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Dear Friends and Family of First, 

 Lent 2022 has certainly been a journey of observing, 
pondering, questioning, assessing and discernment. At least it has 
for me. This Lenten Journey began reminding each and everyone 
of us to “Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
I’ve offered those words 35 times over 35 years of ministry. But 
this year was different because on March 1, at my pre-surgery 
appointment, I was asked to bring my Living Will and my Power of 
Attorney “just in case.” 

 Just in case…I die. Just in case…something goes wrong with the surgery. Just in case…I am 
reminded that I am dust and to dust I shall return. Now, that gave me pause. 

 As I prepared for my cervical spinal fusion on March 7
th
, the doctors and hospital administrators 

wanted me to be prepared, to have all my accounts in order, for I could be facing the end of my life. 
What a rich experience in my faith journey! This Lent is like none other which have gone before it. 

 So I did just as I plan to do each Lent. I took time before the surgery and after the surgery to 
observe, ponder, question, assess and discern my life. 

 Frederick Buechner helped me on this journey as I picked up again, his marvelous book of daily 
meditations entitled, Listening to Your Life. His entry for February 26 is titled “Lent”. He writes: 

 In many cultures there is an ancient custom of giving a tenth of each year’s income to some 
holy use. For Christians, to observe the forty days of Lent is to do the same thing with roughly a tenth 
of each year’s days. After being baptized by John in the river Jordon, Jesus went off alone into the 
wilderness where he spent forty days asking himself questions what it meant to be Jesus. During Lent, 
Christians are supposed to ask one way or another what it means to be themselves. 

 If you had to bet everything you have on whether there is a God or whether there isn’t, which 
side would get your money and why? 

 When you look at your face in the mirror, what do you see in to that you most like and what do 
you see in it that you most deplore? 

 If you had only one last message to leave to a handful of people who are most important to you, 
what would it be in twenty-five words or less? 

 Of all the things you have done in your life, which is the one you would most like to undo? 
Which is the one that makes you happiest to remember? 

 Is there any person in the world, or any cause, that, if circumstances called for it, would you be 
willing to die for? 

 If this were the last day of your life, what would you do with it? 

 To hear yourself try to answer questions like these is to begin to hear something not only of who 
you are but of both what you are becoming and what you are failing to become, It can be a pretty 
depressing business all in all, but if sackcloth and ashes are at the start of it, something like Easter 
may be at the end. 

May we find peace in this world which God loves, 

      David 



 
 

Holy Week Services 

 

Holy Week allows us to gather for worship 5 times to hear, rehearse, retell and share the Passion of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ. Each service is provided to help us follow this Lenten Journey all the way to the 

Cross and beyond. This Lent has been a time of walking the questions of faith. Join us in person, or on 

Facebook Live for each of the services. 

April 10  How Can We Face Tragedy?                                Isaiah 50 and Luke 22 and 23  

Palm/Passion Sunday is a confusing celebration, if we can call Jesus’ Passion a celebration. There is 

not enough time in a week, much less in a day to wrestle with all the emotions, struggles, opportunities 

raised when retelling stories of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem AND Jesus’ execution. The crowd 

shouting along the grand parade moving to the crowd mocking on the executioner’s march to the cross. 

How do we make sense of this senseless violence, oppression and torture?  

April 14  Maundy Thursday 7 pm          Can We Remember?           Exodus 12:1-14 

Jesus gathered with his disciples in the Upper Room for the celebration of the Passover and his last 

supper where he institutes a new way of living. The Passover is a ritual that tells and retells the story of 

God’s Divine love and guidance. This service will help us once again hear our story of God’s interaction 

with us. 

April 15 Good Friday     Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?                          Noon 

Isaiah 52-13 – 53:12 reads like a preview of the story we rehearse every year on Good Friday. There is 

pain and affliction. There is crying out and pouring out to death. Are we immune to the pain? Are we 

calloused with all the violence that surrounds us? Or can we see our Lord bearing the pain of the world? 

The Horizon Youth Theatre Group will offer this Reader’s Theatre at the noon hour in the sanctuary. 

April 17  Easter Sunday                                                                 6:30 Sunrise in Court Yard  & 
                                     10 am in Sanctuary with Brass Ensemble 

                                                  Where Do We Go From Here?                                        Isaiah 65 

God promises to “create new heavens and a new earth” way back in Isaiah’s days. We now live over 

2,000 years after Jesus’ life, death and resurrection- so where is this new heavens and new earth? 

Where do we go from this time of worship and celebration out into a world that often reflects the pain 

and struggles, the defeats and losses of our mortal lives? How do we continue this journey? Where is 

this God of love and promise? How can we walk together this journey called life?  

April 24                  In Defense of Thomas              John 20:19-31 
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Interim Pastor                          
Rev. David M. Montgomery               
revdmm@gmail.com                
419/345-2193  

Choir Director                                
Aaron Roos,                                       
akroos@bgsu.edu                      
216/970-6518                                                        

Organist                                                
Heather McEwen Goldman  
goldman.heather@gmail.com 
646/326-4058 

Youth Co-Ordinator Volunteer 
Brie Bradshaw,                    
brieb@bgsu.edu                            
951/207-2758 

Office Administrator                  
Tammy Schnitker 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
419/352-5176    

Treasurer                                   
Gale Swanka   
gswanka@bgsu.edu   

Media Specialist                               
Abbey Staats  
abbey8201@gmail.com              
330/604-2344 

Sextons Fernando Hernandez & 
Monica Garcia 

Nursery Worker                                                             
Araya Musselman 

 

 Office Information 

Monday-Church Closed             

  Tues. & Thursday                                     
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

Weds. 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.                             
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Phone: 419/352-5176                   
Fax: 419/352-8808                           
E-mail: 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com  

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org  
 

The office is closed daily for 
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

 

Presbyterian Women are pleased to offer 

lily plants for sale to decorate the sanctuary 

for Easter and to commemorate and honor the 

memory of loved ones. The price this year is 

$14.00 per plant.  Checks should be made 

out to Presbyterian Women with the word “lily” on the memo 

line.  Checks may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church 

office.  The DEADLINE to turn orders will be Friday, April 1. Families 

may pick up their lilies after the Easter service on April 17.   

Please place slip & money in an envelop and place in offering plate 

Please fill out your Easter order with the following information: 

Name:____________________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________________________ 

Memory or Honor __________________________________________ 

# of Lily Plants ordered: ___________________________________ 

 

We’ve received mail! 

2-22-22 

Dear Church (connectional has never meant so 

much), 

 We at First Presbyterian Church of 

Mayfield, KY would like to than you. Your generous gift and God’s never

-end blessings enable us to continue to help others as we make plans 

for the post-tornado future of our church. 

 Much was lost, like our 100-year-old pipe organ. But much was 

salvaged, like our communion cross and our steeple bell. And with 

God’s help and yours we are moving forward. 

 Thank you, 

 Mayfield First Presbyterian Church 

 May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

         

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org
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It's One Great Hour of Sharing time.  This 
annual offering benefits three major areas 
supported by the Presbyterian Church: 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, helping 
communities recover from natural or human-
caused disasters, as well as aiding refugees. 

 Presbyterian Hunger Program, giving grants 
to congregations and organizations 
addressing food insecurity and other 
emergency needs. 

 Self-development of People, working with 
low-income communities to overcome 
oppression and injustice. 

We will receive One Great Hour of Sharing 
offerings on Easter, April 17. 

 In addition to supporting upcoming special 

offerings, the Mission Committee recently voted 

to direct funds to the following: 

 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, directed 

toward people fleeing Ukraine, $1000.  The 

Mission Committee funds were quickly 

matched by Presbyterian Women for a total of 

$2000.   If you would like to add your 

donation to this fund, you can write a check 

(made out to First Presbyterian Church, with 

Ukraine in the memo line), or use Paypal or 

Venmo to make an electronic gift, with a note 

designating it for Ukraine. 

 Partners in Health, $500.  This organization 

provides quality medical care to people in 12 

countries, across 4 continents in some of the 

world's most vulnerable communities.  This 

gift is in memory of Paul Farmer, the founder 

of Partners in Health, who recently passed. 

 Wood Area Ministries, $1000.  This fund is 

used mainly to assist individuals who find 

themselves in urgent need of assistance such 

as short term housing or food.  

 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering 
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Shatter Grace: From Cross to Resurrection 

Dates:  April 24, 25, & 26    

Featuring Guest Potter Mart Nafziger                                                                   
Brush Creek Potter, Sauder Village 

Along w/ Presbytery Leaders: Rev. Cathy Johnson & Rev. Pam Short 

Time: Sunday, April 24 @ 6pm (eat before you arrive) to Tuesday, 
April 26 @ 1pm. 

Meals: Monday breakfast - Tuesday lunch 

Need a little break after the heightened season of Lent and Holy Week? This retreat is designed to assist 

you in see the pieces of God’s Resurrection Grace in the midst of our brokenness. Artistic expressions 

such as mosaic, collage, fabrics and photographs will be offered. Mark Nafziger has decades of 

experience as a potter, a musician and a theological thinker : “For me a successful piece is when the 

design and form come together to create a cohesive whole. My goal is to make [pottery] that is not just 

used, but in the process of doing its ‘job’ also opens a space for an aesthetic experience.”  to learn  

about his style of art, visit his store at https://brush-creek-pottery-mark-nafziger.aquare.site/s/shop or see 

his work at https://facebook.come/marknafziger.brushcreekpottery/. 

This Spring Retreat is open to all! Ruling Elders, Teaching Elders, Friends & Strangers! 

Basic retreat cost $25, includes all sessions and meals.  Overnight: $35 per night/per person w/shared 

bathroom, or $40 per night/per person for private bath. Registration via the MVP website: 

www:maumeevp.org.  If you have questions ask Joyce Kepke (she went to the last Spiritual 

Formation Presbytery Retreat). 

Don’t let the cost stop you! Scholarship available! Email: matt@maumeevp.org 
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Thanks for all the cards, prayers, 

emails and meals you’ve offered 

this old healing preacher. Your 

care certainly is appreciated. 

See you Sunday!! 

                 Pastor David 

 

 

The Nominating Committee is delighted to announce the following people have 

accepted positions on the Board of Deacons and on Session. They were accepted by 

the congregation with a unanimous voted on March 6. The new officers will receive 

training, be examined by Session, and be ordained and installed into office. 

    Ellyn Stout, Deacon, Class of 2024 

    Rosemary Apple, Elder, Class of 2023 

    Chris Williams, Elder, Class of 2023 

    Thank you Ellyn, Rosemary, and Chris. 

              ~Terri McNamara, Nominating Committee Chair 

 

Seeking Donations for the Backpack Project 

 The Backpack Project provides weekend meals and snacks each week for students 

attending the Wood County Academy located in our church building.  

 We depend on donations of food (or money if that is easier) and need peanut butter, 

jelly (in plastic bottles), mac & cheese, canned soups, canned vegetables, canned pasta, and 

tuna. Items can be dropped off at the church office 

 If you would like to learn more about the project, how to donate, or if you would like to volunteer to help, 

please contact Libby Allen-Dachik, allenda@bgsu.edu or 419-494-4117 or Nettie Rose, nettierose@aol.com. 

The Backpack Project has been a very successful, effective outreach program.  We thank you for your 

generous donations. 

Remember the church in your will. 

mailto:allenda@bgsu.edu
mailto:nettierose@aol.com
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Session March Update 

Welcome Abbey Staats to our staff as a Media Specialist! 

Abbey is a sophomore at BGSU studying International Studies with a minor in 

Advertising. She lives in Stow, OH. She gained rich experience as the Social 

Media Intern at the Wood County Museum and working in the Mayor’s Office in 

Stow. 

Key Club has been a major influence in her life as she was the Lieutenant 

Governor of the Ohio District Division (2019) and their Webmaster (2020). She is 

also a member of Delta Zeta Sorority. 

She fulfills most of the job requirements and is willing to learn the balance. She will be working up to 7 

hours a week at $20 an hour. Her responsibilities will include being our Web Master, helping manage 

and promote our worship services, advertising through Facebook and Twitter. 

Welcome Abbey! You can see her in the back of the sanctuary every Sunday! 

abbey8201@gmail.com 

330-604-2344 

 

COVID Policy update: 

 After considerable discussion, the Session has decided that once Wood County 

drops to low-risk (Green), mask wearing will be at each person’s discretion. We are 

continuing to place emphasis on protecting the most vulnerable among us. Social 

distancing and using hand sanitizer will still be required. 

 We are still discussing how we will safely, efficiently and faithfully administer the elements of 

communion honoring and respecting the sanctity of the Sacrament. 

 

   The Deacons’ March Update 

 The Deacons have established a new project, the "BG 

Cares/Helping Hands"  

Drive. Our congregation will be donating hygienic materials such as toilet paper, feminine pads, adult 

pads, toothpaste, shampoo, etc, to The First Christian Church of Bowling Green each week to 

supplement their efforts to provide hot meals, groceries and bread to food insecure individuals. Church 

members can donate in two ways, by placing those items in a container located right outside the church 

office or by contributing cash, a check, or by transferring funds through the QR code. Our church has 

also established an account with the Dollar Tree that will allow us to purchase articles tax free. 

 Letters will be sent to church members who have not been active for two years or more. Deacons 

have been asked to contact members of their flock to "see how we can be the church for you". Those 

receiving letters who don't respond will be will be taken off the membership list. 

 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when 

mailto:abbey8201@gmail.com
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The Return of Name Tags to Worship 

The church name tags are being refreshed and reintroduced to the 

congregation on Sunday, April 24.  The Membership Committee 

team is working hard to prepare new name tags for all the 

members, friends and regular visitors of our church.  The new 

name tag holder will be magnetic, but you will have the opportunity to choose the original clip/pin variety 

if preferred or required due to a pacemaker.  The church will be printing the name tag inserts, so the 

congregation will have the opportunity to request changes to how their name appears on the nametag.   

You may be asking yourself, “Didn’t we try this before? Why do we need name tags? We're a small 

church. We all know each other, don't we?”  The question should be, “Why would we not want to make 

visitors and new members feel more welcome?” The use of name tags sends the message that we want 

you to know who we are, as much as we want to know who you are.  Name tags are one more way we 

can follow our commitment that states we will  “Welcome in worship” and  be  “Inclusive by intention”.   

There are many articles to be found advocating the benefits of nametags in a church setting.  My 

strongest argument is experience.  Who has not been introduced to someone and after a brief 

conversation, totally lost the person’s name?  You may even have experienced temporarily forgetting the 

name of someone you should know.  It’s hard to introduce people to each other without their 

names!  Remember the last time you joined a new group and after introductions to multiple people, you 

were expected to remember their names? We’ve all had these experiences at some point.  Here are a 

few of the reasons presented in articles advocating name tags: 

1. Few people know everybody in the church. 

2. Leaders need help with names. 

3. Name tags invite conversation. 

4. Knowing names makes fellowship more personal 

5. Name tags save embarrassment. 

6. Name tags are an inexpensive way to promote outward focus. 

7. Guests feel less conspicuous. 

8. Saying to someone, “Please let us know your name” also says, “We want to know you.” 

  

The Membership Committee will be providing more information as the rollout date approaches.  We will 

continue to use the current name tag boards, but also add additional collection baskets by exits to help 

remind everyone to leave the nametags at church.  We want to make it as easy as possible for everyone 

to embrace the return of nametags! 

       ~ submitted by Susan Dunn, Chair of Membership 

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 
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Remember the church in your will. 
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April 2022 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

LCT=La 

Conextion 

Tutoring Program. 

LCEL=La 

Conexion English 

YG=Youth Group    1 2 

3 

10 Worship & 

Communion     

11:30 YG               

4  Church Closed 5                             

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

8 A.A. 

6                                      

9 Sort Clothes 

5:30 Lect. 

Study       

7 Green Team 

Mtg. 

7                                     

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop                            

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

7 Choir  

8 

 

 

 

6 Drum Café 

Event in 

Sanctuary 

9 

11 Sr. Voice 

Recital in 

Sanctuary 

10                         

Palm Sunday 

10 Worship  

11:30 YG        

2:15-4:30 Piano 

Recital in 

Sanctuary        

11 Church Closed 

 

4:30 Kindred 

Spirits 

 

HOLY WEEK 

12 

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

8 A.A. 

13                                       

9 Sort Clothes              

5:30 Lect. 

Study                        

7 Mission Mtg. 

Outreach Mtg.      

14                                       

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop                            

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL                        

7 Maundy Thurs. 

Service 

15 

12 Good Friday 

Service in 

Sanctuary 

3-5:30 Dress 

Rehearsal for 

recital 

16                            

Men & 

Women’s 

Brkfst.                 

1 Sr. Voice 

Recital in 

Sanctuary 

17 Easter 

6:30 Sunrise 

Service in the 

Courtyard 

10 Worship w/ 

Brass Ensemble 

18 Church Closed 19  Newsletter 

Deadline                          

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT                     

5:30 Session 

Mtg.                      

6 LCEL                                

8 A.A. 

20                                       

9 Sort Clothes 

5:30 Lect. 

Study                         

7 Trustees Mtg.     

21                                   

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop                        

2:30 Personnel 

Mtg. @ Drew 

Hanna’s                        

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL                          

7 Choir  

22 23 

24 

10 Worship      

11:30 YG             

 

                              

MVP Spiritual    

25 Church Closed 

 

 

 

Formation 

Retreat 

26 

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

8 A.A. 

27                                           

9 Sort Clothes 

5:30 Lect. 

Study       

28                               

9:30 Deacons’ 

Shop                            

5:30 LCT                        

6 LCEL 

7 Choir  

29 30 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when 



First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
126 South Church Street              
Bowling Green OH 43402  
phone:419/352-5176 
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 3  Jan Marcin                                                               

April 5  Lyn Long 

April 10  Tammy Bankey 

April 13  June Vogtsberger 

April 14  Steve McEwen 

April 16  Linda Smith 

April 20  Don Boren 

April 22  Ellie Nemeth 

April 28  Rosemary Apple 

April 29  Judy Martin 

April 30  Mike Evans 

 

 

(If your birthday isn’t listed please let the church office know 

your birthdate 00/00/0000) 

O 

Officers for 2022 thru 2024 

Moderator, David Montgomery 

Session 

Class 2022  Christina Guenther, Donna Nelson- 
  Been, Terri McNamara          
Class 2023 Dar Bevelhymer,  Rosemary Apple,  
  Chris Williams                                  
Class 2024 Joan Callecod, Carolyn Layne,                       
  Gale Swanka 

Deacons 

Class 2022 Sandi Carsey, Dave Horger,                           
  Jan McLaughlin, Cathy Horger                                       
Class 2023  Beatrice Guenther,  Nancy Hess,  
  Ellyn Stout                                          
Class 2024 Scotty Huntington, Doretta Schnmidt 

 

Trustees 

Class 2022  Drew Hanna, Terri McNamara                      
Class 2023 Bob Callecod, Linda Smith                          
Class 2024 Sue Clark, Mike Evans 

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org

