
      SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

January 11, 2026                  Baptism of the Lord Sunday                             10:00 a.m. 
*Please stand if you are comfortable standing.                LITURGIST: Christopher Williams  

 

PRELUDE                         Pastorale                       Philip Hayes 
      

WELCOMING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INTROIT         God Reigns! Let Earth Rejoice! 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                    Psalm 29:1-3, 10-11 
One: Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
All: Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
One: The voice of the Lord is over the waters;  
All: The God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty waters. 
One: The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;  
All: The Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 
One: May the Lord give strength to his people!  
All: May the Lord bless his people with peace!                                                              
                     

*HYMN #475   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing     Nettleton 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION (liturgist) 
 In baptism, you were marked and sealed as Christ’s own. But too often we hide 
whose we are and we break bonds with God and one another. Let us, therefore, confess our 
sins as a way of honoring God’s claim on our lives through our baptisms. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
 Merciful God, in baptism you grafted us into the body of Christ, promising us 
forgiveness of sin and newness of life. But we fail to live as forgiven people. We keep 
destructive habits and hold grudges. We allow our past to hold us hostage and are 
reluctant to welcome newness. In your loving-kindness have mercy on us and free us 
from sin. Remind us of the promises you have made to us in baptism so that we may 
live as your people, claimed in the waters of promise.                                    
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
 

DECLARATION OF PARDON (responsive) 
One: Friends, hear the good news! Though we are unworthy, we are granted God’s favor 
 in Jesus Christ and are baptized into the church of his beloved Son. Friends, believe 
 the good news! 
All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
                                                            
 
   
 

NOMINATIONS FOR  

2026 OFFICERS 
 

SESSION:  JENNIFER CODDING 

           MICHAEL BOTTS 

           (UNFILLED) 
 

DEACONS:   TERRI McNAMARA 

     ANNA BEEKER 
     

TRUSTEES:  MIKE EVANS 

     JOYCE KEPKE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Week of January 11 thru January 18, 2026 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship Service w/Congregational Mtg. & Elections 

  11:15  a.m. Fellowship & refreshments  (FH) 

    7:00 p.m. Meditation/Recovery Group (Green Lounge) 

MONDAY     Church office is Closed on Monday 

TUESDAY   1:00  p.m.  Book Group (Green Lounge) 

    6:00  p.m. La Conexion mtg. (Green Lounge) 

    8:00  p.m. A.A. (GL) 

WEDNESDAY  9:00 a.m. Sorting Clothes in the Deacons’ Shop 

    4:30  p.m. Trustees mtg. (Gathering Place) 

    6:30 p.m. WCTS (GL)   

THURSDAY   9:30  a.m. Deacons’ Shop open to public 

    Staff mtg. Pastor Jeff’s office 

    5:00  p.m. Worship mtg. (Pastor’s office) 

    6:00  p.m. Bell Rehearsal 

    7:00  p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

    8:00  p.m. Meditation Group (FH)   

FRIDAY     Office Closed in Observance of MLK day  

    2025 Annual Reports Due to office  

SUNDAY 10:00  a.m. Worship Service & Ordination/Installation 

 

Deadline for 2025 Annual Reports from Committee Chairs will be Friday, Jan.  16th. All 

reports are to be emailed to the church office, ready and will be assembled the week of Jan. 

19-23. 

 
Christmas decorations—As you pack away your Christmas decorations, you may find 

there are some you no longer need. You can donate those unwanted decorations to next 

year’s Jingle Jumble Sale. Just box them up and bring them up to the 3rd floor of the church 

for storage and please mark them “Xmas decorations for the Jingle Jumble Sale”.  Thank 

you! 

 

Kindred Spirits Circle will be meeting on Monday, Jan. 19th at 4:30 pm in the church 

library to discuss The Widow with Two Mites parable.  Everyone is welcome to join us. 

 
 
 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #134           Joy to the World   Antioch 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
Let earth receive her king; let every heart prepare him room,  

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.                                                      

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

MOMENT FOR EDUCATION 
                                                                            

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                         Matthew 3:13-17                                                             
 

ANTHEM         Down to the River to Pray             Robert Lee 
       

SCRIPTURE READING                                                            Galatians 3:23-29                                                                 
 

SERMON    “Suds and Duds” 
                        

REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Sentences of Scripture          1 Corinthians 12:12-13 
 

One: Hear these words from holy scripture: Just as the body is one and has many 
 members, and all the members of the body, though man, are one body, so it is with 
 Christ. 
All: For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, 
 slaves or free – and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  
 

Profession of Faith (responsively) 
One: Beloved people of God, our baptism is the sign and seal of our cleansing from sin, 
 and of our being grafted into Christ. Through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of 
 Christ, the power of sin was broken and God’s kingdom entered our world. Through 
 our baptism we were made citizens in God’s kingdom, and freed from the bondage of 
 sin. Let us celebrate that freedom and redemption through the renewal of the 
 promises made at our baptism. I ask you, therefore, once again to reject sin, to 
 profess your faith in Christ Jesus, and to confess the faith of the church, the faith in 
 which we were baptized. 
 Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and 
 renounce evil and its power in the world? 
All: I renounce them. 
One: Who is your Lord and Savior? 
All: Jesus Christ is my Lord and Savior. 
One: Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word and showing his love? 
All: I will, with God’s help. 
One: With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 
  
 



Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Glory to you, O God – your voice is over the waters, full of power and majesty. Your word 
shakes the wilderness and blesses us with peace. We give you thanks and praise for the 
new thing you have done in Jesus Christ our Savior. Baptized by John in the Jordan, you 
anointed him with your Holy Spirit and claimed him as your beloved Son. We give you 
thanks and praise that by the grace of our baptism, you have claimed us as well and poured 
out the gifts of your Spirit so that we might be dead to sin and alive to you in Christ Jesus. 
Continue to pour out your Spirit upon us. Empower us to love and serve you and live as your 
faithful people, bearing witness to the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen.  
Remember your baptism and be thankful. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.  
 Amen. 
 

Aspersion 
 

The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you.  
 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (we say “debts”) 

OFFERING OUR TITHES and GIFTS 
 Offertory                            Moderato                Ch. H. Rinck 
 Doxology 
 

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

                        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

*HYMN #482    Baptized in Water                Bunessan 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Take Me to the Water 
 

POSTLUDE                          Wade In the Water                                  Gary Norian 
                        
 

Come, thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing; tune my heart to sing thy grace; streams of 
 mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. Teach me some melodious 
 sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of 
 God’s unchanging love! 
 
2. Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come; and I hope, by thy good 
 pleasure, safely to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering 
 from the fold of God; he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 
3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be! Let that grace now, like a 
 fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee. Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to 
 leave the God I love; here’s my heart; O take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 
 

Baptized in Water 
 

1. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood of Christ our King; 
 heirs of salvation, trusting the promise, faithfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 
2. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with Christ our King;                 
 one with his rising, freed and forgiven, thankfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 
3. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of Christ our King;              
 born of the Spirit, we are God’s children; joyfully now God’s praised we sing. 
 
 

Venmo 



 
PRAYERS: All those adversely affected by war and all acts of violence, all victims of hate 
crimes, the residents at JDC & JRC, Ashton’s father, Scott Guthrie, Amanda Pirooz (friend of 
Ellyn Stout), Dave Hyslop & Sharon, Elizabeth Barnett, Chet Musselman, Miranda Douglas, 
Linda Myers, Ken Oman; Anna Beeker’s parents, Mahmoud & family, the LGBTQIA+ 
Community, all victims of abuse, racial inequalities, those picking up and trying to recover from 
surgery and loss.    
                            

This is a MORE LIGHT Presbyterian Church! 
 

A “More Light” Presbyterian church welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons to full 

participation in the life, ministry, and witness of the congregation. We work 

to expand the inclusiveness of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)   

There are no closed doors here. 

Christ Welcomes All Here! 
 

 First Presbyterian Church www.firstpresbyterianbg.org                                                                                 

 More Light Presbyterians           www.mlp.org  www.mlp.org 
 

 

STAFF MEMBERS                      
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley, Pastor [fpcbgjeff@gmail.com]                  330/931-9165 
Heather McEwen Goldman, Music Director [goldman.heather@gmail.com]               646/326-4058 
Amanda Ark, Family & Youth Ministries Specialist (FYMS) [akark@bgsu.edu]                                   937/844-6787 
Tammy L. Schnitker Office Administrator [firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com]                                        419/352-5176 
Gale Swanka, Treasurer [gswanka@bgsu.edu]                  419/575-1478 
Joyce Kepke, Financial Secretary [kepkejm@dacor.net]                 419/270-2958 
Fernando Hernandez and Monica Garcia, Sextons 
Araya Musselman, Nursery Worker 

 
 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ” text: Robert Robinson, 1758, alt...; Music: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 
Part Second, 1813.;; One License #718132-A  
“Baptized in Water” text: Michael A. Saward, 1981, t; Music: Gaelic melody; arr. Dale Grotenhuis, 1985; Text © 1982 The 
Jubilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing Company); Music Arr. © 1987 Faith Alive Christian Resources One License#718132-A 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
A More Light Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  

126 S. Church St., Bowling Green, OH 43402 
 
 
 

 

“Suds and Duds” 
 
 
 
 
 

January 11, 2026 
 
 

Phone: 419-352-5176 

Email: firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
Like us on Facebook 

Webpage: www.firstpresbyterianbg.org 
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