellen
Weisert

Class 2022
Class 2023
Class 2024

March 3

Betty Long, Ann Titus, Amy Vermilya

March 4

Doug Nusser, O’Leo Loki

March 8

Ryan Rife

March 10

Peggy Brigham

Class 2022

March 13

Mickey Cochrane

Class 2023

March 19

Kelly Bielen-MacKinnon, Doretta Schmidt

March 22

Megan DeVries

March 23

Anne Clark, Linda Evans

March 24

Dick Martin

Trustees

March 25

Allen Holder

March 29

Karla Geyman, Adriane Weisert,

March 30

Joan McEwen, Jackson LaPointe

Class 2022
Class 2023
Class 2024

(If your birthday isn’t listed please let the church office know
your birthdate 00/00/0000)

Christina Guenther, Open slot,
Donna Nelson-Been, Terri McNamara
Dar Bevelhymer, 2 Open Slots
Joan Callecod, Carolyn Layne,
Gale Swanka

Deacons

Class 2024

Sandi Carsey, Dave Horger,
Jan McLaughlin, Cathy Horger
Beatrice Guenther, Nancy Hess,
Open slot
Scotty Huntington, Doretta Schnmidt

Drew Hanna, Terri McNamara
Bob Callecod, Linda Smith
Sue Clark, Mike Evans

