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It’s that time of the year again. Church newsletters across the country
are filling up with articles about stewardship. As you peruse these pages, you’ll
realize we’re no different. If you (hopefully!) attend We Meet on Wednesday,
November 9, you’ll hear more about stewardship then. If you’re (hopefully!) in
worship on Sunday, November 13, you’ll hear more about stewardship then
too. How you frame all these discussions in your own heart and mind will
largely dictate how you receive these messages.
I once read a reliable study from some research group about the “Top
10 Reasons People Avoid Church.” The number one reason was hypocrisy in
the church, which makes sense. Being around hypocrites is emotionally and
relationally taxing. The second reason? “Too much talk about money.” The
third reason was “Too judgmental.” From this study we can deduce that people would rather come to church and
be judged than asked to give! Yikes!
Clearly, then, I’m treading into treacherous waters here – as is the rest of the Finance Committee and
Session as they lead us through another year of stewardship messages and pledge cards.
Yet here’s my little secret: I love when the church talks about finances because every single day, I get to
see how your generosity is put to work in the life, mission, and ministry of this church. I get to sit in my warm, safe,
well-resourced office, using the church internet to send emails and the church phone to make calls. I can focus well
on my work because I’m not worried about my family’s personal finances. I am then blessed to walk out of my
office door and have two extraordinarily gifted coworkers nearby to bounce ideas off of, to plan with, to dream big
holy dreams alongside. As I stand in the office your generosity has provided, I can hear Heather’s rehearsal trickle
faintly up the stairs, providing a sanctifying soundtrack to the good work we’re all doing. I can then take 10 more
steps and stand in the office lobby talking with the WLI clients about what crafts they made that day or what their
score was in bowling. Their joy is contagious! Inevitably, I’ll stand there long enough to bump into one of you on the
way to a book study or the Deacon Shop. Maybe someone from La Conexion or BGOPride swings through, each
providing some little taste of God’s love for the people they serve. If I choose, I can walk up a flight of steps and
stand in a sanctuary painted in stained-glass glory, marveling as the light of God passes through windows that tell
the story of God’s love and grace for the world. These, too, are gifts of your generosity. I’ve taken maybe all of 50
steps total and I’m already overwhelmed with the power of generosity. I hope, then, you can see why this topic is
so delightful for me. Truly, I lament for those who find this topic only slightly worse than hypocrisy. They’re clearly
missing all the beauty and glory in their midst.
Additionally, I know from talking with many of you that your acts of generosity have been their own blessing
in your life. Maybe you don’t get the same joys I get, but you are blessed in your own way, receive your own joy,
express your own gratitude for this church – both the building and the people – through your giving. As a pastor, of
course, this all makes sense to me; God made us for giving, not hoarding, and when we live into the ways we’ve
been created, we find harmony and joy with God.
All of this, by the way, is why the church talks about “stewardship” and not just “giving.” “Giving” can be
largely transactional, but stewardship is about sharing; it’s about relationships. “Stewardship” names the practice of
collaboration in community in which the sum of our gifts is greater than its parts. “Stewardship” is the alchemy by
which our gifts mingle with God’s grace and becomes so much more.
Are there important details about the church’s financial health – our institutional stability – that need to be
noted? Of course. Those details reside at the intersection of your due diligence and the church’s transparency.

Do conversations about money often elicit a little anxiety in us? Yes, sadly, it does.
But like I said above, stewardship is all about how you frame the topic in your mind.
If it exists only on a spectrum that runs between “logistics” and “anxiety,” that’s as good as
standing in the refracted beauty of our stained-glass sanctuary with your eyes closed! But if
you can catch a glimpse of all that your generosity does – the great blessing it is in the lives
of so, so, so many people – then you’ll know these other aspects are secondary, even
tertiary.
Contrary to the article about why people avoid church, I hope this year – and all your years to come
– that you’ll find that “Stewardship” but names another way of speaking about God’s goodness in our life as a
community. Amen.

Jeff

WHERE DOES THE CHURCH FALL IN YOUR SPENDING
PRIORITIES??
By now you have received your annual Stewardship Campaign letter
and are considering how much you can/should be pledging to donate to the
church in this coming year. You have the facts and figures so you know what it
costs to sustain our church and its ministry.
You may be surprised to learn that of the 145 giving units in our church (which could be a family or an
individual) only 68 (47%) pledged this past year to financially support the church and 77 (53%) pledged nothing at
all. Although a few members donate even though they prefer not to pledge, it is the pledge offerings that account
for nearly 2/3 of our financial support. Our church is richly blessed by a small group of saints, some of very modest
means, who give substantially because they believe fervently in the ministry of our church and want to see it
continue and thrive in the years to come. They have made their church donations a spending priority in their
financial lives. Can the rest of us say the same? We are all part of a beloved community, caring for each other and
those to whom we extend our varied pathways of ministry. It would seem that we should all more equally share in
the financial support of our church’s ministry and mission rather than relying on the donations of a minority of
members.
Prayerfully consider where your church falls in your spending priorities. Is your church donation a high
priority or something given from what’s left in your disposable income? Can you give as much as you spend for

your monthly $16 HBO subscription? (59% of us give less); Or as much as that $29 large Jets thin crust pizza you
ordered via Grub Hub? (66% of us give less each month); Or as much as you spend weekly ($23) for that
Starbuck’s Caffe Mocha you grab on the way to work every day? (81% of us give less every week.) Consider all
the blessings you and our church have received and in your heart of hearts, listen carefully to what the Spirit is
telling you should be your contribution as part of the Body of Christ. Then let us celebrate together on
Consecration Sunday, November 13th, all the good gifts of time, talent, and treasures that flow from the people
of God.
~Dar Bevelhymer, Chair Finance Committee
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If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards

The Jingle Jumble Christmas sale will be back again

Staff at First Presbyterian

this year 9 am - 3 pm on Saturday, November 19th

Pastor
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schoolley
fpcbgjeff@gmail.com
330/931-9165

(BG Christmas Parade day). We plan on filling
Fellowship Hall with plenty of gently used Christmas

Family & Youth Ministries
Specialist (FYMS)
Amanda Ark
akark@bgsu.edu
937/419-9616
Director of Music Ministry
Heather McEwen Goldman
goldman.heather@gmail.com
646/326-4058
Office Administrator
Tammy Schnitker
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
419/352-5176

decorations and decor for sale so come and shop! Tell your friends and
neighbors! If you have items you would like to donate to the sale, we will
accept donations of decorations/decor starting on Tuesday, November 8
through Thursday November 17. Items should be left in the designated drop
off area in Fellowship Hall. Please do not leave your donated decorations in
the lobby. Funds raised through this event help fund our church's Choral
Scholars (BGSU students who sing in our choir). If you would like to volunteer
during the set up or the Saturday event, please contact Susan Dunn
(sudnn@gmail.com) or Nancy Hess (nhess1581@yahoo.com).

Class of 2025 Nomination
Update

Treasurer
Gale Swanka
gswanka@bgsu.edu
419/575-1478
Media Specialist
Abbey Staats
abbey8201@gmail.com
330/604-2344
Sextons Fernando Hernandez &
Monica Garcia
Nursery Worker
Araya Musselman

Office Hours
Monday-Church Closed
Tues. & Thursday
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Weds. 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Phone: 419/352-5176
Fax: 419/352-8808
E-mail:
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org

The office is closed daily for
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Nominating Committee is excited that the following people have accepted
positions on the governing boards for the class of 2025.







Donna Nelson-Beene, Elder
Jen Codding, Elder
O’Leo Loki, Elder
Prudence Adibah, Deacon
Terri McNamara, Deacon
Jason Sybert, Trustee

The new officers will receive training this fall.
After the first of the year, Session will examine
the new officers and present them to the
congregation for approval. After which, the new
officers will be ordained and installed into
office.

“Fruit salad? Count me in!”

Still Looking for One More Fruit
We are looking for One More Trustee to complete the class of 2025 officers
for the governing boards. The Board of Trustees needs members from all areas
of expertise. Are you good at:
• Reviewing building and safety policies
• Securing building and equipment repair estimates
• Seasonal gardening and cleaning
Handyman work and interior painting?
If you feel you have a talent to share, there is still time to join. You’ll be in
good company.
Contact Terri McNamara, Nominating Committee Chair, 419-352-1621•
tmcnamara62@icloud.com
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The Deacons continue to plan for this year's Christmas Breakfast. As of the week of October 16th,
26 had signed up for the event. Once the congregation donates the needed funds, fifty $100
Aldi Gift Cards and forty more $40 Walmart Gift Cards will be purchased. (checks may be
made out to First Presbyterian please write “Deacons’ Xmas” on the memo line. Or donate thru
Venmo or PayPal). Forty have already been secured. It's anticipated approximately 50 families/
individuals, and upwards of 70 children, will receive those gift cards to purchase food, clothes and
toys and then be served breakfast at The Senior Center on December 10th. The Deacons thank
the congregation in advance for their generous contributions to help make the holiday season a
better one for those hit hard by difficult times.
The Deacon Shop may have set a record for participation on
October 6th. 32 "shoppers" showed up! The Deacons are
anxiously awaiting the opportunity to move many of the clothes
items now being stored in the room adjacent to the shop into a
room down the hall to create more space.
Every day is a day to be thankful! Presbyterian Women have
granted close to $27 million to more than 1600 projects (one to FPC
in Bowling Green) in the US and around the world since its inception.
Eight national grants and two international projects were chosen
to be funded by the committee from 24 applications. Two of them
are in Synod of the Covenant. The one submitted by Maumee will go
to Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity Home Repair Ministry
Stabilizing Homeownership in Marginalized Communities in Toledo in the amount of $30,000. The goal is to
lift up marginalized neighborhoods so that residents want to live there, families find stability and seniors are
able to age in their homes.

The second is in Dayton and is called Tornado Survivors' Pathway to Homeownership in the amount of
$13,000. This will make it possible to buy supplies for repairing some of the 1500 homes damaged in a
tornado in 2019.
The international projects funded are in Haiti ($47,887) and Lebanon ($49,995). Funding for all ten
projects is just over $239,000
To contribute, please make out your check to Presbyterian Women with Thank Offering in the memo
and put it in the offering or leave it in Joan Callecod's (treasurer of PW) mailbox. Thank Offering envelopes
will be available in the narthex or at the PW table downstairs. Thank you for your generosity and help for
those in need..
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Kindred Spirits - "Sabbath and

Tip of the Month - As you

Sunday" is the topic for

clean up your garden for the

November's Kindred Spirits

season, look for seeds on the

meeting. Join us on

plants that did well. Save them

the November 21st at 4:30 pm

get a head start on planning for next spring’s

in the Green Lounge as Linda

plantings. Or you can bring those seeds to the

Smith leads us in the discussion.

seed exchange in the spring. We’ll be planning
for a seed exchange before long.

First Friday - The First
Friday dinner group will be

dining at 6:00 pm at Sunset
Bistro (1220 W.Wooster) in
Bowling Green on
November 4. Everyone is
welcome and no previous attendance is required!
Please RSVP to Susan Dunn by Friday, 11/4
before 12-noon (419-308-3491 or
sudunn@gmail.com)

Wednesday, November
16 starting at 5:30 pm
will be the Green
Team’s turn to make
We Meet dinner and
then share information about the committee’s
activities. We’d love to have you to join us to
discuss the next phase of developing the green
space on the west side of the church. Should we
add more trees? Benches for more seating?
Theme garden? Native plantings? Options for
creating shady areas, such as shade sails?
We’re looking forward to your input!
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Meet the Choral Scholars
Karli Christ is a second year Choral Music Education major from Tallmadge,
Ohio. She is heavily involved in the performing arts, performing in her 26 th
staged production this past summer after years of experience in Show Choir
and classical A Cappella. She is currently a member of Tonal Eclipse, a
student run Pop A Cappella group, and a proud member of BGSU’s Collegiate
Chorale and Volare Ensemble. In her free time, Karli spends her summer
working as a children’s party character entertainer and as a daycare/
preschool teacher. Karli is also an avid reader and cross-stitcher!

Alyssa Desotell is a third-year general music education major with a minor in
human development and family studies. Outside of church choir, Alyssa is
currently involved in the American Choral Directors association, Sigma Alpha
Iota, Ohio Collegiate Music Educators Association, Volare, and Tonal Eclipse,
while also being enrolled in the honors college. In her free time she likes to make
crafts and DIY projects, as well as choreograph dances for middle school show
choirs. She is beyond excited to be a choral scholar this year!

Stephen is a first-year graduate student at BGSU pursuing the M.M. in
Composition. Originally from Milwaukee, WI, he received his undergraduate
degrees in music and physics at Lawrence University in Appleton, WI. His
compositional interests focus on vocal music, but also span the range of
instrumental and electronic techniques. Outside of music, he enjoys playing tennis,
cooking, and winemaking.

"Zach Ortega is a second-year music composition student, at BGSU. They

have been heavily involved in music since elementary school and are happy to
continue pursuing it. Originally from Bedford, Ohio, they came here to pursue
their dream of composing full time. However, Zach is also very fond of theater
and creative writing which very much influence their music. At the moment,
they are very involved in BG's Collegiate Chorale and Men's chorus, as well as
Tonal Eclipse, a pop a cappella group. And they are happy to be working here
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and reflect upon those we’ve lost in the last year,
we seek comfort in knowing that they are now the
fullness of God who fills all in all. But this day is
set aside not only to seek and find comfort in our
Mid-week Bible Lectionary Study by Zoom
Monday’s at 5:30 p.m.
The Mid-week Bible Lectionary Study is
now meeting on Monday at 5:30 p.m. The Zoom
link is sent out every week by Pastor Jeff and if

grief, but to also seek and find our identity in our
God.
Sunday, 11/13 - Stewardship Sunday
Sunday, 11/20 - Christ the King
“Safe and Secure”

you are interested in joining, please let Pastor Jeff
know by emailing him at fpcbgjeff@gmail.com.
November is an interesting month since for
the first three Sundays our sermons are not part of

Scripture #1: Psalm 46 and

Scripture #2: Jeremiah 23:1-6
There’s A LOT of ways to correctly

Sermon Series but have to do with what we are

understand the Kingship of Jesus Christ. The

observing on each particular Sunday.

political interpretation is probably the most salient

Starting on November 27th which is the
first Sunday of Advent we will however, begin a
new series entitled, “What Are You Waiting
For?” Advent was not created to help Christians

learn how to await the birth of Christ for the simple
fact that the birth of Christ has already occurred.
Instead, Advent was created as a way to train us

(especially when we learn that this liturgical day
was created during the rise of fascism in the 20th
century). Yet what stands out the most in the
lectionary readings is not just a God who produces
political peace, but one who more substantively,
interpersonally provides us safety and security
Sunday, 11/27 - New Sermon Series-Advent #1
Learning Peace

on how to await the return of the Christ. Implicit in
this is the assumption that learning to wait is a skill

Scripture #1: Isaiah 2:1-5 and

that can be cultivated rather than just what

Scripture #2 Matthew 24:36-44

naturally occurs. So, this year, we will let Advent

The existence of something like “military

train our souls on how to wait as we also ask and

science” is a good reminder that war is not the

answer the important question: “What are you

result of passions run amok, but rather a cultivated

waiting for?”

skill set. In the same way, then, peace will not

Sunday, 11/6 - All Saints Day (observed)

merely be the result of positive passion

“The Fullness of Him”
Scripture #1: Ephesians 1:11-23 and
Scripture #2: Luke 6:20-31

unleashed, but will be - itself - a skill set to be
pursued and cultivated. This week we are waiting
for peace as we prepare to enact it.

As we take our annual pause to remember
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November 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

LCT=La Conexion
Tutoring Program.

YG=Youth Group

Med.
Grp.=Meditation

6

10-Worship &
Communion

11:15 Mission Mtg.

GS=Girl Scouts

7

Office Closed

Wed

Thu

1
1 Book Group
5:30 LCT
5:30 Installation
Service for Pastor
Jeff

2 9-Sort Clothes

3

8
1 Book Group

5:30 Lect. Study

10-Worship/ &
Stewardship
Sunday

4-5 Girl Scouts

14

Office Closed

5:30 Lect. Study

7-8:30 Med. Grp in FH

5

6 First Friday at
Sunset Bistro

9

10

11

9-Sort
Clothes

10 Bulletin Ddln

5:30 LCT

7 Trustees Mtg.

15 Dec. Newlttr
Deadline Day

16

1 Book Group
5:30 LCT

10 Bulletin Ddln

5:30 Session Mtg

7 Green Team
Discussion in
the GL

8 A.A.

4

7 Gr. Team Mtg.

5:30 We Meet

7-8:30 Med. Grp in FH

Sat

10 Staff Mtg
5:30 LCT
6 Bells
7 Choir

5:30 We Meet

11 Staff Mtg.

4-5 Girl Scouts

13

10 Bulletin Ddln

9:30 Deacon
Shop

Fri

9-Sort
Clothes

5:30 We Meet

9:30 Deacon
Shop

5 Worship Mtg
5:30 LCT
6 Bells
7 Choir
8 Med. Grp in FH

12

ReKindle Youth
Retreat

17 9:30 Deacon
Shop
5:30 LCT
6 Bells
7 Choir
8 Med. Grp in FH

18

24

25 Office Closed

19
9-3 Jingle
Jumble
Rummage Sale

Set-up for Jingle
7:30 Outlook Mtg
20 10-Worship

21

Office Closed

4-5 Girl Scouts
7-8:30 Med. Grp in FH

4:30 Kindred
Spirits Circle –
Green Lounge
5:30 Lect. Study

27 10-Worship & 1st
Sunday of Advent

28

Office Closed

22
10 Bulletin Ddln
1 Book Group
5:30 LCT
7 Christian
Nurture
7 Membership
8 A.A.

29

1 Book Group

4-5 Girl Scouts
7-8:30 Med. Grp in FH

23

9-Sort
Clothes

Office Closed

26

NO WE MEET

30

9-Sort
Clothes

10 Bulletin Ddln
5:30 Lect. Study

5:30 LCT
8 A.A.

5:30 We Meet

Tammy on vac.
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If you would like to volunteer to answer the phones from 9-12 on the days Tammy is off or on vacation please let her know in the church office.

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
126 South Church Street
Bowling Green OH 43402
phone:419/352-5176
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org
We are on Facebook.

Officers for 2022 thru 2024
Moderator, Jeff Schooley
Session
Nov. 01
Nov. 03
Nov. 05
Nov. 07
Nov. 10
Nov. 11
Nov. 12
Nov. 13
Nov. 15
Nov. 19
Nov. 21
Nov. 24
Nov. 27
Nov. 29
Nov. 30

Kyle Hammersmith
Carolyn Layne
Scotty Huntington
Rhonda Melchi
Jim Dachik
Gail Nader
Ken Bielen
Linda Reynolds, Calla Higgins
Carol Lashuay, Terri McNamara
Marcy St. John
Charles M. Organ
Debbie Zappitelli
Terry Housholder, Dani Cookson
Anne Graves, Drew Hanna
Dave Hyslop

(if your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be
please let the office know mm/dt/yr)

Class 2022
Class 2023
Class 2024

Christina Guenther, Donna NelsonBeen, Terri McNamara
Dar Bevelhymer, Rosemary Apple,
Chris Williams
Joan Callecod, Carolyn Layne,
Gale Swanka

Deacons
Class 2022
Class 2023
Class 2024

Sandi Carsey, Dave Horger,
Jan McLaughlin, Cathy Horger
Beatrice Guenther, Nancy Hess,
Ellyn Stout
Scotty Huntington, Doretta Schnmidt

Trustees
Class 2022
Class 2023
Class 2024

Drew Hanna, Terri McNamara
Bob Callecod, Linda Smith
Sue Clark, Mike Evans

