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 It’s that time of year again… church business time. 

 I’m talking officer elections. I’m talking pastor’s terms of call. I’m talking 

ordination/installation, annual meeting, church budget, and all the rest.  

 One of the challenges to this season is that for about 11 months out of 

the year, we don’t really need to think of the “business” end of being a church. We get to be a 

community of faith, a flock, a home, a sanctuary, a fellowship, a communion of saints. But during this 

business season, we’re forced to be aware of how the sausage is made, so to speak. It’s a season 

where authority is granted and funds are redistributed. Power and money – and anywhere there is 

power and money, tensions and the potential for conflict abound.  

 I suspect that last point is only true because our sense of power and money is doled out to us by 

dint of our living in a representative democracy in which power and money seem to energize any and all 

public service. (To be clear, government is not required to be this way – service and charity could be the 

engine that drives the political machine, but that’s just not our general experience of it all). Because of 

our social location, the machinations of church business always have a little, quiet, potentially insidious 

subtext to it.  

 Now, to be sure, this subtext does not so much create tensions as it exacerbates prior tensions. 

As such, if those 11 months when we’re not consciously thinking of church business are happy, healthy, 

and holy, this subtext isn’t given much fodder with which to work. And this is precisely where we’re at as 

a community, in my humble opinion. We are a healthy community more than capable of being able to 

respond to a unique season like this one. As such, everything written here is provided as a caution, not 

a reprimand. (Also, really, I’d never reprimand the church in a newsletter article. That would be silly).  

 One point I do want to highlight – and don’t be surprised if you hear me say something similar 

during the Congregational Meeting on February 5 – is the church budget, specifically the difference 

between “value” and “cost.” This applies most especially to our two largest expenditures: the building 

and the staff. I would estimate that for 50 weeks out of the year, we experience, appreciate, and express 

gratitude for the value of both the building and the staff. But for about two weeks out of the year, we look 

more closely at the cost of these things.  

 There’s a needle-scratch component to this experience of switching perspectives from value to 

cost. It can be jarring. It definitely requires us to use a different part of our brains and our hearts. Maybe 

worse yet, except for those few folks who work with the budget all year round, most of us will be using 

parts of our hearts and minds that have probably atrophied over the 50 weeks since we last looked at 

the budget.  

  

 



Page 2 If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

 

If all this seems reasonable enough, then I want to recommend a few specific 

things to try to keep in mind during, especially, this fiscal business season: 

1. In humility and recognition that the church budget is, likely, a fact you 

focus on only two weeks out of the year, carefully watch those who work 

with it year-round. The Finance Committee, the Session, our financial 

staff (Joyce and Gale). It is not that you have to have the same opinion as 

them, but humility would expect you to trust their on-going interest over 

most of our periodic interest. I can promise you, these folks love the church and aren’t going to 

intentionally do anything that hurts it. 

2. Keep the stories, images, feelings of the value of the church – especially the staff and building – in 

your heart and mind as you review the budget. “Costs” are only “costs” in relationship to value (and 

our values!). $2,000, for example, for piano tuning in a calendar year might strike you as too much. 

But keep in mind the value of the music ministry at the church. And, yeah, the piano might only get 

three minutes of use on a Sunday, but there are many, many, many more minutes of practice on it 

that makes those three minutes possible.  

3. You can summarize the above point this way: Anything of value has a deeper story than its “cost” 

can ever tell. Think of your home where you raised (or are raising) your children. You’d never 

accept a mere financial accounting of its expenses as the definitive story on that home.  

4. While you do well to focus primarily on value, it is equally important to not be pollyannaish about 

costs. To be sure, a review of the budget with folks who don’t even want to think about costs 

because they’re so wrapped up in value will make for a quick meeting, but we risk losing any and 

all accountability. Costs are important. Costs are real. Costs cannot just be ignored. God cares 

about costs too.  

5. If you’ve followed all of the above, you’re very likely to feel tension within yourself between “cost” 

and “value.” That’s okay! That tension is not a sign of a problem. Embrace the tension. Trust that 

God is more present in the tension than in either the “value” or “cost” alone.  

 

It is that last point that makes approaching the church budget different from any other 

institution’s budget. That’s because even this “business season” is run through with God’s power and 

presence in it, though it can be – admittedly – much harder to espy than in other seasons. But God is 

there. God lives in the tension between “value” and “cost.” Faithfulness to God is the conversation 

between “value” and “cost.” And since God is running through all of this, we know that we should strive 

for our best, but will be assured grace even where we miss the mark. Simply put: Our confidence in 

doing this “business” well is not found in our own acumen, but rather in God’s presence in the midst of 

it.  

Finally, we all know we’re living in a season of high inflation. That is going to have an impact on 

our costs. But I also think we’re living in a season of high inflation in value. More people and more 

community organizations are discovering the value of our church, of our community together. Thanks 

be to God for (some) inflation! 
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Kindred Spirits - On Monday, 

February 20, Kindred Spirits 

continues their study of what 

celebrating the Sabbath 

means.  Joins us in the Green 

Lounge at 4:30 pm as Linda 

Smith leads the discussion of 

Sabbath and hospitality.  Questions?  Contact Julie 

Smith Maekask (419-247-1794, landline). 

 

Help Needed! - The February 11, 2023 Choral 

Scholars dinner is in the planning stages and is 

coming together nicely.  We are 

working to create a fun atmosphere for 

the dinner and are looking to borrow a 

few items to help set the scene.  We are looking for 

several strings of electric patio lights (larger round 

bulbs, not christmas lights).  We also would love to 

borrow some small cafe tables with two chairs, 

(sometimes called ice cream tables or bistro 

tables). At least one small (30")  table with a hole 

for an umbrella would be great as well! We have an 

umbrella, but we don't have a small table!  Please 

contact Susan Dunn (419-308-3491 

or sudunn@gmail.com) if you think you have an 

item to loan for the event.  Thanks very much! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              

 

Kroger Community Rewards. 
 
The Kroger Co. Family of 

Stores is committed to 

bringing hope and help to the 

local neighborhoods we call 

home. We appreciate your 

participation in our Community Rewards program to 

help accomplish that mission.  

Our NPO (non profit organization) 

account number is  (AD555) 

 Please reference the new number when 

contacting us for assistance. New members can 

enroll by searching for either the new number or the 

name of your organization. 

• Go to www.kroger .com, sign in, and click on the 

“community” tab. 

• Scroll down to Kroger Community Rewards. 

• Click on View Your Rewards Details. 

• Then scroll down to Community Rewards. It will 

show if you are enrolled to benefit First Presbyterian 

Church. Remember you have to reenroll every year 

so now is the time! 

• If you are not enrolled, click edit and select 

First Presbyterian Church of Bowling 

Green (Organization Number: AD555) 

You may need to create an account, if you have not 

done so already. That's pretty simple - just follow the 

directions on kroger.com. 

 
  

 

tel:419-247-1794
mailto:sudunn@gmail.com
http://www.kroger.com/
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Pastor                                                          
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley 
fpcbgjeff@gmail.com                
330/931-9165 

Family & Youth Ministries 
Specialist (FYMS)                                            
Amanda Ark                           
akark@bgsu.edu                    
937/419-9616 

Director of Music Ministry                                               
Heather McEwen Goldman  
goldman.heather@gmail.com 
646/326-4058 

Office Administrator                  
Tammy Schnitker 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
419/352-5176    

Treasurer                                   
Gale Swanka   
gswanka@bgsu.edu           
419/575-1478 

Media Specialist                               
Abbey Staats  
abbey8201@gmail.com              
330/604-2344 

Sextons Fernando Hernandez & 
Monica Garcia 

Nursery Worker                                                             
Araya Musselman 

 

 Office Hours 

Monday-Church Closed             

  Tues. & Thursday                                     
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

Weds. 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  

  Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Phone: 419/352-5176                   
Fax: 419/352-8808                           
E-mail: 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com  

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org  
 

The office is closed daily for 
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

First Friday in February will be February 3rd, 

at 6:00 pm at Buffalo Wild Wings on East 

Wooster in BG. We will have a room to 

ourselves. Please rsvp by February 1st to Nettie 

Rose, 419-262-7889 or nettierose@aol.com.  

 

2023 Choral Scholars Dinner 

 We are excited that the Choral 

Scholars Dinner will return this year on 

Saturday, February 11th.  The evening starts 

at 6:00 pm with time to visit with friends 

and enjoy some beverages and Antipasti.  We 

hope you will feel transported to Italy!  As in 

past years, Mike and Linda Evans are preparing a wonderful meal for 

you to savor while listening to the sounds of Italy as presented by our 

Choral Scholar singers.  The dinner is one of two fundraising events 

that support the Choral Scholars program at First Presbyterian Church.   

 No tickets are required, but we do ask that you RSVP by 

February 8 to Nancy Hess (nhess1581@yahoo.com or 419-806-

4788).  Donations to support the Choral Scholars Program will be 

collected during the dinner, or can be dropped at the church office 

(please designate Choral Scholars). Ciao! 

 

 

The students at Crim Elementary School 

could use some help.  Teachers often buy 

snacks for the children out of their own pockets, 

and those supplies are running low at this time 

of the year.  The snacks particularly help 

students stay focused - and many families can't afford to send snacks 

with their students every day.  If you would like to help, they could use 

individual pre-packaged snacks such as: fruit snacks, crackers, granola 

bars, goldfish crackers, mini pringles.  Thank you! 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org
mailto:nettierose@aol.com
mailto:nhess1581@yahoo.com
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Bible Lectionary Study by Zoom  

Monday’s at 5:30 p.m.  

 The Bible Lectionary Study is meets on 

Mondays at 5:30 p.m. The Zoom link is sent out every 

week by Pastor Jeff and if you are interested in joining, 

please let Pastor Jeff know by emailing him at 

fpcbgjeff@gmail.com. 

Sunday, February 5               “Sharing a Vision” 

Scriptures: Psalm 84 & Luke 2:22-40  That Jesus is 

marked as special even in His infancy should not 

surprise anyone. Especially in the ancient world, but 

even still to a degree today, we return to the earliest 

years of a special person’s life to see if glimmers of 

that specialness are present. It’s a probably as much a 

psychological mechanism as it is a literary device. 

However, Jesus doesn’t really appear to be the central 

character in a week dedicated to the “Presentation of 

the Lord.” Instead, we encounter to aged saints who 

are able to share a vision. In this, we find a key 

ingredient for any spiritually healthy community. 

Sunday, February 12-Pastor Jeff on Study Leave   

        

Sunday, February 19  “The Miracle of Witnessing”    

Scriptures: 2 Peter 1:16-21 & Matthew 17:1-9 The 

Transfiguration is a miracle by just about any definition. 

In this moment, God the Son - who had been talking 

around looking like any other guy names Yeshua at 

that time - is revealed in all His glory. The perishable 

took on imperishability; the mortal took on immortality. 

But while this is a miracle of great value, it isn’t like it 

happened to Peter, James, and John. No, instead, they 

were mere witnesses to the miracle. Even still, that is 

significant enough that near the end of his life, Peter is 

still thinking about it and still using it as grounding for 

his assertions about what sort of community the 

Church is to be if the Church is to follow this 

miraculous God. 

**New Sermon Series: A Confounding Grace** The 
grace of God in Jesus Christ is wholly good, but that 
does not mean it won’t confound us and confuse us. 
Indeed, this grace is such a new thing - such a 
rejection and repudiation of our normal status quo - 
that to encounter it and understand it requires that we 
be transformed. Thanks be to God that God also does 
this transformative work in us! Yet even still, the 
gospels are full of examples of people encountering 
this grace at, at least at first, being confounded by it. If 
we shed any spiritual hubris, we too will find that grace 
often confounds us - that we’re not that different from 
these confused characters we encounter. Grace, 
though, will overcome all - especially our confusion.                            

Wednesday, February 22 - Ash Wednesday -                

“A Confounding Fast”                                                            

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 6:1-10                                           

The fast that we are called to take up during the 

season of Lent is one of sacrifice and penance. Yet, 

confoundingly, it is through losing that we grow. What 

we seek during Lent is to experience something akin to 

Paul’s own experience of suffering and joy. This may 

all seem paradoxical, but that’s just a feeling we’ll have 

to adjust to this Lent as wee seek and experience 

God’s confounding grace. 

Sunday, February 26 - Lent 1 - “Knowledge Isn’t 

Grace” Scripture: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 & Romans 

5:12-19  The etiological story of why there is sin and 

death in a world otherwise created “very good” involves 

the proto-humans, Adam and Eve, eating from the 

Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. While 

knowledge is hardly a bad thing, in this instance it 

unleashes chaos. Ironically, too, having such 

knowledge also creates confusion that still lives with 

each of having such knowledge also creates confusion 

that still lives with each of us each day. And yet...there 

is hope. For as this confusion came through the first 

Adam, so it is resolved by the grace of the second 

Adam, Jesus Christ. 

Remember the church in your will. 
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February 2023 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
LCT=La Conexion 

Tutoring Program. 

YG=Youth Group 

GS=Girl Scouts 

Med. 

Grp.=Meditation 

Group    

HYT=Horizon 

Youth Theatre 

(Movie Cave & YR) 

   

   1   9-Sort Clothes       
10 Bulletin Ddln  

                                                       

2  

9:30 Deacon Shop                               

10 Staff                          

5:30 LCT                                                                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

3 

 

 

6 First Fridays 

@Buffalo Wild 

Wings 

4  9:30 –12 HYT 

5                                    

10-Worship & 

Communion    

 

4 Girl Scouts                         

7 Meditation Group 

6    Office Closed  

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study   

7 Green Team 

Pastor Jeff Study 

Leave 

7   1 Book Group              

 

5:30 LCT                     

8 A.A. 

                   

8                                 

9-Sort Clothes       
10 Bulletin Ddln 

 

 

7 Mission                      
7 Trustees 

9   9:30 Deacon 

Shop                             

10 Staff 

5 Worship Mtg                           

5:30 LCT                              

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

10 11  9:30 –12 HYT 

 

 

6 Choral 

Scholars 

Fundraiser 

12   10-Worship   

 

 

4 Girl Scouts                   

7 Meditation Group 

13  Office Closed                

4 

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study 

14   1 Book Group                                     

 

 

5:30 LCT                    

5:30 Session                              

8 A.A. 

                                  

15                                      

9-Sort Clothes              
10 Bulletin Ddln         

       

 

 

                                   

16   9:30 Deacon 

Shop                               

10 Staff                             

5:30 LCT                              

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

17      18  9:30 –12 HYT 

19   10-Worship 

w/Communion 

  

4 Girl Scouts                    

7 Meditation Group 

20    Office Closed  

4:30 Kindred 

Spirits Circle –

Green Lnge   

5:30  Lect. Study 

21 March 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

1 Book Group    

5:30 LCT                    

8 A.A. 

22 Ash Weds. 

 9-Sort Clothes      
10 Bulletin Ddln       

6 Soup Dinner            
7  Ash Weds 
Service 

 

23     9:30 Deacon 

Shop                                         

10  Staff                        

5:30 LCT                              

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

24  25  9:30 –12 HYT 

 

 

26      10-Worship   

11:30 Chili Cook-off 

(fundraiser for Youth) 

 

 

4 Girl Scouts                         

7 Meditation Group 

 

27     Office Closed  

 

 

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study 

28 

 

 

5:30 LCT                        

8 A.A. 

 

 

    

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

If you would like to volunteer to answer the phones from 9-12 on the days Tammy is off or on vacation please let her know in the church of-
fice. 



First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
126 South Church Street              
Bowling Green OH 43402  
phone:419/352-5176 
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 02 Larry Sorrells                                      

February 06   Bob Vincent              

February 13   Dave Horger                                   

February 15   James Bachman                                   

February 16    David Young                                       

February 22   Bonnie Stearns                                     

February 24   Phebe Strunk                                 

February 26   Tim Hammersmith                                

February 26   Patrick Halleck                              

February 27   Pam Orr 

 

 

 

(if your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be 
please let the office know mm/dt/yr) 

Officers for 2023 thru 2025 

Moderator, Jeff Schooley 

Session 

Class 2023 Dar Bevelhymer,  Rosemary Apple,  
  Chris Williams                                  
Class 2024 Joan Callecod, Carolyn Layne,                       
  Gale Swanka                                               
Class 2025 Donna Nelson-Beene, Jen Codding,  
  O’Leo Loki 

Deacons 

Class 2023  Beatrice Guenther,  Nancy Hess,     
Class 2024 Scotty Huntington, Ellyn Stout                                        
Class 2025 Terri McNamara, Prudence Adibah 

 

Trustees 

Class 2023 Bob Callecod, Linda Smith                          
Class 2024 Sue Clark, Mike Evans                                  
Class 2025  Jason Sybert 
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