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 “Branding” as a marketing strategy dates back to post-World War Two 

America, but its literal origins extend back to 2,000 BCE in Egypt. This first form of 

branding involved a literal burning of a distinctive mark into the flesh of cattle to 

denote ownership. Since cows, for example, can all look more or less the same, the 

brand on their body was a means of differentiation. Even in today’s more figurative 

sense of “branding,” this aspect of visual cues to denote ownership and differentiation still persists.  

 These are important facts to hold onto as we consider the first year of the “He Gets Us” campaign – a 

multi-media campaign funded by various, conservative Christian sources (most notably, the owner of Hobby 

Lobby) – that debuted during March Madness in 2022, but probably saw its greatest press and interest a couple 

of weeks ago when the campaign organizers spent a reported $20 million on three, 30-second Super Bowl ads.  

 I’m not particularly interested in wading into the politics of this campaign. If you’re already aware of the 

campaign, likely you have your own thoughts about it and its politics. If you haven’t seen it or haven’t really been 

interested in the debates around it, I’m not going to try to convince you to join the conversation. I’m only raising 

this example up because it provides me an entry point into a pastoral question about Jesus, the Church, and what 

it means to be a witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ. (If you didn’t hear/read my sermon on witnessing from 

February 19, 2023, you might do well to engage with that first, as both that sermon and this article were written in 

close proximity to one another, and each piece subtly informs the other).  

 There’s already been enough ink spilt over other (read: better) ways that $20 million could be spent (and, 

for that matter, the reported $1 billion pledged to this campaign over the next three years!). I generally agree, but 

don’t have to retread those arguments, if for no other reason than they make me grumpy. Instead, I want us to 

think theologically about how we witness to our faith in the 21st century, since that is a topic that implicitly 

presents itself to you every single day you wake up.  

 My grumpiness with this particular campaign, which I think is good only as a foil against which to 

understand the actual work of witness we’re called to, comes first from the sense of ownership inherent to 

“branding.” To begin, then, I ask you to remember your baptism. If you were baptized as a baby, remember the 

most recent baptism you’ve seen. In baptism, the pastor says, “You are a child of God, marked and sealed as 

Christ’s own.” There is a hierarchy of ownership (though that is a crass word devoid of love, grace, and mercy) in 

baptism, but it is not we who own Christ, but rather we who are owned “as Christ’s own.” This campaign, 

however, puts the flaming iron of the modern media to Christ’s flesh rather than remembering the cool, purifying 

waters by which we are claimed as children of God. The difference could not be starker or greater.  

 My grumpiness also extends from the differentiation that branding is supposed to pursue. Differentiation is 

important in modern markets. It’s probably even important in your own life. (I mean, my household very much has 

a preferred toilet paper, as I’m assuming yours does too). We like to know when we’re getting (to use a personally 

important example) Dr. Pepper and not Mr. Pibb. (The latter is fine, but it clearly needs more schooling to be as 

tasty as Dr. Pepper!). However, in the case of this “He Gets Us” campaign, differentiation raises two important 

questions. First, from what or whom is Jesus being differentiated? Second, is it oxymoronic to use a tool of 

differentiation to pursue a message of solidarity?   
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Working backward in those questions, the entire point of the “He Gets Us” 

campaign – from its words to its visuals to its score to its website – is to help 

viewers feel solidarity with Jesus. Yet solidarity is the opposite of differentiation. (I 

mean, I don’t want Dr. Pepper and Mr. Pibb having solidarity; I certainly wouldn’t 

want to mix the two in my glass!). The folly of this campaign is baked into the 

campaign itself.  

 Yet the more damning problem is found in that first question: from 

what or whom is Jesus being differentiated? It would not appear that the campaign 

wants you to understand that Jesus is different from Buddha, Apollo, Muhammad, 

Odin, Shango, Kounu, or any other past or present deity. It would appear, instead, that this campaign wants to 

differentiate Jesus from His Church, from Christians, from you and me.  

 Now, on one level, I’m compassionate to that appeal. I’ve been Christian long enough to know 

that not everyone who says, “Lord, Lord” lives in such a way to prove that claim. Hypocrisy is real, and is likely 

present to one degree or another in each of our lives. In this regard, Jesus is different from us, since He was 

both fully and perfectly human and God. We don’t get to make such claims.  

 However, none of those facts change this one: the Church does not exist by accident. We exist 

as the will and work of Jesus in the world. If you want to be cute about it, we are Jesus’ first and only “brand” in 

the world. The idea, then, that Jesus must be differentiated from the Church, which is Jesus’ “brand,” would 

actually make this campaign border on heresy. Add to this the aforementioned concerns about who owns whom 

and heresy is not too strong of a word.  

 But all of this is a lesson in what we are not meant to be. What we are meant to be – what our 

witness is supposed to look like – does take the form of solidarity with the world. After all, Jesus did not come to 

condemn the world, but to save it. God has already made God’s message clear in the incarnation, ministry, 

death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. This is God’s message of solidarity, and it affords no 

differentiation. If a church isn’t aspiring to this same level of solidarity, it just simply isn’t a church, but a social 

club with a weird dues system.  

 Finally, permit me to grind an ax on the last of those Super Bowl ads, which featured the thesis: 

“Jesus loves the people we hate.” While this is undoubtedly true, it presumes something rather demonic about 

us – namely, it assumes that we all, inherently, hate someone. (Side note: Good advertising doesn’t tend to 

belittle the audience for the advertisement. I’m just a lowly, chubby pastor in a mid-sized church in the Midwest, 

but even I know that!). And while division, partisanship, and – sure – even hatred would seem to be a 

commonplace fact of American life (that threatens, perpetually, a focus on the common good), I do not for one 

minute think that people inherently have hate in their hearts. On the contrary, I think hate is cultivated by media 

platforms (looking at you, social media!) that intentionally utilizes algorithms meant to place inflammatory 

content in front of your eyes so as to extend our time on their platforms. That hate is constructed through 

mediums that the “He Gets Us” campaign is intentionally utilizing is a logical heresy. It also – to use the rhetoric 

of Jesus’ last national branding campaign – is not the answer to the question “What Would Jesus Do?” Jesus, 

after all, turned over the tables in the Temple when it became clear that those tables were detracting from the 

worship of God. Any thoughtful Christian would have to assume He would do much of the same with His 

Facebook account. Simply put, a campaign built on fostering solidarity cannot use divisive means to get there.  

 So, go forth and be the proof that God really does have solidarity with God’s creation. Approach 

each and every person – maybe, especially, keeping an eye out for those people who are too quickly looked 

past – as a living, breathing, loving extension of God’s solidarity with all. Let the “brand” of your baptism be 

experienced by all. The more we all do this, the more likely we’ll be able to reallocate those one billion dollars to 

more pressing needs.  
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The Green Team is working on 

plans for the spring growing 

season - which is not far 

away!  We're planning on 

benches near the labyrinth, and are looking at plantings 

to provide shade near those benches.  We're also 

looking at a bench near the community garden to let 

gardeners have a place to rest, or let garden lovers sit 

and appreciate the veggies as they get planted and 

sprout.  Are you interested in being one of the 

community gardeners?  Let Corky Dunsmore know! 

 

 We're also continue 

to explore shade sails for the 

green space.  Think of the 

outdoor worship services and 

other activities that can take 

place there! 

 

Are you willing to help clean-up, water and 

generally maintain the courtyard and north 

side garden area?  Bob Callecod is 

looking for volunteers - let him know if you 

are interested. 

 

Tip of the month - Sometimes 

planning for spring helps it get here 

faster - at least I hope that's 

true.  Have you thought about what 

to plant?  Maybe get ready to germinate seeds?  Check 

your supplies, including tools.  Get ready to clean your 

yard of old leaves, dead plants, and debris that has 

blown into your yard.  Decide what seeds or starter 

plants you need to get.  If you've got a compost pile, 

check to see if it will be ready to use in a few 

weeks.  Spring really will be here soon! 

 

 

The Community Garden is 

coming!  If you would like to 

participate, contact me at 

cdunsmore@woh.rr.com by April 

1st at the latest.  We’re also 

planning a seed exchange on 

March 20 from 12 to 2pm.  If you save seeds, have left 

over seeds, or want some seeds join us outdoors. 

Thank you all for your 

generosity to the 

students at Crim 

Elementary School.  As 

part of the fall school 

supply drive, there were 

donations of $400.  These funds were spent on 

headphones, dry erase markers, computer mice, and 

cardstock.  These all replenish supplies that were, let's 

say, well used earlier in the school year.  Then the 

teachers told us snacks would be appreciated - and 

once again you all responded.  We've dropped off 4 bins 

of snacks, and the teachers have been able to refill their 

supplies for the students.  Crim staff and students say 

Thank You! 

Kindred Spirits - On Monday, March 

20 at 4:30 Kindred Spirits will meet 

in the church library.  Julie Smith 

Maekask will lead the discussion on 

Sabbath and self care.   

 

Presbyterian Women are 

pleased to offer white lilies for 

sale to decorate the church 

sanctuary for Easter and to 

commemorate and honor the 

memory of loved ones.  We will have 15 plants 

available this Easter and we ask that you check the 

church bulletin in the coming weeks for the order form, 

pricing, and the ordering deadline.    

mailto:cdunsmore@woh.rr.com
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GIVING IS PERSONAL! 

 

I grew up putting a dime in a special envelope for church for every dollar I earned from chores.  Obviously, my 

parents encouraged tithing!  I felt very grown-up when I dropped my dimes in the offering plate each week 

 

Today giving has certainly changed.  We received 66 pledges from individuals and families who are willing to 

commit to a specific amount of giving in 2023.  Others do not like to pledge but can be counted on to give regularly 

to support the church budget.  Members give weekly, monthly and quarterly.  They give cash and they write 

checks.  Money is dropped into the plates on Sunday morning or checks come in by mail. 

  

As a number of our members reach the magic number of 70+ years they have begun to take advantage of the tax 

advantage of giving their required minimum distribution (RMA) from their IRA’s directly to the church. These larger 

checks arrive at all times throughout the year.  One person told me that she was bothered when the plate went by 

and she had nothing to give.  She choose to have the RMA checks written to the church monthly but sent to her so 

she can place her offering to in the plate on Sunday morning. 

 

My son tells me young people never use checks or cash anymore.   So now we are offering two new methods of 

giving – Venmo or PayPal.  Sorry, Mark, some of us just don’t want to learn a new technology.  However, I have to 

admit that members and guests are finding it easy to use their phones to scan the QR code in the newsletter or 

the bulletin during the offering part of the service.  They like the ease of being able to send money without buying 

stamps and envelopes.  Some families have even set up automatic deductions timed to arrive at church each 

month.   

 

Our members have learned to give in ways that is easiest and most meaningful to them.  Isn’t it amazing how we 

have moved from an envelope in an offering plate to the internet!   

 

        Joyce Kepke, Financial Secretary 
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First Christian Church 

– Helping Hands: 

Thank you for your 

support of this 

community project. Your 

monthly donations are 

greatly appreciated and 

needed.  

The next distribution date is March 10. Please bring 

your donations by March 8 to the church lobby and 

place it in the donation bin. Our church is asked to 

supply paper towels, toilet paper, shampoo, ladies’ 

small incontinence products, toothpaste, baby 

diapers (all sizes) and dog/cat food. If you want to 

help but don’t have time to shop, a monetary donation 

can be made. We will do the shopping for you. 

If you would like to participate with distribution of 

food and hygiene items on March 10, join us from 

4:30 to 6:30 pm at First Christian Church, corner of 

Poe and Haskins Roads. 

Our Deacon Shop continues 

to serve our community every 

Thursday morning. Our 

clothing service is advertised 

to during the Helping Hands 

program further extending our reach into the community. 

 

Shepherds and Flocks: It is the start 

of a new year and the Deacons have 

been reviewing and organizing our 

congregational flocks. Your Deacon 

Shepherd will be reaching out to you soon to say hello.  

 

New Church Directory Coming 

Fall 2023 - The Membership 

Committee is planning to release 

a new church directory this fall. 

We have new staff and new 

members so we thought it was a 

good time! During coffee hour in March, committee 

members will be available with current directory lists so 

you can review and approve your address and phone 

information. Dale Smith will be taking individual photos 

for the directory after church starting March 26th and 

throughout April. A sign up for photo sessions will be in 

the fellowship hall. Watch for more information in the 

weekly bulletin. 

Kroger Community Rewards. 
 

The Kroger Co. Family of 
Stores is committed to bringing 
hope and help to the local 
neighborhoods we call home. 
We appreciate your 
participation in our Community 
Rewards program to help 
accomplish that mission.  
Our NPO (non profit 

organization) account number is  (AD555) 
 Please reference the new number when 
contacting us for assistance. New members can 
enroll by searching for either the new number or the 
name of your organization. 
• Go to www.kroger .com, sign in, and click on the 

“community” tab. 

• Scroll down to Kroger Community Rewards. 

• Click on View Your Rewards Details. 

• Then scroll down to Community Rewards. It will 
show if you are enrolled to benefit First Presbyterian 
Church. Remember you have to reenroll every year 
so now is the time! 

• If you are not enrolled, click edit and 
select First Presbyterian Church of 
Bowling Green (Organization Number: 
AD555) 

You may need to create an account, if you have not 

done so already. That's pretty simple - just follow the 

directions on kroger.com. 

http://www.kroger.com/
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Pastor                                                          
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley 
fpcbgjeff@gmail.com                
330/931-9165 

Family & Youth Ministries 
Specialist (FYMS)                                            
Amanda Ark                           
akark@bgsu.edu                    
937/419-9616 

Director of Music Ministry                                               
Heather McEwen Goldman  
goldman.heather@gmail.com 
646/326-4058 

Office Administrator                  
Tammy Schnitker 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
419/352-5176    

Treasurer                                   
Gale Swanka   
gswanka@bgsu.edu           
419/575-1478 

Media Specialist                               
Abbey Staats  
abbey8201@gmail.com              
330/604-2344 

Sextons Fernando Hernandez & 
Monica Garcia 

Nursery Worker                                                             
Araya Musselman 

 

 Office Hours 

Monday-Church Closed             

  Tues. & Thursday                                     
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.     

Weds. 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  

  Fri.-9 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Phone: 419/352-5176                   
Fax: 419/352-8808                           
E-mail: 
firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com  

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org  
 

The office is closed daily for 
lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

The Choral Scholar’s Dinner 

 

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org
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Bible Lectionary Study by Zoom  

Monday’s at 5:30 p.m.  

 The Bible Lectionary Study is meets on 

Mondays at 5:30 p.m. The Zoom link is sent out every 

week by Pastor Jeff and if you are interested in joining, 

please let Pastor Jeff know by emailing him at 

fpcbgjeff@gmail.com. We will be continuing the 

Sermon Series: A Confounding Grace that we started 

on Ash Wednesday. 

Sun. Feb. 26 - 1st Sunday in Lent: “A Confounding 

Start” based on the scripture readings from Genesis 

2:15-17; 3:1-7 and Romans 5:12-19. The etiological 

story of why this is sin and death in a world otherwise 

created “very good” involves the proto-humans, Adam 

and Eve, eating from the Tree of the Knowledge of 

Good and Evil. While knowledge is hardly a bad thing, 

in this instance it unleashes chaos. Ironically, to having 

such knowledge also creates confusion that still lives 

with each of us each day. And yet . . . There is hope. 

For as this confusion came through the first Adam, so it 

is resolved by the grace of the second Adam, Jesus 

Christ.  

Sun. March 5 - 2nd Sunday in Lent: “A 

Confounding New Life” based on the scripture 

readings from Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 and John 3:1-17.  

It’s easy to read Nicodemus’ confusion with a scoff (if 

not a “yuck” when he proposes crawling back into his 

mother’s womb!), but it must be acknowledged that the 

new life Jesus is offering Nicodemus comes from an 

entirely different paradigm that Nic is used to thinking 

in. Nicodemus just doesn’t have the right framework. 

But, we must ask, do we? Are we any better? Or does 

grace require us to not just think new thoughts, but 

think in new ways? 

Sun. March 12 - 3rd Sunday in Lent: “Confounding 

Relationships” based on the scripture readings from 

Romans 5:1-11 and John 4:5-26. Everything about 

the woman at the well narrative is confounding - why 

Jesus is talking to her, what they’re talking about, her 

own domestic relationships. Yet the story ends with the 

great grace of a whole town learning of God’s love for 

them. Once again, we witness grace conquering 

confusion, which can give us hope for ourwn 

confounding relationships. 

Sun. March 19 - 4th Sunday in Lent: Confounding 

Healing” based on the scripture reading from John 

9:1-41. The blind man in our story today cannot explain 

his healing, but he is more than happy to testify to it. 

Everyone else, however, strives after an explanation 

for this most confounding occurrence (especially the 

pharisees). Yet their lack of understanding originates 

not only in God’s gracious act of healing and loving, 

but in a flawed assumption about the nature of illness 

in the first place. Healing, we find, is only as intelligible 

as the assumption we bring to sickness. 

Sun. March 26 - 5th Sunday in Lent: A Confounding 

Delay” based on the scripture reading from John 

11:1-45. No one can quite understand why Jesus is so 

slow to make it to His friend Lazarus’ side when 

Lazarus is sick. But Jesus knows why He waits. Often 

times, we wonder why God isn’t intervening on our 

timeline, at a pace we find acceptable, and to those 

moments we remember this story and its lessons about 

God’s power to both heal and raise. 

 

 

 

Remember the church in your will. 
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March 2023 
 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
LCT=La Conexion 

Tutoring Program. 

YG=Youth Group 

GS=Girl Scouts 

Med. 

Grp.=Meditation 

Group    

HYT=Horizon 

Youth Theatre 

(Movie Cave & YR) 

   

   1                                           
9-Sort Clothes       
12 Bulletin Ddln  

  

 

5:30 We Meet                                                       

2  

9:30 Deacon Shop                               

10 Staff                          

5:30 LCT                                                                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

3 

 

 

6 First 

Fridays—

TBD 

4  9:30 –12 HYT 

5 10-Worship  

 

4 Girl Scouts                         

7 Meditation Group 

6    Office Closed  

 

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study   

7 Green Team 

7   1 Book Group              

 

 

5:30 LCT               

7 W2W                    

8 A.A. 

8                                                       

9-Sort Clothes       
12 Bulletin Ddln                

5:30 We Meet                                                       

7 Trustees 

9   9:30 Deacon Shop                             

10 Staff 

5 Worship Mtg                           

5:30 LCT                       

6 Girl Scouts                         

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

10 11  9:30 –12 HYT 

 

 

 

12   10-Worship              

11 Youth Group  

11:30 Mission Mtg. 

 

 

4 Girl Scouts                   

7 Meditation Group 

13  Office Closed                

4 

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study 

14   1 Book Group                                     

 

 

5:30 LCT                    

5:30 Session                              

8 A.A. 

                                  

15                                      

9-Sort Clothes              
12 Bulletin Ddln         

       

 

5:30 We Meet                                                       

 

                                   

16  9:30 Deacon Shop                               

10 Staff                                                                                                                     

                                                  

 

5:30 LCT                              

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

17      18  9:30 –12 HYT 

19   10-Worship  

 11:15 Deacons Mtg. 

4 Girl Scouts                    

7 Meditation Group 

20    Office Closed 

12-2 Seed 

Exchange 

4:30 Kindred 

Spirits Circle –

Green Lnge   

5:30  Lect. Study 

21 April 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

1 Book Group    

5:30 LCT                    

8 A.A. 

22                                          
9-Sort Clothes             
12 Bulletin Ddln       

5:30 We Meet                                                       

 

 

23  9:30 Deacon Shop                                         

10  Staff   

 5:30 LCT                    

6 Girl Scouts                                                  

6 Bells                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

24  25  9:30 –12 HYT 

 

 

26      10-Worship   

 

4 Girl Scouts                      

5:30 Youth Group                       

7 Meditation Group 

 

27     Office Closed  

 

 

 

5:30  Lect. Study 

28 

 

5:30 LCT               

7 Membership mtg     

7 Christian 

Nurture mtg                

8 A.A. 

29                                      

9-Sort Clothes              
12 Bulletin Ddln   

5:30 We Meet                                                       

 

        

30 9:30 Deacon Shop                               

10 Staff  

 

                         

5:30 LCT                                                                                

7 Choir                                 

8 Med. Grp in FH 

31  

If you shop at Kroger, sign-up to help the church—enroll in Kroger Rewards 

If you would like to volunteer to answer the phones from 9-12 on the days Tammy is off or on vacation please let her know in the church of-
fice. 



First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
126 South Church Street              
Bowling Green OH 43402  
phone:419/352-5176 
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mar 01  Paul Nusser, Skip Oman,                            
  Makellen Weisert                    
Mar 03  Betty Long       
Mar 04  Doug Nusser, O’Leo Loki    
Mar 05  Marcia Young      
Mar 08  Ryan Rife      
Mar 10  Peggy Brigham     
Mar 13  Mickey Cochrane     
Mar 19  Doretta Schmidt     
Mar 23  Anne Clark, Linda Evans    
Mar 24  Dick Martin      
Mar 25  Allen Holder      
Mar 29  Karla Geyman, Adriane Weisert   
Mar 30  Joan McEwen, Jackson LaPointe 

 

 

(if your birthday is not listed and you would like it to be 
please let the office know mm/dt/yr) 

Officers for 2023 thru 2025 

Moderator, Jeff Schooley 

Session 

Class 2023 Dar Bevelhymer,  Rosemary Apple,  
  Chris Williams                                  
Class 2024 Joan Callecod, Carolyn Layne,                       
  Gale Swanka                                               
Class 2025 Donna Nelson-Beene, Jen Codding,  
  O’Leo Loki 

Deacons 

Class 2023  Beatrice Guenther,  Nancy Hess,     
Class 2024 Scotty Huntington, Ellyn Stout                                        
Class 2025 Terri McNamara, Prudence Adibah 

 

Trustees 

Class 2023 Bob Callecod, Linda Smith                          
Class 2024 Sue Clark, Mike Evans                                  
Class 2025  Jason Sybert 

 

 

Don’t 4get to 
“Spring Ahead 1 

hour” on Sat. 3/11 
before going to bed! 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org

