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By Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley 
 

 During my grad school years, I had an acquaintance who was prone to 

enraptured, affective proclamations about love and life. He was a philosophy PhD in 

his mid-20s, so I’m hoping we can forgive him. After all, feelings, expectations, and 

aspirations are borderline psychotic for everyone at that age and stage, to say nothing of studying philosophy.  

 I distinctly remember one particular time hanging out when he told me what he wanted in his ideal 

woman: “I want someone mythic” he said with a look inspired by a little beer, too much education, and the side 

effects of various glands in his body. I was less impressed. Already being on the cusp of my 30s and thus 

infinitely more mature than him [please note the sarcasm], I was also married for a few years at this point and 

had learned that everyone’s partner is mythic until you have to care for them during a stomach flu; no one is 

mythic after that.  

 Anyway, he’s married now and has a kid or two. Occasionally he pops up in my Facebook feed in 

between advertisements for thin hair and fat bellies (because that’s life in your mid-40s). His wife looks lovely, 

but nothing I’ve seen in their photos together make me think anyone will be writing metered verse about her. I 

don’t even think her face has launched a single ship yet.  

 I think about this mid-to-late-20s conversation often. (One never knows when a core memory is being 

formed, I suppose). I think about it because for all the lovelorn yearnings passing through the mill of an 

articulate brain, my old acquaintance was just being honest about some part of the human condition: Purpose. 

Wiggling beneath the skin – hiding in the corners of the heart – is this idea that we are here for a reason, 

maybe even a grand reason. There is this thought – maybe even an instinct – within each of us that makes us 

believe in greatness: our own, each other’s, the world’s. I’m sure there’s a beautiful French word (or a 

polysyllabic German word) for this phenomenon.  

 The more Romantic (in the classical sense of that word, hence the capitalization) or affective branches 

of Christian theology often uses the presupposition of this unnamed feeling to narrate our yearning for 

communion with God, the creation, and one another. And calloused though my tone may have been thus far, I 

don’t see any inherent flaw in this approach. Theology can be done from the top-down – meaning, we focus 

exclusively on God’s self-revelation through divine means like prophesy, the Spirit, and scripture, and only then 

do we explore who we are in that system – or from the bottom-up – meaning, we seek within ourselves some 

divine spark, some eternal flicker of light within our own hearts, souls, and experiences that point us beyond 

ourselves and toward the divine or the sublime. Both approaches have their shortcoming – top-down tends to 

flex too much; bottom-up tends to be too flaky – but analyzing any idea by its shortcomings may be a 

shortcoming itself. I, personally, tend to regard really good top-down theology (like that from Karl Barth or 

Stanley Hauerwas) as providing a good floor to theology, while the bottom-up types (especially your 



Liberationist theologies from women, queer folx, and people of color) give theology a high ceiling to progress 

toward. This is to say, there’s a way to carefully marry Traditional and Progressive thought and theology.  

 There’s been a slow and steady trend in theology wherein the bottom-up approach has displaced the 

top-down approach. Exact dates are debatable for this switch – some would place its origins at the feet or 

Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1855), while others would emphasize those aforementioned Liberative theologies 

that all began in the 1960s. The result of this shift is that peoples’ actual, lived experiences (read: bottom-up) 

are centered more than the ideals (read: top-down) of their lives. God, for instance, is less known by lofty terms 

like omnipotent, omniscient, immutable, and the like. In place of these high-minded (and thus, top-down) 

descriptions is language like friend, companion, partner, co-laborer. And though I’m commenting on this as if a 

detached scholar of a particular phenomenon, I’m very much part of this movement. Ask yourself which you’re 

more likely to hear from me from the pulpit: friend or omniscience? Companion or immutable? My God-talk is 

very much indebted to a bottom-up approach. And, to be sure, there are significant implications on the 

cultivation of the human soul based upon which approach is privileged.  

 I’ve been thinking about these aspects of the human soul in response to America’s pending 250th 

birthday. I’ve been thinking about this because America has always tended to present itself in a top-down 

manner. The refrain of democracy might be “government for the people, by the people,” but we typically 

celebrate “the idea of America” more than our real, gritty experiences of it. By that, I take people to mean that 

America – by definition – is an always incomplete project, but rather exists as an idea – a virtue, an ideal – that 

we dedicate our lives to striving after. But how different is this than my acquaintance’s desire for a woman who 

is “mythic”?  

 Recently, Princeton University historian Eddie Glaude, Jr. made some waves with the first sentence to 

his new book – America, U.S.A.: How Race Shadows the Nation's Anniversaries. The controversial opening 

sentence reads thusly: “I do not love America, and never have, especially now.” The consternation of 

conservatives was predictable, but even some more liberal-minded folks tried to chide Glaude for his poor 

timing – after all, that’s not how one RSVPs for a birthday party. (Of course, liberals often struggle to 

differentiate between “polite” and “honest,” so maybe this response was also predictable).  

 I feel Glaude. I feel that emptiness where I’m told affection ought to attend. And I feel that, I think, 

because a bottom-up approach to the great American experiment invites us to first focus on our lived 

experiences of this country before focusing on the ideals of this country. Just as theology made a switch from 

top-down to bottom-up – just as I recommend finding a normal partner with whom to pursue the mythic rather 

than trying to marry a myth – I’m wondering if the social malaise surrounding America’s 250th isn’t a reflection 

of chasing ideals that seem systemically destined to stay perpetually out of reach. My real fear? “The idea of 

America” is just a form of propaganda designed to stymie my rejection of our worst offenses; “the idea of 

America” exists to justify every past sin by denying it definitional authority to the word “America.”  

 This is why (to invert Glaude’s words) “I do love Jesus and His Church, and always have, especially 

now.” I love that in Christ I’m not just invited to chase an ideal that I may or may not achieve, but just get to 

have holy community with Him and all His disciples now. I love that while the scriptures are full of myths and 

the specifics of our heavenly destiny is opaque, every present moment with Christ, in Christ, is already good, is 

already a blessing. It’s okay to believe “the best is yet to come,” while also still living in pretty good conditions, 

which strikes me as different from my experiences of being an America where “the best is yet to come” is lived 

out against a backdrop of inequality, vulgarity, prejudice, and injustice. In short, what I love about Jesus is that 

He is more than an idea.  

 Jesus’ Church exists to be an alternative witness to the ways of the world. Sometimes – though rarely – 

the world tries hard and does a few nice things and the difference between “Church” and “world” are minimal 

(public libraries are a good example of this; a place where information, entertainment, and community all 

coalesce in common ownership certainly sounds like “thy Kingdom come”!). Other times, though, the 

distinctions could not be more profound. It is here, then, that I find comfort in the Church, her practices, her 

mercies, and – most of all – her Lord.  

 Jesus is more than an idea. Thank God.  
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Helping Hands – July 10 
Bowling Green area churches have joined together to support families 

and individuals in need with food, hygiene items, and cleaning 

supplies. Our church is excited to be part of this caring community 

effort by collecting hygiene and cleaning products for the assistance 

program. If you’d like to help make a difference, we would be grateful 

for donations of the following items: 

• Children’s pull-ups (sizes 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)  

• Adult Bladder-control disposable underwear (Unisex sizes M, L) 

• Toilet paper 

• Facial Tissues 

• Paper towels 

• Dish soap 

• Laundry detergent/dryer sheets 

• Body wash/shampoo 

• Deodorant 

• Toothpaste 

Please place donations in the box located in the church lobby by July 

5th for distribution on July 10th at the First Christian Church. If you want 

to contribute but don’t have time to shop, a monetary donation can be 

made. The Deacons will do the shopping. 

If you would like to help with the distribution of the cleaning and 

hygiene items, just show up on July 10th from 4 to 6 pm at First 

Christian Church, corner of Poe and Haskins Roads. You will see 

familiar faces. 

Ellyn Stout, Scotty Huntington, Libby 

Dachik, Kathy Sweeney, Lee Liebetreu, 

Anna Beeker, Terri McNamara 

 

Staff at First Presbyterian 

Pastor                                                          

Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley 

fpcbgjeff@gmail.com                

330/931-9165 

Family & Youth Ministries 

Specialist (FYMS)                                            

Amanda Ark                           

akark@bgsu.edu                                    

937/ 844-6787 

Director of Music Ministry                                               

Heather McEwen Goldman  

goldman.heather@gmail.com 

646/326-4058                                            

Office Administrator                  

Tammy Schnitker 

firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 

419/352-5176    

Treasurer, Gale Swanka   

gswanka@bgsu.edu                      

419/575-1478 
  

Joyce Kepke, Financial Secretary 

kepkejm@dacor.net                              

419-270-2958 

Sextons Fernando Hernandez & 

Monica Garcia 

Nursery Worker                                                             

Araya Musselman 

Phone: 419/352-5176                            

E-mail: 

firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com  

Website: firstpresbyterianbg.org  
  

The office is closed daily for 

lunch 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

  

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org/


“COMMUNITY HELPING COMMUNITY”      (Coming in August) 

There is something about fall that simply inspires a fresh start. With the busy summer months behind us, the crisp 

air, changing seasons, and back-to-school preparations and anxieties naturally encourage us to reset and to focus 

on activities that will lead to happier, healthier, and all-round better lives down the road. First Presbyterian’s 

Mission Committee, along with help and support from Christian Nurture and Congregational Care, are planning an 

event for August that will help those of us who attend our church not only reset ourselves for a fresh start, but 

will help our church provide care and support to those who are in need within the community at large, and there 

many such people who live within in our area. The goal here is for our church to provide assistance to the needy 

by supporting some of the foundations that ultimately can improve their livelihoods and opportunities for 

success.  

Although the planning of the three committees is still underway, the following details have been decided upon: 

•       A Fall Reset meal following a worship service will be provided for the First Presby congregants—a happy 

occasion for us to convene, enjoy a meal together, and reset our thinking regarding the new beginnings that fall 

will bring us, in and out of church. The meal will be provided by the three committees who are collaborating on the 

“Community Helping Community” event. 

•     School supplies donations will be collected for Crim School throughout the month of August. (Note: Ohio’s tax-

free days for school clothing, school supplies, and school instructional materials will be on August 7, 8, and 9 this 

year.) 

•    Hygiene items will be collected for Brown Bag—and for Helping Hands. The lists of needed items will be 

provided again later, but they also are provided here for those who would like to get an early start on purchasing 

items to be donated. 

Please be sure to watch for further information regarding the “Community Helping Community” event. Further 

details will be provided as plans become finalized. 

 

  

NEEDED FOR CRIM 
    

* Crayola 24 pack crayons  
* Yellow made in USA pencils              
        (sharpened if possible               
* Crayola thick classic markers            
*  Headphones (not wireless)                                
* Boxes of tissues 
* Bottles of hand sanitizer 

NEEDED FOR BROWN BAG 
Toddlers & Children 
• Regular baby diapers (4,5,6,7,8) 
• Children’s pull-ups (2-3T, 3-4T), 4-5T) 
• Baby wipes   
* Children’s toothpaste/toothbrushes  
Adult Hygiene  
* Adult shampoo 
* Adult body wash 
* Men & women’s deodorant 
* Adult toothbrushes 
* Toilet paper 
* Men’s & women’s razors 
* Women’s pads & tampons 
• Denture cleaners & adhesives 
* Laundry detergent 
• Laundry softener sheets 
• Adult diapers& Incontinence pads 
  Pets 
• All kinds of pet food, wet or dry 

 

NEEDED FOR HELPING HANDS 

• Toothbrushes 
* Women’s deodorant 
* Men’s deodorant 
* Women’s body wash 
* Men’s 3 in 1 body wash 
* Shampoo 
* Conditioner 
* Feminine hygiene pads 
* Paper towels 
* Toilet paper 
* Facial tissues 
* Dish washing detergent 
* Laundry detergent 
* Dryer sheets 
* Baby diapers or pull ons, 4,5,6 
* Adult bladder control pull-ons, 
             S,M,L,XL,2XL 
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Witte's Words 

 Note from the Editor: Karen Witte (said "witty") has been a member of FPCBG for 50+ years. She currently 

resides at BG Manor and isn't able to make it to church, but would still like to bless her church using her God-

given gift with words. She used these gifts in her career as a proofreader for the Sentinel-Tribune. Make sure 

to check out "Witte's Words" each month in the pages of this newsletter. This month’s offers a great way to 

celebrate our God (and maybe the 250th anniversary of our country!)  Enjoy this month’s poem. 

Too Wonderful for Words 

How does one describe the indescribable? 

Omnipotent omniscient, omnipresent-all powerful all know, all present, know the past, present and 

future. Infinite wisdom, goodness, mercy, justice, truth, patience and love? 

One who sees good in the worst of us, one who welcomes the repentant sinner with arms wide 

open, who sent his beloved son to die for our sins that we might be reconciled with him, who 

patiently forgives and forgives then forgets our transgressions. One whose love is justice, and 

mercy personified the epitome of good and love? When I think of his attributes, his goodness and 

blessings in my life, sometimes words fail me and I can only shed tears of gratitude and love. 

Maybe that is the best way to describe our heavenly father whatever else he is, I am firmly 

convinced that the essence of God. The truest way to describe him is one word, the simplest and 

most powerful is love. 

The 2026 Presbyterian Women's annual rummage  sale is scheduled for 

August 21 and 22, 9-3 pm. We will need lots of stuff and lots of helpers to 

make this a successful event!  Now is the time to get control of that clutter! 

Start cleaning out those basements and closets! (Don't bring your 

treasures in until the assigned drop off days TBA). Donations of 

housewares, toys, linens, sporting equipment, etc. can be dropped off in the 

Fellowship Hall starting two weeks prior to the event. There will be more information on drop-off schedules and 

volunteer sign up in the upcoming months.   All proceeds from this event support various projects, disaster 

relief efforts and missions, both domestic and international 

 

Pop-Up Choir Is Back! Love to sing but can't commit to weekly rehearsals? Join the Pop-Up Choir 

this summer! Show up at 9:15 AM on any of the following Sunday: 

July 19th. We'll do a quick warm-up, learn the song together, and sing it in the 10:00 AM service! All 

voices welcome—no experience needed. Just bring your smile, your spirit, and your love of 

music. 
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 It’s been a great 

growing season so 

far this year. The 

weather has been 

warm but not too 

much so. We've also gotten a decent amount of 

rain. Just look at the community garden to see 

how well things have been doing. But this also 

means the weeds have been doing well. If you 

have time to help weed or water, please talk 

to Bob Callecod bcallecod@gmail.com or 

(419) 352-9453. 

 
Tip of the month: We've 

set the date for the fall 

electronics recycling 

event.  It will be Saturday, 

September 19. As you coming across old 

laptops, cords and cables, small appliances, 

batteries and other devices, start putting them 

aside for the event. We're happy to say we will 

once again be partnering with BGSU Office of 

Sustainability and the Senior Center, as well as 

AIM ECycling. 

The book group will resume meeting Tuesday, 

July 14th at 1:00 in the library.  We will begin 

our new book  Remarkably Bright Creatures by 

Shelby VanPelt. Want to join but have questions? 

Contact Judy Martin (419 308-3319). 

 

We are trying out 

another way to sign up 

for the MudHens game 

tickets. Click on the link 

below and you can sign 

up for tickets. If you 

contacted Nettie 

previously you are already on the list. Feel free to 

also email or text Nettie.  

https://tinyurl.com/4n6af82e   Click on Link>Sign 

Up>Save and Continue>Name and number of 

tickets 

 

First Friday for July will be the fireworks at the 
fairground! We have received permission to park 
in the lot at the First Christian Church on the 
corner of Poe and Haskins Rd and set up on their 
front lawn. Bring your chairs, snacks, non-
alcoholic beverages and red, white and blue. 
and meet at 8:30 pm (or later) on Friday, July 
3rd. Fireworks begin at dusk. We will also "pass 
the hat" and collect a donation to the drive-
through food drive at First Christian. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bcallecod@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/4n6af82e


    

JULY 2026 
 

   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1   9-Sort 
Clothes 

2 9:30  
D.S. 
 
8-9 Med 
Grp FH 
 
 
Tam vac. 
Day 
 

3  Church 
Closed - 
Holiday 
8:30 pm 1st Fri 
at 1st Christian 
Church 
(fireworks) 
 

4 
Happy 4th of 
July! 

5  10  Worship 
w/Communion    
11  Fellowship 
1 Guitar Lesson                
4 Girl Scouts                     
7 MRG-GL 
Jeff at Camp 
 

6  Closed 
 
6:30-8:30 BG 
Song – FH 
 
 
Rejoice 

7 
 
6-7 La Conex                     
GL 
8 A.A. - FH 

8   9-Sort 
Clothes 
 
 
5 Trustees 

9   9:30  
D.S. 
. 
 
 
8-9 Med 
Grp FH 

10 
 
 
4:30 Helping 
Hands @ 1st 
Christian 
 
 
 

11 
 
 

12  10  Worship              
11  Fellowship 
11:15 Mission                
1 Guitar Lesson                    
4 Girl Scouts                     
7 MRG-GL 
 

13   Closed 
 
 
 
 
  

14 
1 Book Grp in 
library 
 
 
5:30 Session 
8 A.A. - FH 

15   9-Sort 
Clothes 
 
 
 

 

16    
9:30  D.S. 
9:30 Staff 
Mtg until 
11:15 
8-9 Med 
Grp FH 
 

 

17   
 
 
 
 
Tam vac. Day 

18 

19  10  Worship 
11  Fellowship 
11:30 Deacons          
1 Guitar Lesson              
4 Girl Scouts                     
7 MRG-GL 
 

20   Closed 21     
1 Book Grp in 
library 
7- Cong. Care 
& Christian 
Nurture 
8 A.A. - FH 

22   9-Sort 
Clothes 

23    
9:30  D.S. 
 
   
 
8-9 Med 
Grp FH 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
Tam vac. day 

25   
 

26 10  Worship 
(guest pastor)           
11  Fellowship 
1 Guitar Lesson   
4 Girl Scouts                     
7 MRG-GL 
 

27  Closed 28  Aug.  
Newsletter 
Ddln. 
1 Book Grp in 
library 
8 A.A. - FH 

29  9-Sort 
Clothes 

30 
9:30  D.S. 
9:30 Staff 
Mtg until 
11:15 
8-9 Med 
Grp FH 

31  
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July Birthdays 

 

July 07  Jenny Ludwig, Alli Larson 

July 14  Hudson Nadler 

July 17  Daniel Weisert 

July 20  Joan Callecod 

July 22  Cathy Horger 

July 23  Larry Nader, Glenn Kirkconnell 

July 24  Laura Fischer, Miranda Douglas 

July 25  Kalie Billiot 

2026 Officers of the Church 

SESSION 

Class of 2026:  Dar Bevelhymer, Karla Geyman,                                 
   Chris Williams                                                           
Class of 2027:  Anne Moser, Christine Guenther,  
   Lisa Lawson 
Class of 2028:  Jen Codding, Michael Botts 
 

Moderator: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley:            
Clerk: Anne Moser 
  

DEACONS 
Class of 2026:   Kathy Sweeney, Lee Liebetreu                                               
Class of 2027:   Libby Dachik, Scotty Huntington,  
       Ellyn Stout                                                   
Class of 2028:   Anna Beeker , Terri McNamara  
 

Chair: Terri McNamara    Secretary: Libby Dachik  
  

TRUSTEES 
Class of 2026:  Lowell Nees, Dana Nemeth                                                 
Class of 2027:  Rosemary Apple, Chet Marcin                                                     
Class of 2028:  Mike Evans, Joyce Kepke 
 

Chair: Dana Nemeth                                                                    
  

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

126 South Church Street              

Bowling Green OH 43402  

phone:419/352-5176 

email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 

web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org/

