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“Into the Wilderness: Dispatches from
Camp Rejoice”
By Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley
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My fourth summer at Camp Rejoice at the Kirkmont Center led me “Into the Wilderness” (this year’s
theme). Wilderness'’s work was viewed three-dimensionally — e.g., the fear in it, the unity it inspires, what it can
reveal, and how it always awaits us. Most importantly, the wilderness was approached as a place that, no
matter its emotional impact on us at any given moment, is a place still run through with the presence of God.

I'll freely admit that each year’s camp theme is little more than just a new metaphor by with and through
which to see our God and this faith. And like any good metaphor that is derived from scripture and conversant
with culture, there are moments that are thicker in meaning and those that are thinner; there are moments
when the metaphor really works and moments where it is being stretched just short of its breaking point. That's
okay. If any of us became deeply self-reflective, we’d probably all find that this is true in our own attempts to
articulate our faith. That said, | found this year’s theme of “Into the Wilderness” to be uniquely creative, as well
as challenging.

At first blush, it is a terrible theme. So often in scripture (and in life) “wilderness” names a dangerous
place, a scary place, a wild place, a solitary place. And to this year’s theme’s great credit, it did not shy away
from these presumptions. The wilderness is dangerous/scary/wild/lonely. And yet... and yet, when Christ
strides through the wilderness — when God moves through it — the wilderness is not so much changed as who
we are in the wilderness is transformed. With Christ by our side, God in our hearts, and the Spirit leading the
way, we are like Israel in their exodus wanderings looking at the serpent Moses erected on a large pole so that
the actual serpents at our ankles don't bite us (see: Numbers 21). That is, we are safe, not because our
context is safe but because our God is the Savior.

Personally, my favorite moment in camp as it relates to this theme came at our closing worship service
on Friday. Friday is always a communion service at Camp Rejoice and while the rains had driven us away from
our normal firepit sanctuary and into Goodrich Hall (where we take our meals), spirits were still up and the
campers fully engaged. During my sermon at that service, | asked for a camper volunteer. After highlighting all
the ways that the wilderness can be scary, | asked the camper if she would like to be safe from all that. When
she said yes, | and my Bible study co-leader, the Rev. Katie Treadway (from First Presbyterian Church in
Tiffin), wrapped her in bubble wrap. Layer after protective layer, we made sure that she was protected from any
and all damage. Of course, her arms and legs we immobilized (we wouldn’t want anything to happen to them!),
which did impede her participation when | invited the rest of the campers to begin dancing, and then further
impeded her participation when campers gave each other side hugs, and even stymied her efforts when |
asked all the campers to wrap their arms around themselves in a self-hug. After unwinding my brave volunteer,
I noted that if we feared the wilderness too much and sought out the greatest safety, we’d also likely cut
ourselves off from joy (dancing), love (side hugs), and self-care (self-hug). Life needs joy and love.

My hope was not to inspire a reckless embrace of the dangerous, but to name and demonstrate what
we lose when we fear the wilderness more than we trust our God. Good things in life — holy things in life — like
joy and love (and probably justice and grace and hope) become inaccessible when we wrap ourselves up in
layers of homemade protection. (Also, if I'm being honest, | don’t think there was enough bubble wrap to fully
protect this camper... then again, when we’re afraid, doesn’t it always feel like there’s not enough protection in
the world?).

Ideally, a time may come when all the wilderness in the world has been loved into communion with God
and fellowship with us. The wilderness is not, of course, inherently bad; it is as much a part of God’s creation
as you and I. The wilderness may be scary, but it is not irredeemable. But until that time, it will take people of
real faith, trusting God, and entering the wilderness of life wherein “wilderness” names less a geographic space
and more any place that we fear, reject, ignore, avoid, sublimate, or revile.

My hope with this newsletter article (and with “Camp Sunday” this Sunday, August 2) is that all God’s
children — not just those under 18 but those who are double, triple, quadruple that many years old — find
themselves inspired to reappraise the wilderness and to seek our ultimate safety with the God who walks
through the wilderness with us. Amen.
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Extending love to our neighbours

COME JOIN THE “NEW” OUTREACH COMMITTEE

“When individuals and groups in the church learn to offer to AND receive from one another, when they are
open to being transformed, the church proclaims a message of hope and healing in a world that is polarized
and divided.” Safwat Marzouk

This fall, the Outreach Commiittee is setting new goals for itself, and we hope we can count on your
support. In July, | had the good fortune of hearing Safwat Marzouk, Egyptian-born theologian Old Testament
professor at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, VA, talk about his vision of an intercultural church. |
borrowed his statement above because it has galvanized me to rethink the mission of the Outreach Committee.
Safwat Marzouk’s vision of an intercultural church fosters “just diversity” and celebrates difference. How, do
you think, can we support our diverse communities most effectively and build on our so that interfaith initiatives
at First Presbyterian Church BG?

Here are a few ideas that Pastor Jeff and | discussed: We are lucky enough to live in a diverse
community right here in BG. We happen to share our space with three lively yet very different groups that
represent people that have traditionally been underserved and disenfranchised.

1. La Conexion,
2. BGO Prideand W
3. Work Leads to Independence.

Do you know what the goals these groups have set for themselves? Do you know of other such groups
or community partners in BG about whom we could/ should learn more and who could use our support as well?
These could include 7he Cocoon, Alcoholics Anonymous, BG Song, Kiwanis, to name but a few.

The Outreach Committee seeks individuals who are willing to serve as liaison to one of the numerous
communities in our town. (Particulars about what that entails can be discussed at our monthly meetings.) It is
our vision that we can continue to strengthen bridges between our diverse communities in BG by staying
informed about what each is doing. We know, too, that we will be transformed through these more intentional
encounters with one another. As soon as | know who would like to join this group, I'll send out a doodle poll to
find a good monthly meeting time. If you are interested in joining us, you can reach me at cquenth@bgsu.edu
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Have you seen the new picnic tables in the church green space? We recently
added 2 new tables, in addition to the table that Brie Bradshaw left for us a few

years ago. The tables are particularly used by members of the community, often
when they are attending an event in Wooster Green or just hanging out in the
area. Many thanks to Corky for suggesting that we buy tables and then picking

them up, and to Bob for staining them. We also appreciate Corky and Dar doing
some repairs on the original table. Dar also did more weeding in the labyrinth - thank you!

Make sure you've put Our Annual Electronics Recycling Event on your calendar. It will take place on
Saturday, September 19 from 9 am to 1 pm in the parking lot of the Senior Center. Ther's more information in
the flyer. Note that our partner AIM ECycling has had to begin charging for the ECycling of flat screen TV's, so
we need to pass that cost along. We are pleased to be working with BGSU Office of Sustainability again this
year, along with the Senior Center, AIM, and Wood County Solid Waste Management.

Tip of the month: Did you know that Germany recycles about 2/3 of its municipal waste? The
US only recycles about 24%, while we bury or burn about 180 million tons of trash

: annually. That's not a very good track record for the US. (Source: Washington Post, July 21,
2026).

How can we recycle more and throw away less? Take a look at the City of Bowling Green website for what you
can recycle https://www.bgohio.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4886/Recycling-Guide-PNG?bidld=

o We can recycle paper, plastics, glass, cardboard, carton, and metal cans.

o Do not put plastic bags, yard waste, or food waste in your curbside recycling container.

o Ifyou live in an area where curbside recycling is not available, you can bring it to the recycling
center off N. College and Poe.

o Yard waste and food waste (or compost) can be taken to drop off areas just a little east of the
recycling center near the airport.

Community Helping Community

This month the Deacons have teamed up with the Mission and Christian Nurture
Committees to bring you a nhew program, Community Helping Community. We will be
collecting food, household items, and school supplies to support area families and
individuals. We will divide the collected supplies between Helping Hands, the Brown Bag
Project, and Crim Elementary School. If you are interested in supplying personal hygiene
or cleaning supplies, we would be grateful for donations of the following items:

e Children’s pull-ups (sizes 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)

e Adult Bladder-control disposable underwear (Unisex sizes M, L)
e Toilet paper

e Facial Tissues

e Papertowels

e Dish soap

e Laundry detergent/dryer sheets

e Body wash/shampoo

e Deodorant

e Toothpaste

Deacons Team: Ellyn Stout, Scotty Huntington, Libby Dachik, Kathy Sweeney, Lee
Liebetreu, Anna Beeker, Terri McNamara
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Three of our church’s committees Christian Nurture, Congregational Care,
@ m m Sy and Mission are endeavoring to help not just one community service but three! Why?

Well, much like Spring is a sign of new beginnings, Fall is the beginning of a new
school year, new sports season, new roles in life, many in our community face new struggles in being able to
provide school supplies, lunches for school, and basic supplies just to get by.

Starting August 2" through August 30" these committees will be collecting school supplies and basic
everyday living supplies for three well-deserving organizations: Brown Bag, Helping Hands, and School
Supplies for Crim elementary school. There will be 3 different collection bins for each in an area TBD.

(Note: Ohio’s tax-free days for school clothing, school supplies and materials will be on Aug. 7, 8 and 9 this
year.) If shopping isn’t your favorite thing to do you can always donate to the church through PayPal, Venmo,
or Zelle and of course by check or cash. Please make checks payable to the church and on the memo, line
write “community helping community” and our energetic committee members will do the shopping for you!:)

Below is a list of needs for each organization.

Helping Hands Items Needed
* Toothbrushes
' Toulhp‘dslc
* Women’s Deodorant
* Men's Deodorant
* Women’s Body Wash
* Men’s 3-in-1 Body Wash
* Shampoo
* Conditioner
* Feminine Hygiene Pads
* Paper Towels

* Toilet Paper

« Facial Tissues

* Dish Washing Detergent

* Laundry Detergent

* Dryer Sheets

* Baby Diapers or Pull-ons,
sizes4. 5.6

* Adult Bladder Control Pull-ons,
sizes S, M, L, XL, 2XL

Brown Bag Project Items Needed
YOUNG TODDLER AND CHILDREN NEEDS

* Children’s diapers - sizes 4,5.6,7, and §
* Children’s pull-ups, like a diaper but no tabs,
sizes 2-3T, 3-4T, 4-5T

* Baby wipes

* Children’s toothpaste and tooth brushes

* Children’s body wash — three-in-one
ADULT HYGIENE NEEDS

* Need adult shampoo

* Adult Body Wash

* Men and women'’s deodorant

* Adult toothbrushes

* Toilet paper

* Men and women’s razors

* Women's hygiene products — pads and tampons

* Denture cleaners and adhesives

* Laundry detergent

* Laundry softener sheets

* Adult diapers and incontinence pads
PET NEEDS

* All kinds of pet food. wet or dry

School Supplies Needed

* Black dry erase pens (always)

* Crayola 24pack crayons

* Yellow made in USA pencils
(sharpened if possible)

* Crayola thick classic markers

* Headphones (not wireless)

* Boxes of tissues

* Bottles of hand sanitizer

* Disinfectant wipes

* Pink crasers

* Pencil top erasers

* Money




9:00 AM

Electronics
Recycling Drive

Saturday, September 19th
-1:00 PM

140 S Grove St, Bowling Green, OH 43402
Drive-in, Drive-out /No Contact/Free - except for TVs

Due to the increased processing costs to recycle flatscreen
TVs, our recycler is charging $1.00/ lb for each TV screen

What can be recycled?
Anything with a cord or

that’s battery operated:

» Desktop Computers, Laptops & Monitors
e TVs (flatscreens/LCDs ONLY) - $1.00/1b.

o We will have a scale at the event

o Cash or credit accepted
Printers & Other IT/Office Equipment
Wires/Cables/Cords/Light Ballasts
Small household & kitchen appliances
Cellphones/Telephones
Cameras & AV Equipment

Game Consoles & VCR/DVD Players
Electronic Tools
Fans & Much More! g

NO tube TVs or CRT screens

Batteries of All Kinds
NO refrigerators, A/C units, or large appliances

‘Directions: One- way
Enter from Grove, exit from Buttonwood

For more info, please visit:

bgsu.edu/ewaste

Clean out those garages, basements, & attics!

More than 50 million tons of electronic waste is produced
tavedrwear in the U.S., with the majority ending up in
andfills.

This is your chance to recycle unwanted electronic devices
in an environmentally safe way!

Includes certified destruction of hard
drives & other data-bearing devices.

Hosted by:
Office of “ .
C ‘ DL >
BGSU |gmos o, ®° @ pdiY:
BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY

Ouestions? Reach out to greenbg@bgsu.edu e e
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Ecycling




Witte’s Words

Note from the Editor: Karen Witte (said "witty") has been a member of FPCBG for 50+ years. She currently
resides at BG Manor and isn't able to make it to church, but would still like to bless her church using her God-
given gift with words. She used these gifts in her career as a proofreader for the Sentinel-Tribune. Make sure

to check out "Witte's Words" each month in the pages of this newsletter. Enjoy this month’s poem.

Show and Tell

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing

Praises to my Lord and King
He gave me new life, He gave me breath.
He saved by soul from endless death
Every good thing that | see
Is a perfect gift from thee
Father may your will be done
From dawn of day to setting sun
Nothing else will pay the price
Of getting into paradise
Help me stay close by your side
And keep me from the sin of pride
Help me, please, to honor you
In everything | say and do
By you I've been so richly blessed
| owe to you my very best.
You gave to me a special gift
Of words, may | use them, Lord,
To life hearts and souls up to you.
Tell others of your love so true.
Help me live the words | say
That my actions point the way to you,
Eternal and divine. | am yours

And you are mine.



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 Closed 4 5 6 7 8
10 Worship 1 Book Grp. 9-Sort 9:30 D.S.
w/Communion Clothes 6 1st Friday
11 Fellowship 8A.A. —FH 8-9 Med Grp | at Casa Rio
1 Guitar Lesson FH
4 Girl Scouts
7 MRG-GL Tammy
vacation

9 10 Closed 11 12 13 14 15
10 Worship 11 1 Book Grp 9-Sort 9:30 D.S.
Fellowship Clothes
1 Guitar Lesson 5:30 Session
4 Girl Scouts 6-7 La Conex | 2 Finance 4:30 Helping
7 Summer 6:30-8:30 BG | GL mtg 8-9 Med Grp | Hands @ 1*t
Vespers @ City | Song - FH 8A.A. —FH 5 Trustees FH Christian
Park
7 MRG-GL Tammy vacation >
16 17 Closed 18 19 20 21 22
10 Worship 1 Book Grp 9-Sort 9:30 D.S. 9-3 9-3
11 Fellowship Clothes & Staff Mtg. | Rummage Rummage
1 Guitar Lesson Sale - FH Sale - FH
4 Girl Scouts 7 1st Choir
7 MRG-GL Rehearsal

8AA. -FH 8-9 Med Grp

FH

23 24 Closed 25 26 27 28 29

Sept. Newlttr | 9-Sort 9:30 D.S.
10 Worship Deadline Clothes & Staff Mtg.
11 Fellowship 5 Worship
1 Guitar Lesson 1 Book Grp 7 Choir
4 Girl Scouts 7- Cong. Care Rehearsal
7 MRG-GL & Christian 8-9 Med Grp

Nurture FH

8AA.-FH
30 31 Closed
10 Worship
11 Fellowship
1 Guitar Lesson
4 Girl Scouts

7 MRG-GL




August 01
August 02

August 03
August 05
August 08
August 12
August 13
August 16
August 17
August 21
August 31

Ella Billiot

Deb McLean, Donna Nelson-Beene
Stacie Wittenmyer
Lee Liebetreu
Rick Weisert

Kitty DeVries

Bob Callecod
Allison Swanka
Daisy Boyer
Alden Halleck
Adeline Halleck
Audrey Geyman

2026 Officers of the Church

SESSION

Class of 2026: Dar Bevelhymer, Karla Geyman,
Chris Williams

Class of 2027: Anne Moser, Christine Guenther,
Lisa Lawson

Class of 2028: Jen Codding, Michael Botts, Kat Nic

Moderator: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley:
Clerk: Anne Moser

DEACONS
Class of 2026: Kathy Sweeney, Lee Liebetreu
Class of 2027: Libby Dachik, Scotty Huntington,
Ellyn Stout
Class of 2028: Anna Beeker , Terri McNamara

Chair: Terri McNamara Secretary: Libby Dachik
TRUSTEES
Class of 2026: Lowell Nees, Dana Nemeth

Class of 2027: Rosemary Apple, Chet Marcin
Class of 2028: Mike Evans, Joyce Kepke

Chair: Dana Nemeth

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 126
South Church Street
Green OH 43402 phone:419/352-5176
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
web:www firstpresbyterianbg.org

We are on Facebook.
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