
THE CRIER 
      September 2022 

Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) 

Friends at First Presb., 

All scripture was formed in community, by community, and for community. For this rea-

son, we do our best work with scripture… you guessed it! As a community.  

 A recent conversation with a congregant really drove this point home for me. 

She mentioned that a friend had shared a passage that included sexual assault, death, 

and dismemberment from the Old Testament (because of course that sort of story 

came from the Old Testament!) and she asked me, “What are we supposed to do with 

that?!?!” I had to be honest, I wasn’t entirely sure. The Bible has any number of these 

sorts of stories where we are left to wonder, “Just… why?”  

 What I tried to advise her – and share here now with you – is that scripture is God’s holy word as recorded 

and preserved by God’s faithful people. It is a sort of letter from past generations of faithful people – people just 

like you and me, people who were trying their best to be faithful – about the challenges, opportunities, hopes, 

frustrations, heartbreak, and joy of following our God. As I’ve come to understand it, then, our first task is to simp-

ly just try to hear these brothers and sisters from a different time and place as they share what was meaningful to 

them. The task of asking “why is this meaningful?” is then ours to take on. I have a pastoral hunch that even if we 

can’t find an answer to that question, the very process of asking it in community grows and transforms us in holi-

ness.  

 Of course, I want to be clear that while I’m emphasizing the communal nature of reading and interpreting 

scripture, there is also good reason to read it alone, devotionally. But we should also be clear that the question 

we bring to scripture when we read it in our private/personal devotional time is different than a communal study of 

it. The private time question is more of a request: “God, speak to me this day.” Or, if you prefer a prayerful meta-

phor: “Give me this day, my daily bread.” (After all, Jesus – during His temptation – claps back at Satan with a 

“man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from God.” And from that time on, the concept 

of “scripture” and “bread” were forever wed). It is important to remember, in these personal devotional times, that 

we don’t always hear directly or clearly from God. Sometimes the conversation takes days or weeks to evolve. 

And that’s okay. That happens to me all the time! Indeed, I sometimes suspect that I’m just supposed to dwell in 

the thing God told me two weeks ago and to quit trying to rush a new word before I’ve fully processed the last 

one.  God is patient. Me? Eh.  

 But back to our communal reading and interpreting of scripture. I highlight this act of faithfulness because 

our Christian Nurture offerings are really starting to pick up and take off in the coming weeks and months. In addi-

tion to the weekly Zoom Lectionary Group, we will soon be reintroducing “We Meet” on Wednesdays. Take a look 

at Amanda’s article in this newsletter for the logistical details on this, but suffice it to say, we will soon be re-

gathering for a time of food, fellowship, and growing together in the faith. I hope that you’ll commit to participating 

– to joining a community of people who are seeking God’s meaning in our lives, our church, and this world togeth-

er.  

 We also have some different, demographic-specific offerings. Leon Wang is leading Salt, a Queer Chris-

tian Bible Study on BGSU’s campus. Amanda has started scheduling Youth Group gatherings. Camp season is 

right around the corner! And to all this, we’re still interested in hearing what other offerings might be of use and 

service to you; what other studies might be a good time for you to join a community of the faithful that extends 

from waaaaay back in time to this present day.  

 Scripture was clearly formed in community. It also clearly helps form us as a community. Come. Be part of 

the conversation. 
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The Peace and Global Witness 

offering will be taken on 

Sunday, October 2.  This is one 

of the denomination's four 

special offerings, and is directed 

towards activities that encourage peacemaking and 

reconciliation, and supports social justice.    

 First Presbyterian Church is able to direct 25% of the 

funds collected to a local organization working toward 

these goals.  We have chosen CASA – Court 

Appointed Special Advocates – as the recipient of 

the local share of the offering. CASA volunteers 

serve as court advocates for abused or neglected 

children who are frequently in foster homes.  The 

volunteers advocate for a safe home, and assist with 

resources for educational and mental health 

resources.  Lee Liebetreu is one of those volunteers. 

She says the funds might be used to get necessities 

for the children, such as diapers.  Or the volunteers 

might get be able to buy Christmas presents for the 

children. Volunteers normally pay for their own travel, 

but these funds may help by getting them gas cards 

when they have to travel a distance to visit their 

assigned children. 

 

Thank you for your 

donations of school 

supplies to Crim Elementary. 

Stacey Higgins, who teaches 

second grade at Crim, loaded 

her daughters Chloe and 

Calla down with many bags of donations after Labor 

Day and made sure they got into good hands at Crim.  

We will also direct $400 of monetary donations to 

Crim for the purchase of headphones and other 

needed supplies. 

Mark your calendars for 

an electronics recycling 

event on Saturday, 

October 8, from 10 am – 

1 pm.  We are working 

with AIM e-cycling to have 

them deliver and later pick up collection boxes for 

your electronic items.   

 What can you e-cycle? Almost anything 

except the old style TV’s (the big tube TVs) and CRT 

tubes.  Here’s some things you can e-cycle: 

computers, laptops, monitors, flat screen TVs, 

printers, cables, speakers, cell phones, electronic 

games, VCR and DVD players.  There’s more 

information on the AIM website at aimecycling.com  

  According to AIM’s website, they “process 

hundreds of tons of e-waste every month. Some 

devices, such as desktop & laptop computers, flat-

screen monitors, cell phones, and games, can be 

refurbished and re-used. The remaining e-waste is 

separated for further processing in specialized 

facilities that can extract various components and 

precious metals. The rest is shredded into new 

materials and devices.”  

 

The Green Team invites you 

to join us on Wednesday, 

November 16 to discuss the 

next phase of developing the 

green space on the west side 

of the church.  Should we add more trees?  Benches 

for more seating? Theme garden? Native plantings? 

Options for creating shady areas, such as shade 

sails?  We’d love your input! 

Tip of the Month - Make sure your furnace is 

ready for the upcoming cooler weather. Have 

your furnace serviced and 

change the filter. Make sure the 

registers are clear of 

obstructions to allow the heat to 

circulate. Use storm doors and windows to help 

keep the warm air in. Checking these items will 

help your furnace perform more efficiently. 

If you shop online at Amazon.com please remember to use the Amazon Smile when ordering 
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Pastor                                                          
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schoolley 
fpcbgjeff@gmail.com                
330/931-9165 

Family & Youth Ministries 
Specialist (FYMS)                                            
Amanda Ark                           
akark@bgsu.edu                    
937/419-9616 

Director of Music Ministry                                               
Heather McEwen Goldman  
goldman.heather@gmail.com 
646/326-4058 

Office Administrator                  
Tammy Schnitker 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
419/352-5176    

Treasurer                                   
Gale Swanka   
gswanka@bgsu.edu           
419/575-1478 

Media Specialist                               
Abbey Staats  
abbey8201@gmail.com              
330/604-2344 

Sextons Fernando Hernandez & 
Monica Garcia 

Nursery Worker                                                             
Araya Musselman 

 

 Office Hours 

Monday-Church Closed             

  Tues. & Thursday                                     
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

Weds. 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  

  Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Phone: 419/352-5176                   
Fax: 419/352-8808                           
E-mail: 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com  

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org  
 

The office is closed daily for 
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
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Come Dine with Church Friends! 

First Friday will be October 7
th

, 6:00 pm. at Bar Louie,  

4105 Levis Commons Blvd. in Perrysburg. 

RSVP to Linda Evans by October 4
th
, 

Call/Text: 419-276-0763 or  

                    email to jmlaevans5@gmail.com 

 

 

The Presbyterian Women Fall Luncheon will be 

returning this October 23 for the first time since fall of 

2019!  We are excited to be together again and look 

forward to a large gathering.  The luncheon will be in 

Fellowship Hall following church at 11:30 am and 

will feature a program in which Brianne Schooley 

will share her life through pictures.  This will be a great opportunity 

for us to become better acquainted with Bri, as well as to reconnect with 

our church friends. If you plan on attending this event, please RSVP to 

Nancy Hess at 419-806-4788 or nhess1581@yahoo.com. 

 

Kindred Spirits - "Sabbath and Creation" is the topic of October's Bible 

study.  Join us in the Green Lounge on Monday, October 17 at 4:30 

p.m. as Julie Smith Maekask leads the discussion. 

 

The Jingle Jumble Christmas Rummage sale will 

be happening this year!! Proceeds from this sale 

benefit our Chorale Scholars.  The sale will be on 

Saturday, Nov. 19th.  Watch the newsletter and the bulletin on for time 

and dates when they will begin to accept Xmas decoration. 

 

Missing Table - A white 2×4-foot collapsible table 

has been missing for about a month. Two of these 

tables had been purchased with private funds for use 

by the church.  Please notify the church office if you 

know where it is located or see that it is returned 

behind the curtain in Fellowship Hall. Thank you! This Photo by Un-

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org
mailto:nhess1581@yahoo.com
https://freepngimg.com/png/43410-folding-table-image-download-hd-png
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 Preparations continue for this year's 

Christmas Breakfast. This year 60/$100.00 gift cards from Aldi and 75 $40.00 gift cards from Wal-

Mart will be purchased. Last year the congregation was again incredibly generous donating well 

over $7,000.00 for the event. Increasing the amount of the Adi cards from $75.00 to $100.00 will 

bring the total cost this year to a bit over $9,500.00. The Christmas Breakfast is one of the most 

successful outreach programs in the church's history and the deacons are confident this 

congregation will again rise to the occasion. The event will be held December 10th at the Senior 

Center on South Grove. 

 The dedicated people who work in the Deacons Shop received 

some very good news as the Session has approved the use of one of the 

two rooms previously used by the Alternative School to store donated 

clothes. Due to the large amount of donations the room used adjacent to 

the shop itself that has stored clothes to be sorted and then displayed has 

been inadequate for years. 

 

 Beatrice Gunther reported that 115 meals, along with essentials, 

were distributed on the second Friday in September during the First 

Christian Church's Food Distribution Program. In conjunction with The 

First Christian Church we have been donating many of those essential 

items such as paper towels, toilet paper, shampoo, toothpaste and 

diapers.  The next meals and hygiene distribution will be on Friday, 

October 14
th

.  Please continue to bring in your donations but especially needed are paper towels, 

toilet paper, shampoo, ladies’ small incontinence products, toothpaste, and baby diapers 

(all sizes). More of those items are needed and can be dropped off outside Tammy's office. 

  

Cathy Horger of the Nominating Committee reported that Donna Nelson

-Beene, Jennifer Codding, and O'Leo Loki have agreed to serve as 

Elders beginning in 2023. Jason Sybert has agreed to become a 

Trustee, and Terri McNamara a Deacon. One more Trustee needs to be 

found as well as one more Deacon, although Drew Hanna said he 

would serve as a Deacon if no one else would step up. The Nominating Committee will meet again 

soon to complete filling the vacancies. 



Page 7 Remember the church in your will. 

Spiritual Formation Fall Retreat 2022 

Reframing Time: Attending to God's First Gift - Featuring 

retreat leader Rev. Mary Beth McCandless (whose challenging 

relationship with time led to her search for understanding it!)  

Mary Beth serves as the pastor of West Bethesda and West 

Eagle Creek Churches of Montpelier, Ohio. 

October 9th, 10th & 11th; Time: Sunday, October 9 @ 6pm (eat before you arrive) to Tuesday, 

October 11 @ 1pm. Meals: Monday breakfast—Tuesday lunch  

 

Basic retreat cost $25, includes all sessions and meals Overnight: $35 per night /per person w/ shared 

bathroom, or $40 per night/per person for private bath. Don’t’ let the cost stop you! Scholarships 

available, email matt@maumeevp.org. 

mailto:matt@maumeevp.org
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Mid-week Bible Lectionary Study by Zoom 

Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. until Monday, October 

17th at 5:30 pm  

 

 The Mid-week Bible Lectionary Study is 

continuing for the time being on Weds. at 5:30 

p.m. until October 17th when it moves to Monday 

nights at 5:30 p.m. The Zoom link is sent out every 

week by Pastor Jeff and if you are interested in 

joining, please let Pastor Jeff know by emailing 

him at fpcbgjeff@gmail.com. 

 October sermons will continue focusing on 

“Ministry of Reconciliation” which we started on 

Sunday, Sept. 25th. Paul declares us 

“ambassadors of Christ” who have “a ministry of 

reconciliation.” If this is who we are and what we 

are commissioned to do, then exploring the 

fullness of reconciliation is important. This is no 

“forgive and forget” series (which is, itself, a myth 

perpetuated by the unforgiven), but a penetrating 

analysis of what it means to be ministers of 

reconciliation. And for the sake of transparency, 

this series was written against the backdrop of the 

racial unrest following the murder of George Floyd 

in May 202 through the racist Buffalo attack in 

May 2022. But it should be clear that the process 

of reconciliation is applicable to issues both macro 

and micro in scale, good for conflicts between 

races and good for conflicts between spouses. 

 

 

Sunday, Oct. 2nd “Forgiving Wrongdoers” 
based on NT Reading: John 12:20-26 ~ 
Forgiveness means death. It means letting the 
grudge, the pain, the validity of one’s claim over 
another’s life falling into the earth to die. This 
death will result in new life. This forgiveness 
needs to be exerted by both the offended party 
and by the offending party, who must forgive 
themselves for this offense. 

 

Sunday, Oct. 9th               “Making Amends” 
based on NT reading: Luke 19:1-10 ~ Simply 
saying “I’m sorry” is not enough. Some injuries 
(maybe even most) have cost the victim 
something. Reconciliation means reparations. 
Without making amends, the ministry of 
reconciliation will grind to a halt. 

 

Sunday, Oct. 16th                “Clearing the Path” 
based on NT reading: Matthew 18:6-9  ~ Even 
after forgiveness has been offered (and received) 
and even after amends have been made (and 
accepted), the broken trust from the wrongdoing 
creates a culture of distrust.  Forgiveness, we find, 
is not about going back to the old relationship, but 
a process of forming a new relationship, which 
must be founded upon trust. 

~this ends this sermon series~ 
 

Sunday, Oct. 23rd                                                     
Amanda Ark will be preaching. 

 

Sunday, Oct. 30th               Reformation Sunday 

 “Reforming History: Nostalgia, Interpretation 
and Tradition”  based on 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
and Luke 13:1-9  ~ Reflecting on history - both 
ancient and more recent - is just such an 
inherently human thing to do. We can’t help 
ourselves. We are constantly trying to make 
meaning out of what has happened, even what 
has happened in the distant past. Of course, how 
we go about this reflection can take many forms. 
Much of living faithfully, both Paul and Jesus teach 
us this week, is about getting the right approach to 
history for our inevitable reflections on it. 

,  

 

Remember the church in your will. 
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October 2022 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

LCT=La Conexion 

Tutoring Program. 

LCEL=La Conexion 

English tutoring 

YG=Youth Group     1  6-12 WC 

Fairgrounds/

Hispanic Heritage 

Celeb. 

2 10-Worship & 

Communion  

11:30 Youth Grp. 

7-8:30 Meditation Grp 

in FH 

3 Office Closed     

                             

5:30 FYMS Focus 

Group 

4   

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT 

8 A.A. 

5 9-Sort Clothes 

 

5:30 Lect. Study 

7 Gr. Team Mtg. 

6  9:30 Deacon 

Shop             10 

Staff Mtg.                          

2:30 Peersnl Mtg.                       

5:30 LCT                              

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Meditation Group 

7 

 

 

6 First Friday at 

Bar Louie’s  

8 

10-1 E-Cycling 

Event by Green 

Team  

9    10-Worship   

 

7 Youth Group 

7-8:30 Meditation Grp 

in FH 

10 Office Closed 

 

 

 

4:30 Kindred Spirits 

Circle –Green Lnge. 

11 

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT   

5:30 Session                

7 FYMS Group 

8 A.A. 

12 9-Sort Clothes 

 

5:30 Lect. Study 

7 Mission Mtg. 

7 Trustees Mtg. 

13 9:30 Deacon 

Shop   

10 Staff Mtg.                              

5:30 LCT                               

5 Worship Mtg.                     

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                         

8 Meditation Group 

14 

 

 

 

5-7 Wedding 

Rehearsal  

15 

 

2-7 Wedding in 

Sanctuary 

 

16   10-Worship   

 

 

 

7-8:30 Meditation Grp 

17 Office Closed                     

 

 

Jeff on vacation 

18   Nov. 

Newsletter Ddline 

1 Book Group 

5:30 LCT 

 

8 A.A. 

19 9-Sort Clothes 

5:30 We Meet  
starts back up 

20  9:30 Deacon 

Shop                              

10 Staff Mtg.                          

5:30 LCT                    

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                    

8 Meditation Group 

21 22 

23    10-Worship   

11:30 Presby. Women 

Fall Luncheon 

 

7-8:30 Meditation Grp 

in FH 

24 Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

25   1 Book Group                   

5:30 LCT                           

5:30 Outreach       

7 Membership Mtg.         

7 Christian 

Nurturing Mtg.       

8 A.A. 

26 9-Sort Clothes 

5:30  We Meet  

27  9:30 Deacon 

Shop                                 

10 Staff Mtg.                         

5:30 LCT                           

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                    

8 Meditation Group 

28 29 

30    10-Worship   

7-8:30 Meditation Grp 

in FH                                           

7:30 Youth 

Group/Halloween Party 

31  Office Closed      

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

If you would like to volunteer to answer the phones from 9-12 on the days Tammy is off or on vacation please let her know in the church of-
fice. 



First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
126 South Church Street              
Bowling Green OH 43402  
phone:419/352-5176 
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 01 Dorsey Sergent       

Oct. 04  Eniko Szentkiralyi, Wally Fraker,  

  Maggie Layne    

Oct. 09  Nettie Rose, CJ Layne              

Oct. 12  Chloe Higgins               

Oct. 16  Jim Novotny                

Oct. 18  Sue Clark                           

Oct. 20  Kensington Clark                       

Oct. 24  Chuck Codding, Jr.                                          

Oct. 25   Emmy Hann, Janet Sorrells   

Oct. 27   Kay Sergent     

Oct. 30  Anne Moser, Tammy Schnitker  

Oct. 31   Dar Bevelhymer 

(if your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be 
please let the office know mm/dt/yr) 

Officers for 2022 thru 2024 

Moderator, Jeff Schooley 

Session 

Class 2022  Christina Guenther, Donna Nelson- 
  Been, Terri McNamara          
Class 2023 Dar Bevelhymer,  Rosemary Apple,  
  Chris Williams                                  
Class 2024 Joan Callecod, Carolyn Layne,                       
  Gale Swanka 

Deacons 

Class 2022 Sandi Carsey, Dave Horger,                           
  Jan McLaughlin, Cathy Horger                                       
Class 2023  Beatrice Guenther,  Nancy Hess,  
  Ellyn Stout                                          
Class 2024 Scotty Huntington, Doretta Schnmidt 

 

Trustees 

Class 2022  Drew Hanna, Terri McNamara                      
Class 2023 Bob Callecod, Linda Smith                          
Class 2024 Sue Clark, Mike Evans 

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org

