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Family and Friend of First,
In sitting down to write this inaugural (solo) newsletter article, I feel a certain internal
pressure to make some sort of grand statement that will lay out the big plans and successes
in our future. But here’s the problem: I intentionally came into this call not making such plans.
I resisted that temptation because experience has taught me that no pastor can come up
with a good plan without first spending – at minimum – a year getting to know a church, its
people, and its surrounding community. To do otherwise – to come in full of bluster and big ideas – is akin to you
going to the doctor and before you can even introduce yourself hearing him say, “Okay. Well, clearly, we have to
get you scheduled for an EKG, a full blood panel, and – maybe – a CT scan.” Meanwhile, you’re like, “I’m here
because I’ve been having indigestion more frequently.”
So, I don’t have grand plans, but that doesn’t mean that they aren’t slowly forming in my heart, mind, and
soul. A better metaphor than the doctor-patient one above might come to us from the culinary world – specifically
that of an amuse-bouche.
If you’ve ever done any fine dining, you might have had the chef send out a small, single-bite hors
d'oeuvre. This is an amuse-bouche. The point of this little bite is to prep your taste buds for the full meal to come,
as well as to introduce you to the chef’s particular style. It is different from an appetizer, which is ordered off the
menu by the patron, because it is freely given by the chef to the patron.
That’s sort of how I feel right now. Every visit with each congregant, every worship service, every
committee meeting, every staff meeting, every polite conversation of chit-chat in the parking lot or when I bump
into one of you in the community – all of these things are a sort of amuse-bouche for me. And it’s delightful!

As with an actual amuse-bouche, I get a little taste of who you are as individuals and as a community and
can, therefore, better anticipate the full meal we’ll share together in the future. Like with any good meal, any good
community is a unique blending of sweet, salty, sour, bitter, and umami. Any one of those elements all alone might
be too much, but when blended masterfully, they interact together to create something delicious. I’m still learning
the flavor of this place at this moment in its history. But don’t worry, everything I’ve tasted thus far has me
salivating for the full course to come.
Of course, I’m also aware that you’re probably doing much of the same with me right now, right? Every
sermon, every prayer, every Facebook question I’m answering throughout the month of August, every moment of
leadership in a meeting, each joke (or failed attempt at a joke!) is your own amuse-bouche experience. In fact, in a
nice coincidence, Chris Williams, our Worship Committee chair, partially named this experience after worship
recently. In talking about my sermons, he said to me, “You know, it really seems like you’re laying a foundation for
a progressive Christian theology.” YES! That’s right! Now, Chris said this after only my second sermon, so it would
be dubious to say that he’s had a full meal just yet, but he had had enough little tastes – an amuse-bouche, if you
will – to start getting a sense of what I’m doing as a preacher-chef in the pulpit each Sunday.
If, then, we are in a mutual amuse-bouche season together, we must commit to one thing: Candor. By
candor, I mean an honest transparency of both fitness and flaws. We must do so because an amuse-bouche that
isn’t all that salty (for example) cannot precede a salt-heavy meal. That would be a form of deception, even if
accidental and non-malicious in its intent. And this necessary candor is part of the trust we’re building together. For
once we know each other well enough – once we’ve had enough tastes to know what to reasonably and faithfully
expect out of each other – we will be better able to work together to plan a banquet of beauty, of love, of grace,
and of fellowship for both ourselves and our broader community.
For now, though, I’m just thrilled by all the little tastes I’ve experienced!
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Staff at First Presbyterian

First Friday will be September 2nd, 6:00 pm at Cocina
de Carlos, 205 Farnsworth Rd in Waterville. Please let

Pastor
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schoolley
fpcbgjeff@gmail.com
330/931-9165

Nettie Rose know if you are coming by August 31. Text
Nettie at 419-262-7889 or email her at

Family & Youth Ministries
Specialist (FYMS)
Amanda Ark
akark@bgsu.edu
937/419-9616

nettierose@aol.com.
Celebrate the Sabbath! That is the subject of this year’s

Director of Music Ministry
Heather McEwen Goldman
goldman.heather@gmail.com
646/326-4058

Kindred Spirits Bible study. The study’s focus involves the

Office Administrator
Tammy Schnitker
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
419/352-5176

of the month at 4:30 p.m. in the Green Lounge. To order

Treasurer
Gale Swanka
gswanka@bgsu.edu
419/575-1478

Sabbath as a celebration meant for all and as a time to
focus on life and community. We meet the third Monday
the study book, visit the website https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
bible-study/celebrating-sabbath/ or call 844-797-2872 or
scan the QR code. Large print, Spanish and audio
editions are available. If you have questions, please call

Media Specialist
Abbey Staats
abbey8201@gmail.com
330/604-2344

Julie Smith Maekask at 419-247-1794 (it is a landline, so
no texting please).

Sextons Fernando Hernandez &
Monica Garcia
Nursery Worker
Araya Musselman

Office Hours
Monday-Church Closed
Tues. & Thursday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Weds. 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Phone: 419/352-5176
Fax: 419/352-8808
E-mail:
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com

The annual Rummage Sale is Presbyterian Women's primary fundraiser
for the various local and international missions and projects that are
selected for support each year. The 2022 Rummage Sale will be held
September 23-24, later than usual, but we hope it will be as successful
as past sales. Due to limited storage space at church, we are asking
people to hold their donations until two weeks before the event. We will
start accepting donations Sunday, September 11 and provide help
unloading cars after church. Items can be left in designated areas in

Fellowship Hall during the hours the building is open through

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org

Wednesday September 21. Unloading

The office is closed daily for
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

assistance will also be offered on Sunday
September 18 following church. More
information on volunteer scheduling will be
available in September. For questions,
contact Susan Dunn (419-308-3491) or Nancy
Hess (419-806-4788).
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FYMS (Family & Youth Ministry Specialists) Corner
I decided I would use this first newsletter of my
position here to introduce myself and what the title of Family
and Youth Ministry Specialist means.
For those of you who do not know my name is
Amanda Ark and I have been hired as the Family and Youth
Ministry Specialist or FYMS here at First Pres. I am an Ohio native and have attended this church off and on
since 2009 during my 3 stints at BGSU where I received my bachelor’s in education, a masters in curriculum,
and, after four years teaching in South Korea, an M. Ed. In Cross-Cultural and International Education. I have
been involved in ministry in different ways since High School leading Sunday school groups, organizing
volunteers for events, leading worship, and helping with confirmation classes.
Bowling Green and specifically First Pres has been on my heart for years and I always dreamed of

coming back to live and work in this area. I also have always loved the mission and work here at First Pres and
the worship community this church had given me. So, when the opportunity popped up to not only live and work
in BG but work at a church I cared so much for, it felt right. I prayed about my decision to apply for about a week
and felt God calling me back here, so I applied and here we all are now!
My position is called the Family and Youth Ministry Specialist because my job encompasses so much
more than working with children and youth. My job is to work with every member of the church in their faith
journeys at any age, as well as to reach out to our community to build better and stronger connections between
our church and the Bowling Green and surrounding areas. Beyond my own plans and ideas, I will be working
with the Christian Education committee, the Outreach committee, and Pastor Jeff.

I invite you to come and chat with me about what kinds of Christian education items or community reachouts you would like to see. I, of course, cannot promise them all; but I am more than happy to create
programming based on the ideas of the congregation or those they work with.
Activities that you can look forward to are:
 Alternate worship/prayer methods
 Explorations of our personal gifts and how we use them
 Bible/Book Studies
 Devotional Practices
 Breaking bread together

 Youth Events and Fundraisers
 Lots of talk about God, Faith, Spirituality, and how we can explore those things.

I am so excited for what this time will bring and cannot wait to see what God will do in this faith
community.
Amanda Ark
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Many thanks to the congregation
for your generous support of the

Migrant Camp project. Through
your donations, we were able to
deliver food, clothes, and
hygiene items. Additionally, La Conexion worked with
the Brown Bag Project to bring food for the workers’
kitchens, and the BGSU Office of Sustainability
donated clothes, bed linens, and toys. The visit to the
camp did not go as planned, since the morning
weather predictions showed a high chance of
thunderstorms for the planned time of the visit. We
cancelled the visit for July 24 – and of course the
weather turned out to be just fine. But several
members of the Mission Committee (Rosemary Apple,
Nancy Hess, Gale Swanka, and Debbie Zappitelli
along with Debbie’s husband Gene) delivered items to

Mark your calendars for
an Electronics Recycling
Event on Saturday,
October 8, from 10 am –
1 pm. We are working
with AIM e-cycling to have
them deliver and later pick
up collection boxes for your electronic items.
What can you e-cycle? Almost anything except the
old-style TV’s (the big tube TVs) and CRT
tubes. Here’s some things you can e-cycle:
computers, laptops, monitors, flat screen TVs,
printers, cables, speakers, cell phones, electronic
games, VCR and DVD players. There’s more
information on the AIM website at aimecycling.com

According to AIM’s website, they “process hundreds
of tons of e-waste every month. Some devices, such
as desktop & laptop computers, flat-screen monitors,
cell phones, and games, can be refurbished and reused. The remaining e-waste is separated for further
processing in specialized facilities that can extract
various components and precious metals. The rest is
shredded into new materials and devices.”

the camp two days later. The workers and many of the
children came to see who was visiting them, and
happily went away with clothes, shoes, toys, and
hygiene items. It all worked out!

The Mission
Committee voted to
send $1000 to help
victims of flooding in
eastern Kentucky.
Storms devasted the area in July, displacing hundreds
of families and businesses. Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance is helping people in that area with
resources, grants, and a response team.

School Supplies - Please
continue to collect school supplies
for the students at Crim
Elementary. Donations need to be
dropped of at First Pres by Sept. 4th . The supply
list is located in the weekly bulletin, the website,
and Facebook.
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Members of the Green Team recently met with
Amanda Gamby, Sustainability and Public Outreach
Coordinator for the City of Bowling Green. She
provided us with some excellent resources for both
the church and for households within the
congregation. We’ll be sharing these resources with
the congregation over the next couple months. One of
her suggestions was that we work with Efficiency
Smart to conduct a free energy audit of the church
building. The goal is to find ways to reduce expenses
by finding ways to reduce energy costs. This will go to
the Trustees for their action.
We are also looking for a place to post many of the
materials Amanda gave us. Susan Dunn is working
on placing a bulletin board in a central spot to display
resource information such as those from the City.
The Wood County Park District is having their fall
native plant sale on Sat. Sept. 24 from 9-Noon at
Carter Farm, 18331 Carter Rd. The sale will include
woody shrubs and fall flowering plants.
Columbia Gas offers a number of
ideas to help save energy – which
means saving money. You might
consider a low-cost energy efficiency
audit. They will schedule a time with
you to check such items as pipes, furnace,
thermostat, and insulation. There are rebates
available for some of the repairs or upgrades they
suggest for your home. Go to the Columbia Gas
website for more information.

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering

HOLY COW! WHAT GREAT THINGS WE
HAVE IN STORE!

Count Me In!

From the Finance Committee

Do you all remember taking the Holy Cow
assessment in early 2021? One of the top priorities
you identified for our church was that we “provide more
opportunities for Christian Education and spiritual
formation at every age and stage of life.” To address
that priority, our Christian Education Committee and
Session committed to hiring a new full-time staff
member and we are thrilled to welcome Amanda Ark as

“Fruit salad? Count me in!”

our new Family and Youth Ministries Specialist. With a

The Nominating Committee will be reaching out

new Pastor and a new FYMS on board, excitement

to see if we can “count you in” as we seek

abounds in anticipation of what is in store for us in the

candidates for the 2025 Class of Deacons,

coming year! But all this comes at a price….
literally. Last fall, we asked you to give a little extra in
your financial gifts to offset the cost of the new FYMS
position. We were blessed by the generosity of a very
small handful of members who gave or pledged to give
money specifically to fund this position for at least three
years. But can we be frank…. we haven’t gotten the
financial support we really need to fully fund the

FYMS. The Session has committed to continuing this
program for the next several years because you told us
it was a priority. And if that means we have to cut back
in other committee areas and draw down our
investments to fund our FYMS, that’s what we will do,
but with the recent downturn in the markets, our
investment accounts suffered some losses and they
are just beginning to bounce back a little. It will take
some time for us to recover the loss, so wisdom would
dictate that we tap our savings only as a last

resort. Instead, it is our fervent hope that in the next
few months, many more of you will feel called to bless
this new endeavor in ministry with your financial
support. It can be a one-time gift or a pledge to be
given over the next three years. Large or small, your
gifts to specifically fund the FYMS position move us

Trustees, and Elders.
Not sure what Deacons, Trustees, and Elders do?
Here is a brief description of each board.
Deacons serve our congregation as well as the
community. Their intent is to do so primarily
through their shepherding efforts and two major
programs, The Deacons’ Shop and the Christmas
Ministry. Deacons strive to care for one another as
Christ cares for us.

Trustees manage the building and grounds and
set policy for the use of church property. They do
this through repair and cleaning of the building,
overseeing the maintenance of our outdoor green
spaces, and approving building and grounds use
by church members and outside organizations.
Elders (Session) are the council for the
congregation. Elders serve as chairs, co-chairs,
and members of the congregation’s committees
and ministry teams. Session committees are:
Christian Nurture, Finance, Governance,
Hospitality, Membership, Mission, Nominating,
Outreach, Personnel, and Worship.
If you are thinking about joining a board but need
more details, contact a Nominating Committee
member. We’d love to speak with you and share
our experiences.
Nominating Committee: Terri McNamara, Cathy
Horger, Linda Evans, Drew Hanna, Bob Callecod

toward the kind of church ministry that will enrich us all.
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The Deacons have already begun to
prepare for this year's Christmas Breakfast.
Last year over 100 people, representing over 50
families, including more than 60 kids, were
served breakfast. Each family received a $75.00
gift card from Aldi’s and the kids were presented with a $40.00 gift card from Wal-Mart. Plus, those
10 and younger got a toy. This year the Deacons have decided to increase the Aldi’s card to
$100.00. Last year this congregation remarkably donated more than $7,000.00 for this event and
we need you to give a bit more this Christmas. You have never yet let the Deacons and the people
they serve down. You'll hear more in the coming weeks. The event is scheduled for December
10th at the Senior Center.
The Deacon's Shop continues to serve the community every Thursday morning and was
pleased to provide several bags of clothes for those who lost most everything in the recent
apartment fire in Weston.
Although the trip to the migrant camp in July was cancelled due to the impending weather
forecast, numerous boxes of clothes and other essential items for the visit prepared for that event
were delivered the following day.
And it was reported that 89 families recently took advantage of the BG/Cares Helping Hands
Drive program in conjunction with the First Christian Church on Haskins Road.
Submitted by Dave Horger, Deacon Chair

Words of Deep Appreciation
"Thank you" doesn't begin to touch the appreciation I
have for you, not even close. But I will say "Thank you, thank
you, thank you!"
Thank you for the marvelously fun filled reception you
hosted Friday, July 29th. You touched my heart deeply. The
bobble head is the best! Your sense of humor, your delight in
serving the Lord and your knowing me all came together in that

gift! Thank you.

Also, thank you for the cards, the gifts, the generous check, the PowerPoint slide show, the
food, the hugs, the laughter and the tears. You are truly a gift directly from God to this old, bald, fat
man, for you have shown me how to follow Christ. Your love is contagious and your warmth is so
comforting.
I am forever indebted to you. Peace for ALL! Keep up the foolishness!
Forever yours,
David M. Montgomery
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Mid-week Bible Lectionary

Sunday, September 11 -

Study by Zoom Wednesday

“Transitions: Anxiety Attacks”

at 5:30 p.m.

Scriptures: 1 Samuel 8:1-20 &
Matthew 26:36-44

The Mid-week Bible Lectionary Study is
continuing for the time being on Weds. at 5:30
p.m. The Zoom link is sent out every week by
Pastor Jeff and if you are interested in joining,
please let Pastor Jeff know by emailing him at
fpcbgjeff@gmail.com.

September sermons will focus on
“Transitions”. For the third time in four months,

First Presbyterian Church, Bowling Green will
receive a new (or renewed) staff person into our
community. That’s A LOT of change, A TON of
transition. Of course, we’re not the only ones
going through transitions. Half-a-mile away 4,000
or so students are moving away from home for the

Our two passages present us keen differences in
experiencing anxiety in-so-far as they reveal two
different sources of our anxiety. When it comes to
transitions, anxiety is one of the peak ways in
which our fears present themselves. Yet whatever
the source, our anxiety attacks do not get to lay
claim on our lives for those already belong to our
God.
Sunday, September 18 “Transitions: Forging a Future in Faith”
Scriptures: Genesis 12:1-5a & Isaiah 43:14-19
Finally, at long last, we arrive at the fully Good
News of any transition, namely that transitions
give space for God to declare, “See, I am doing a
new thing.” Oftentimes, it was this “new thing” that
we were seeking in change (especially those
changes we pursue). We move into our future,
fortified by our faith.

first time and transitioning into independent
adulthood. And then, also of course, are all the

Sunday, 25 we begin a new sermon series

transitions that come with just living – kids growing

called “A Ministry of Reconciliation”. Paul

up, parents passing away, health changes, career

declares us “ambassadors of Christ” who have “a

changes, and just the on-going social upheaval in

ministry of reconciliation.” If this is who we are and

which we all live. Let us, therefore, spend a few

what we are commissioned to do, then exploring

weeks probing into transitions, seeking to

the fullness of reconciliation is important. This is

understand why they’re so hard (Loss! Anxiety!)

no “forgive and forget” series (which is, itself, a

and why they’re so good (Hope! Faith!). While

myth perpetuated by the unforgiven), but a

we’ll end on the good, we still must explore the

penetrating analysis of what it means to be

hard, if for no other reason than as an act of

ministers of reconciliation. And for the sake of

honesty.

transparency, this series was written against the

Sunday, September 4 - Communion Sunday

backdrop of the racial unrest following the murder

“Transitions: Learning to Live with Loss”
Scriptures: Psalm 137 and Ruth 1:1-19a
One of the ways we know that our God truly
knows us and loves us is the way God attends
faithfully to the full spectrum of human emotions
and felt-experiences.
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of George Floyd in May 2020 through the racist
Buffalo attack in May 2022. But it should be clear
that the process of reconciliation is applicable to
issues both macro and micro in scale, good for
conflicts between races and good for conflicts
between spouses.
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September 2022
Sun

Mon

LCT=La Conexion
Tutoring Program.

YG=Youth Group

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2 Tam-vacation

3

LCEL=La Conexion
English tutoring
1

9:30 Deacon
Shop

8-9 Meditation Grp

First Friday @
Cocina deCarlos

in FH

4
10-

5 Office Closed

6 Tam day off

7 9-Sort Clothes

8 9:30 Deacon
Shop

5:30 Bible Study

5:30 LCT

7 Green Team
Mtg.

5:30 Worship Mtg.
7 Choir Rehearsal

5:30 LCT

Worship/Communion
12-4 Bridal Shower in
FH

8 A.A.

7-8:30 Meditation Grp
10-Worship

12 Office Closed

13

14

9-Sort Clothes

5:30 LCT

5:30 Bible Study

5:30 Session Mtg.

7 Mission Mtg.

8 A.A.

7 Outreach Mtg.
7 Trustees Mtg.

7-8:30 Meditation Grp
10-Worship

11 Deacons Mtg.

19 Office Closed
4:30 Kindred Spirits

20 Newsletter
Deadline
3 Presbytery in
Norwalk

Accepting
7-8:30 Meditation Grp in Rummage Sale
FH
Items
25

16

17

in FH

Accepting Rummage
Sale Items after church

18

10

8-9 Meditation Grp

in FH
11

9 Tam-vacation

10-Worship

26 Office Closed

21

9-Sort Clothes

5:30 LCT
8 A.A.

22 9:30 Deacon
Shop

5:30 Bible Study

28 9-Sort Clothes

29

8 A.A.

9 Breakfast
Group

5:30 LCT
6 Bell Rehearsal
7 Choir Rehearsal
8-9 Meditation Grp
in FH

5:30 LCT
6 Bell Rehearsal
7 Choir Rehearsal
8-9 Meditation Grp
in FH

5:30 LCT

27

15 9:30 Deacon
Shop

9:30 Deacon
Shop

23

24

9-3 PW Rummage
Sale

9-3 PW Rummage
Sale

30 Tam-vacation

5:30 LCT
6 Bell Rehearsal
7 Choir Rehearsal

8-9 Meditation Grp
7-8:30 Meditation Grp

in FH

in FH
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If you would like to volunteer to answer the phones from 9-12 on the days Tammy is off or on vacation please let her know in the church office.

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
126 South Church Street
Bowling Green OH 43402
phone:419/352-5176
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org
We are on Facebook.

Officers for 2022 thru 2024
Moderator, Jeff Schooley
Session
Class 2022
Class 2023

Sept. 01

Pierson Halleck

Sept. 08

Sharon Dimon

Sept. 08

Ali McDonald

Sept. 10

Chris Williams

Deacons

Sept. 10

Frank McLaughlin

Class 2022

Sept. 11

Susan Platz

Class 2023

Sept. 22

Janet Hammersmith

Sept. 25

Beatrice Guenther

Sept. 30

Peggy Boren

(if your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be
please let the office know mm/dt/yr)

Class 2024

Class 2024

Christina Guenther, Donna NelsonBeen, Terri McNamara
Dar Bevelhymer, Rosemary Apple,
Chris Williams
Joan Callecod, Carolyn Layne,
Gale Swanka

Sandi Carsey, Dave Horger,
Jan McLaughlin, Cathy Horger
Beatrice Guenther, Nancy Hess,
Ellyn Stout
Scotty Huntington, Doretta Schnmidt

Trustees
Class 2022
Class 2023
Class 2024

Drew Hanna, Terri McNamara
Bob Callecod, Linda Smith
Sue Clark, Mike Evans

