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 I’ve been thinking a lot about change lately. It’s probably the season, the 
looming new year, the recognition that it’ll take me until President’s Day to stop 
accidentally dating my checks “2022.” Change is in the air.  

 I’ve also been thinking a lot about change lately because 2022 was such a 
HUGE year of change for me and Brianne. For context, I woke up on January 1, 
2022 sick with COVID and in a place called Marysville, Ohio. I will – with the help of God’s mercy over my health 
– wake up on January 1, 2023 healthy and in a healthy place called Bowling Green, Ohio. Change is more than 
just in the air. It’s the defining characteristic of my past year.  

 I’ve changed calls. Bri changed jobs. Brutus changed which squirrels he spends his days barking through 
a window at. We changed homes (but successfully kept the same mortgage lender, so that’s at least some form 
of stability?). My friends have seen changes in their lives. Their kids grow older. Some have gotten divorced. 
Some have lost parents. Others have changed jobs and homes too. Change is apparently contagious.  

 But here’s the thing: It wasn’t just 2022. Every year teems over with change. It is the only constant in life – 
or so some say. And as someone who loves routines, patterns, consistency and – yes, I’ll cop to it – control, 
change is often an emotional hurdle. Maybe I’m not alone in that. Maybe you too feel like you’re just riding the 
billowing waves on a sea named Change.  

 Now, this is where – as a pastor – I’m supposed to say something like, “But this is the great blessing of 
our Lord for ‘God changeth not.’” (Side note: If you really want to feel like at least some things never change, 
using the Middle English ‘th’ suffix at the end of your third person verbs doth addeth an air of historic gravitas). 
So, I’m supposed to say that – I’m supposed to draw our attention to God’s immutability (that’s the theological 
term for “God does not change”) – but, frankly, I’m not sure that’s true. Immutability, at any rate, deserves a little 
more theological inspection before final canonization. (Who wants to attend that Christian Education offering? Let 
me know!).  

 Instead, I think all evidence in our lived experiences and all evidence of God’s character says something 
entirely different. It affirms that life is change. It knows that we are all surfing the edges of the waves of change 
(well, on good days; on bad days, we’re totally getting crushed by those waves). It also affirms that God rides 
those waves alongside us and God keeps the undertow from pulling us deeper when we do inevitably crash.  

 And this summarizes nicely what I’ve learned about change. I’ve learned that it is inevitable and that my 
distaste for it is often a reflection of a deeper, spiritual insecurity. That is to say, I (foolishly) think I have to ride 
those waves of change alone. Of course not! God is always right there alongside me. Companionship in change 
is good.  

 I share all of this because this church has seen plenty of changes in 2022 too. And I want to promise you 
that it’s all over – you’ve hired all the right people and they all love each other (this is, to be clear, true) – and so 
there’ll be no more changes for a while. (This, to be clear, is untrue). We will have changes in 2023… and 2024… 
and 2025… and don’t even get me started on the crazy changes of 2026! I can’t promise you that we won’t just 
keep changing, but I can speak with confidence that we won’t be alone in those changes. We will have each 
other. We will have the love, care, and presence of our God.  

 So, as you celebrate the change of year in a couple of weeks, be bold and raise a toast to change, for it 
can’t hurt us. Not when God is with us. Thanks be to God.  
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 Introducing the Douglas Family! We are 
delighted to welcome Nancy, Miranda Allysen and 
Steven who joined us as new members in November! In 
case you haven’t had a chance to speak with them yet, 
here is a brief introduction. The Douglas family lives in 
Rudolph, Ohio. Nancy grew up traveling quite a bit with 
her family since her father was in the US Army. The 
family finally settled in Maryland, which then became 
Nancy’s home base. In 2006, she decided to move to 
Ohio where she purchased a house from her sister who 
lives in the vicinity. Nancy currently works at Panera’s in 
Bowling Green. 

Miranda Allysen grew up in Toledo where she 
graduated from Bowser High School. She grew up 
attending St. Paul’s Lutheran church in Maumee. After 
completing her studies at Owens Community College, 
she received a degree as a state-tested nurse’s 
assistant. She worked in home health care and found a 
position as residential assistant at Woodlane here in 
Bowling Green. This is also where Miranda Allysen and 
Nancy met. They married in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
in Bowling Green in 2009. This past August, they 
celebrated the renewal of their vows at the First 
Rainbow Rally that BGOPride hosted. They also have 
an adopted son Steven who just turned 13 years old and 
who attends BG Middle School. Miranda Allysen has 
been employed at UPS for the past 27 years. 

Both Nancy and Miranda Allysen were looking 
for a church where they and Steven, who is on the 
autism spectrum, are accepted. They have appreciated 
the warm welcome from the community and our pastor 
here at First Presbyterian.  Nancy says she loves the 
bell choir. An active member of the Outreach 
Committee, Miranda Allysen would like to see the 
fellowship between the LGBTQIA+ community and First 
Presbyterian church continue to grow. She hopes to 
help build that connection. We are excited that they 
have chosen to become part of our community. 

 Leon Wang is 22 and a senior at Bowling Green 
State University.  They use the pronouns they/them/he/
him.  Leon was born in Beijing, China and moved with 
their parents to Ashland, Ohio when they were 7.  Leon 
originally attended the vocational school for their junior 
and senior years of high school earning a certificate in 
Culinary Arts.  Intending to open a restaurant, Leon 
began his education at BG seeking a business degree.  
However they will graduate this spring with a BA in Film 
Productions. Leon is planning to attend seminary in the 
fall, hopefully at Pittsburgh.  They say, “God moves in 
mysterious ways and put me here for a reason.”  Leon 
was drawn to First Presbyterian by the music and sings 
in the choir.  When not in school or church, Leon 
indulges in Cosplay-a form of costume play where 
participants wear costumes and fashion accessories to 

represent a specific character, attending conventions 
and posting TikTok videos. Leon also performs with a 
party princess and super hero group that is available for 
hire at parties and gatherings. For the holidays Leon 
and their partner, Finley, are heading to Cincinnati. 

 Brianne Schooley - At the October Presbyterian 
Women’s Fall Luncheon, Brianne Schooley presented a 
wonderful program about her childhood and eventual 
life’s path. For those of you who have not had the 
opportunity to meet with Brianne, I hope this introduction 
helps you to know a little bit more about her! In 
November, our church welcomed Brianne as a new 
member of our congregation.    
 
Brianne was born and raised in Akron Ohio. In 2002, 
she left her home for the first time to attend Kent State 
University where she graduated from the School of 
Journalism and Mass Communication. Her major was 
photo illustration during which time she had a college 
internship at a local photo studio. While there, she spent 
countless hours editing photos and occasionally worked 
weddings and assisted with professional portraits. One 
day, while at the Kent State University ice arena, 
watching a broomball game, she met another Kent State 
student who happened to be Jeff Schooley!  After 
graduating from college in May of 2007, Brianne and 
Jeff were married in June of that year.  Brianne’s career 
took her to the University of Pittsburgh for seven years, 
beginning a path that led her in helping to guide others 
working on the switchboard while Jeff attended 
seminary.  Eventually Jeff and Brianne moved south of 
Pittsburgh, where she also worked at an Episcopal 
Church while Jeff accepted his first call.   
 
Brianne is from a large Italian family that instilled in her 
a love of family, cooking and baking – especially in large 
quantities. She loves to cook homemade dishes, even 
while juggling her career at the Wood County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities and her time volunteering at 
our church.  Some of the things Brianne and Jeff enjoy 
together and with friends are watching Best Picture 
Nominee movies for the year, and playing challenging, 
intellectual, and strategizing board games. Brianne is an 
avid fan of baseball and the Toledo Mudhens!  She 
credits her grandmother for inspiring her love of the 
game.   
 
Brianne has felt so warmly welcomed by this 
congregation and I do not think I could end this interview 
on a more joyful note!   We welcome Brianne!  

Welcome New Members! 



Staff at First Presbyterian 
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Pastor                                                          
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schoolley 
fpcbgjeff@gmail.com                
330/931-9165 

Family & Youth Ministries 
Specialist (FYMS)                                            
Amanda Ark                           
akark@bgsu.edu                    
937/419-9616 

Director of Music Ministry                                               
Heather McEwen Goldman  
goldman.heather@gmail.com 
646/326-4058 

Office Administrator                  
Tammy Schnitker 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
419/352-5176    

Treasurer                                   
Gale Swanka   
gswanka@bgsu.edu           
419/575-1478 

Media Specialist                               
Abbey Staats  
abbey8201@gmail.com              
330/604-2344 

Sextons Fernando Hernandez & 
Monica Garcia 

Nursery Worker                                                             
Araya Musselman 

 

 Office Hours 

Monday-Church Closed             

  Tues. & Thursday                                     
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

Weds. 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  

  Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Phone: 419/352-5176                   
Fax: 419/352-8808                           
E-mail: 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com  

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org  
 

The office is closed daily for 
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

PLEDGING UPDATE:  Thank you to 

the many members who have chosen 

to pledge for the coming year.  Our 

financial forecast for 2023 is looking 

good but costs for everything are only 

going up.  The gas bill for our big 

building is on of those costs as I am sure you know from your own 

home heating bills.  I do hope to hear from a few more members as we 

look forward to developing our budget for 2023.  If you have not yet 

pledged, you can drop a note in the offering plate, mail it to the office at 

126 S. Church Street or send an email to our Financial Secretary, Joyce 

Kepke, kepkejm@dacor.net.    

 We lost a few faithful members who always pledged for a variety 

of reasons including moving to a new community.  And we gained some 

new friends who have chosen to pledge.  Many members have 

increased their pledges.  I am always in awe of how people in this 

church respond to requests for financial support. I always say we can 

do great things together - but it does take money!   

     Joyce Kepke                                            

     Finance Secretary 

 

Congregational Meeting 
January 8, 2023 at 11:10 am. 

 
 Immediately following worship service, a congregational 
meeting will be held for the discussion and approval of two items: 
Pastor Terms of Call and Class of 2025 Officers.  
 
 The Pastor Terms of Call will be provided at the meeting.  
 
 The class of 2025 officer nominees are: Donna Nelson-
Beene, Elder; Jen Codding, Elder; O’Leo Loki, Elder; Prudence 
Adibah, Deacon; Terri McNamara, Deacon; Jason Sybert, Trustee. 
 
 Additional officer nominations can be made during the 
meeting. You can nominate yourself or someone else. If you are 
nominating another person, please speak with them first and make 
sure they are willing to serve. We are still Looking for One More 
Trustee. 
 

Terri McNamara, Clerk of Session, 419-352-1621• 
tmcnamara62@icloud.com 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org
mailto:kepkejm@dacor.net
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Bible Lectionary Study by Zoom  

Monday’s at 5:30 p.m.  

 The Bible Lectionary Study is meets on 

Mondays at 5:30 p.m. The Zoom link is sent out 

every week by Pastor Jeff and if you are 

interested in joining, please let Pastor Jeff know 

by emailing him at fpcbgjeff@gmail.com. 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 – Baptism of the Lord 

Sermon Title: “A Restoring Bath”                
Scripture #1:   Isaiah 42:1-9                                 
Scripture #2:  Matthew 3:13-17 

The Baptism of Jesus is evidence of God’s 

election of Him as God’s Son for the purposes of 

saving the world. This week, we bring our most 

vulnerable parts of life for care and comfort to the 

Lord and remember what we have received in our 

baptism.  

 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 

Sermon Title:   “Called”                                              
Scripture #1:     1 Corinthians 1:1-9                           
Scripture #2:     John 1:29-42 

The call narratives in scripture – whether those 

recorded in the gospels or the way Paul self-

reports his own calling – exist to remind us of our 

own calling into discipleship of Jesus Christ. The 

specifics need not be the same (indeed, they likely 

won’t be), but the new orientation of your life in 

Christ will share deep similarities. As such, we can 

both attend to these call stories for their 

resonance with our own lives, while embracing 

and celebrating the distinctions.  

 

 

Sunday, January 22, 2023  

Sermon Title: “Dissolving Divisions”                  
Scripture #1: Psalm 27:1, 4-9                               
Scripture #2: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

It’s a sad truth, but while this worship service was 

mapped out on a hot May day, we can still safely 

assume that partisan political rancor is in effect 

now. (Hey! I’d never be happier to be wrong than 

in this assertion). Securing unity – even in a 

country that puts “United” in its name – is not 

easy. We are all now well versed in this. Yet the 

difficult road is often the holiest and so it is in this 

case. Paul beseeches the Church to seek, 

cultivate, and maintain unity with one another, but 

does little to address how this might happen. So, 

this week, we will plumb the “how” question 

together in all faith and… yeah, you guessed it… 

unity.  

 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 

Sermon Title: “Holiness’ Deepest Depths”                       
Scripture #1: Micah 6:1-8                                                     
Scripture #2: Matthew 5:1-12 

Some weeks, it can feel like the lectionary serves 

up the obscure or well-known or mundane. Then 

there’s this week! This week, when the prophet 

Micah’s powerful declaration of what the Lord has 

required of us is paired with the holy hope and 

wisdom of Jesus’ opening to the Sermon on the 

Mount. We are embarrassed with riches this week! 

So, like your pastor entering an all-you-can-eat 

buffet on a mission, let’s saddle up to the Word 

and take in as much as we can.  

 

 

Remember the church in your will. 
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The 2022 Deacon's Christmas Breakfast was the 

most successful in recent years as 53 families/

individuals were presented with $100 gift cards from 

Aldi, 72 children $40 gift cards from Walmart, and 49 

children, 10 years of age and younger, a special toy. 

For the second consecutive year the event was held at The Senior Center on South Grove; and well over 

100 people were served a breakfast of pancakes, sausage, eggs, juice and milk. The approximate cost of 

the event: $8,500.  It was all made possible by the incredible generosity of this congregation including some 

$5,000.00 in donations this year combined with an over $4,000 carry over from 2021. Due to that carry over, 

the Deacons were able to increase the Aldi Gift Cards by $25. More donations will be needed for next year's 

event to enable the gift card totals to remain at the $100 and $40 levels. And again this year we extend a 

thank you to those who worked the breakfast and a special thank you to the director of The Senior Center, 

Denise Niese, for her cooperation in ordering and preparing the food.   

(above our pictures from the Deacons’ Christmas Ministry) 

 

With the leadership of Janet DeLong and several dedicated 

volunteers,  the Deacon Shop continues to show signs of approaching 

the levels it enjoyed prior to the pandemic. The final numbers will be 

released in our yearly report in January.  
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Green Team - Thank you to everyone who gave the Green Team input on 

the phase of developing the green space.  We shared some ideas at a We 

Meet in November and after the service on December 4. Because of your 

feedback, we will be ordering 3 benches for the outdoor space.  We also got 

good feedback on the idea of using shade sails.  We will be working with the Trustees on this project, 

since there are several other parts to it.  In order to do the sails, it will also involve some outdoor repair 

work on the sidewalk, and we would love to find a way to open the kitchen door to the outside (there 

really is one that's been closed off for years!).  The open door would make it so much easier to bring 

food and supplies outside for events.  We will probably do another session in the spring to show our 

progress and see what you all think. 

 

Pemberville Opera House - On Friday, January 7th at 7:30 p.m. Lynne Long will 

be playing accompaniment for the silent movie, “The Kid Brother” with Harold Lloyd. 

Tickets are $12 and if you wish to purchase them ahead of time, contact Carol Baily 

or Beeker’s Store in Pemberville. 

 

Congregational Christmas Dinner - pictures 
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January 2023 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
LCT=La Conexion 

Tutoring Program. 

YG=Youth Group 

GS=Girl Scouts 

Med. 

Grp.=Meditation 

Group    

HYT=Horizon 

Youth Theatre 

(Movie Cave & YR) 

   

1  

10 Worship Online 

Only 

2  Office Closed  

 

 

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study 

3  1 Book Group              4   9-Sort Clothes       
10 Bulletin Ddln  

                                                      
5:30  We Meet     

5 9:30 Deacon 

Shop                               

10 Staff                          

                                                  

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

6 

 

 

 

6 First Fridays 

@TBD 

7  9:30 –12 HYT 

8 10-Worship & 

Communion    

 

4 Girl Scouts                         

7 Meditation Group 

9    Office Closed  

 

 

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study 

10   1 Book Group              

 

 

5:30 LCT                     

5:30 Session Mtg.  

8 A.A. 

11                                 

9-Sort Clothes       
10 Bulletin Ddln 

 

5:30  We Meet    
7 Mission                      
7 Trustees 

12   9:30 Deacon 

Shop                             

10 Staff 

5 Worship Mtg                           

5:30 LCT                              

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

13 14  9:30 –12 HYT 

. 

15 10-Worship  & 

Installation of 

officers 

 

 

4 Girl Scouts                   

7 Meditation Group 

16  Office Closed                

4:30 Kindred 

Spirits Circle –

Green Lnge   

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study 

17   1 Book Group                                     

 

 

 

5:30 LCT                               

7 Membership                        

8 A.A. 

18                                       

9-Sort Clothes              
10 Bulletin Ddln         

                          
5:30  We Meet     

19   9:30 Deacon 

Shop                               

10 Staff                     

5:30 LCT                              

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

20      21  9:30 –12 HYT 

22 10-Worship  

  

4 Girl Scouts                    

7 Meditation Group 

23    Office Closed  

 

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study 

24   1 Book Group   

 

 

 

5:30 LCT                        

8 A.A. 

25                           
9-Sort Clothes      
10 Bulletin Ddln       

 

 

5:30  We Meet  

26     9:30 Deacon 

Shop                                         

10  Staff                        

5:30 LCT                              

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

27  28  9:30 –12 HYT 

 

7 BGSU Volare 

Women’s Chorus 

Concert in 

sanctuary 

29 10-Worship   

 

4 Girl Scouts                         

7 Meditation Group 

 

 

 

30 Office Closed  

 

 

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study 

31 

 

 

5:30 LCT                        

8 A.A. 

 

 

    

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

If you would like to volunteer to answer the phones from 9-12 on the days Tammy is off or on vacation please let her know in the church of-
fice. 



First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
126 South Church Street              
Bowling Green OH 43402  
phone:419/352-5176 
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jan. 05  Chris Dunn                                             

Jan. 07   Susan Dunn                    

Jan. 09   Sandi Carsey                  

Jan. 11   Lisa Lawson                         

Jan. 14   Dan McNamara                 

Jan. 18   Mary Organ                  

Jan. 22   Jan McLaughlin    

Jan. 23   Samantha Codding     

Jan. 24   Janet DeLong                           

Jan. 26   Stewart Orr 

 

 

 

(if your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be 
please let the office know mm/dt/yr) 

Officers for 2023 thru 2025 

Moderator, Jeff Schooley 

Session 

Class 2023 Dar Bevelhymer,  Rosemary Apple,  
  Chris Williams                                  
Class 2024 Joan Callecod, Carolyn Layne,                       
  Gale Swanka                                               
Class 2025 Donna Nelson-Beene, Jen Codding,  
  O’Leo Loki 

Deacons 

Class 2023  Beatrice Guenther,  Nancy Hess,  
  Ellyn Stout                                          
Class 2024 Scotty Huntington, Doretta Schnmidt 
Class 2025 Terri McNamara, Prudence Adibah 

 

Trustees 

Class 2023 Bob Callecod, Linda Smith                          
Class 2024 Sue Clark, Mike Evans                                  
Class 2025  Jason Sybert 

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org

