SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
November 30, 2025 18t Sunday of Advent 10:00 a.m.
*Please stand if you are comfortable standing. LITURGIST: Tina Ohmart Mendoza

PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Plainsong, Arr. Dan Coates
ANNOUNCEMENTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
The Reading and the Lighting of The Candle Isaiah9:6-7
One: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Peace. May the visitation of
your Holy Spirit, O God, make us ready for coming of Jesus, our hope, our
joy and our peace.

All: O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
INTROIT Advent Candle Blessings Barbara Wallace
PASSING OF THE PEACE
*HYMN #88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs.1-3) Veni Emmanuel

CALL TO CONFESSION (liturgist)

The Kingdom of God is more than we can comprehend — and all the more so when
we trade real peace for just the lack of conflict. Yet the grace of this Kingdom is greater than
all the judgments in the world. Thus, we are safe to approach the throne of grace once
again. Let us pray.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

O promised Christ: We are a world at war. Our peace depends on your coming. We
are a sinful people. Our pardon depends on your coming. We are full of good
intentions but weak at keeping promises; our only hope of doing God’s will is that
you should come and help us do it. Lord Christ, Word made flesh, our world waits for
your peace, for your pardon, and for your grace. Even so: come, Lord Jesus.

SILENT CONFESSION
KYRIE While We Are Waiting, Come

DECLARATION OF PARDON (liturgist)

One: As we hear the ancient prophecies of the coming of the Messiah, we long for the day
when death will be swallowed up and every tear will be wiped away. As we wait
expectantly for Christ’s promised return, we live in the assurance of God’s gracious
forgiveness. Believe the Good News of the Gospel.

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn #623 (vs.1)

“Pve Got Peace like a River” Peace Like A River

I've got peace like a river; I've got peace like a river;
I've got peace like a river, in my soul. (x2)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
MOMENT FOR EDUCATION

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 2:1-5

ANTHEM A Gaelic Blessing (Deep Peace) Roland Martin
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 24:36-44
SERMON The Peaceable Kingdom

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison) The Confession of 1967

One: Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city, a father's
house, a new heaven and earth, a marriage feast, and an unending day culminate in
the image of the kingdom.

All:  The kingdom represents the triumph of God over all that resists God’s will and
disrupts God’s creation. Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the
world, stirring hope in all and preparing the world to receive its ultimate
judgment and redemption.

One: With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and
strives for a better world. It does not identify limited progress with the kingdom of
God on earth, nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat.

All:  In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement to the final
triumph of God.

One: “Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly
than all we ask or think, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all
generations, forever and ever. Amen.”

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER

OFFERING OUR TITHES and GIFTS
Offertory Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Arr. M. Hayes
*Doxology (Unison) Hymn #606
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Venmo



*HYMN #373 O Day of Peace Jerusalem

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Keep Your Lamps

*POSTLUDE The Wexford Carol Mark Hayes

PRAYERS: All those adversely affected by war and all acts of violence, all victims of hate
crimes, the residents at JDC & JRC, The family of Michael Neal (Lee Liebetreu’s son), Ashton’s
father, Scott Guthrie, Amanda Pirooz (friend of Ellyn Stout), Dave Hyslop & Sharon, Elizabeth
Barnett, Chet Musselman, Miranda Douglas, Linda Myers, Ken Oman, Scott Muellich & David &
Mindy Shaner (relatives of Scotty Huntington); Anna Beeker’s parents, Mahmoud & family, the
LGBTQIA+ Community, all victims of abuse, racial inequalities, those picking up and trying to
recover from surgery and loss.

This is a MORE LIGHT Presbyterian Church!

A “More Light” Presbyterian church welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons to full

participation in the life, ministry, and witness of the congregation. We work

M ORE L| G HT to expand the inclusiveness of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
There are no closed doors here.
PRESBYTERIANS

Christ Welcomes All Here!

First Presbyterian Church www.firstpresbyterianbg.org

More Light Presbyterians www.mlp.org
STAFF MEMBERS
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley, Pastor [fpcbgjeff@gmail.com] 330/931-9165
Heather McEwen Goldman, Music Director [goldman.heather@gmail.com] 646/326-4058
Amanda Ark, Family & Youth Ministries Specialist (FYMS) [akark@bgsu.edu] 937/844-6787
Tammy L. Schnitker Office Administrator [firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com] 419/352-5176
Gale Swanka, Treasurer [gswanka@bgsu.edu] 419/575-1478

Fernando Hernandez and Monica Garcia, Sextons
Araya Musselman, Nursery Worker

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” text: Latin prose, pre-9™" cent.; trans. composite.; Music: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas
Helmore, 1852; arr. John Weaver, 1988; Music Arr.© 1990 John Weaver; One License #718132-A

“O Day of Peace’: text: Carl P. Daw Jr., 1982.; music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1916, harm. Charles H. Webb,1987.; Text © 1982
Hope Publishing Company, Music Melody © 1916, 1944, this Arr. © 1977 Roberton Publications (admin. Goodmusic Publishing
Ltd.), Music Harm. Music Harm. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company) One
License#718132-A

“Pve Got Peace like a River’: text: and music: Arican American spiritual; One License#718132-A

First Presbyterian Church

A More Light Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
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But about that
day or hour no
one knows, not

even the angels

in heaven, nor
the Son, but

only the Father.

Matthew 24:36
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Week of November 30 thru December 7

O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship Service
lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 11:15 a.m.  Fellowship & refreshments (FH)
shall come to thee, O Israel. 3:30 p.m.  Girl Scout mtg. (GL)
7:00 p.m. Meditation/Recovery Group (Green Lounge)
MONDAY Church office is Closed on Monday

? COT:’ thotl:] V\;Iidoml fr;)m OE hlg_h’ v(\;hto orseregt ?1” things Tlght"ﬁ S TUESDAY 1:00 p.m. Book Group (Green Lounge)
° L_JS_ © path ot knowledge Show; and teach US In herways fo go. Rejoice: 5:30 p.m. ESL Classes (various rooms in CE wing)
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 8:00 p.m. AA. (GL)

WEDNESDAY 9:00 a.m. Sorting Clothes in the Deacons’ Shop

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’'s height in 3:00 p.m. Trumpet lessons (Choir Room)
ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe. Rejoice! 5:30 p.m. WeMeet meal & fellowship (FH)
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. THURSDAY 9:30 a.m. Deacons’ Shop is open to the public

Staff meeting in Jeff’s office (office closed)
5:30 p.m. ESL Classes (CE Wing)
O Day of Peace 6:00 p.m. Bell Choir rehearsal (Bell Room)
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal (choir room)

O day of peace that dimly shines through all our hopes and prayers and 7:00 p.m.  Meditation Group (GL)

dreams, guide us to justice, truth, and love, delivered from our selfish FRIDAY 6:00 p.m. First Friday @ Sunset Bistro

schemes. May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from envy find SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship Service- 2" Sunday of Advent

release, till by God’s grace our warring world shall see Christ’'s promised reign

of peace. The Mitten Tree The mitten tree has arrived. Help us decorate it with ien
mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, earmuffs, and socks for adults and children Tree

Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce devour the small; of all ages. The donated items will be given out at the Deacons’ Christmas

as beasts and cattle calmly graze, a little child shall lead them all. Then Breakfast and throughout the winter months in the Deacons’ Shop.

enemies shall learn to love, all creatures find their true accord; the hope of
peace shall be fulfilled, for all the earth shall know the Lord. SAVE THE DATE! Wednesday, December 10" at 6 pm will have our annual
Congregational Church Christmas Party! Come and bring a dish to share.
The church will provide dinner rolls and the main dish. If you can’t bring a

dish, still come, we will have plenty! Ways to help us: 1. Help decorate on

Tues. Dec. 9™ at 4:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 2. Help set-up the day of the
party at 5 p.m. 3. Help clean up after the party at 7:30. The church would
also love to have some RSVPs this year so we know what kinds of dishes will
be brought. Please let Carolyn Layne know what you are bringing via text (419) 356-4776
or email (bgscgatorsheadcoach@gmail.com).

F I'RVS T First Friday for December will be December 5th, at 6 pm at Sunset
Bistro, 1220 W Wooster St in BG. Please RSVP to Nettie by
Wednesday, December 3rd. Nettierose@aol.com or 419-262-7889.



mailto:Nettierose@aol.com
mailto:bgscgatorsheadcoach@gmail.com

THIS IS THE LAST DAY TO ORDER POINSETTIAS - See
Debbie Zapitelli today to place order! Presbyterian Women are
pleased to offer red poinsettias for sale from Bench’s Greenhouse
to decorate the church sanctuary for Christmas and to
commemorate and honor the memory of loved ones. The total
cost is $13.00 per plant. Checks should be made payable to
POINSETT[ AS Presbyterian Women with the word “poinsettia” on the memo

line. Money may be placed in the church offering plate or mailed
to the church office. Individuals who purchase flowers may pick them up after the service on
December 241",

Please fill out your poinsettia order with the following information:
Name:
Phone#

In honor or memory of:

Number of poinsettias ordered:
Total Cost:

- Helping Hands is an ecumenical project supporting the
D Z AC O NS BG community with food and hygiene items on the
Following 1o Lead | Luading 1o Sewe second Friday of the month. Our church supports the
program with donations of hygiene and cleaning products. For December, we need
baby diapers sizes 4, 5, 6, feminine hygiene pads, toilet paper, tissues, paper
towels, dish soap, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, body wash, shampoo,
deodorant, toothbrushes. Your donations are appreciated and will be picked up from
the box located in the church lobby on Sunday, December 7th for the next distribution
date of December 12th. If you don’t have time to shop, a monetary donation can be

made by check, Venmo or Pay Pal. The Deacons will do the shopping for you.

The Deacons’ Christmas Breakfast Ministry is December 13t
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“ Deacons’

* G%I’LSUI/VIMt hard time around the holiday season. With rising costs, your support
wmhﬁ matters more than ever. Participating families and individuals will
“ W 1 receive a $100 Aldi gift card. Children will receive a $40 Walmart gift

We have a long-standing tradition of helping those who are having a

77 card. There is still time to donate. Please write a check payable to
the Flrst Presbyterian Church and note “Deacons’ Xmas” on the memo line.

Donations can also be made through Venmo and PayPal.

Join the Deacons for a wonderful event that will fill your heart with the grace of the
holiday season. The Deacons are looking for volunteers to help with the event held at the
Wood County Senior Center on Grove St. You can volunteer using the form below and

placing it in the donation plate or signing up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall.

December 12

Set-Up at W.C. Senior Center (set-up time to be determined)

December 13

Kitchen Staff - 8:00 — 10:30 (Prepare breakfast with Mick Ingraham, WCCOA Facility
Manager)

Serve Breakfast — 9:30 — 11:00

Guest Check In - 9:00 - 11:30

Hosts — 9:00 — 11:30 (Direct people to the breakfast, help carry trays, answer questions)

Bus Tables — 10:00 — 11:00

Clean-up — 11:00 — 12:00 (Final wipe down of tables, remove decorations)




