The Crier
“WeMeet... Will We?”

By Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley

Some time ago — prior to my arrival — the church
began a Wednesday evening dinner-and-
discussion type event known as WeMeet. As the
story has been relayed to me, the hope was to
provide a place for fellowship, for breaking bread
together, and for learning together. The added hope
was that those who may not have easy access to
meals — including folks for whom making a meal
was just growing more difficult with each passing
year, as well as younger folks whose culinary gifts
might top out at grilled cheese — would have one
steady, consistent meal option once a week. And it
worked. By some accounts it worked to the tune of
anywhere between 20-25 people each Wednesday,
even occasionally reaching 30 participants.

But then this energy was disrupted — along
with pretty much every single other part of life —in
March 2020 when the COVID pandemic broke out
and the world shut down. For a couple of years —
leading right up to my arrival on August 1, 2022 —
this ministry lay fallow. When it returned, it wasn’t
necessarily to the same strength as pre-pandemic,
but there was a good showing, as well as plenty of
energy (undoubtedly aided by those good vibes of
having a pastor in place). Over the last couple of
years, though, WeMeet attendance has waned,
sometimes dipping to single-digit attendance. The
Christian Nurture committee, during the 2025-2026
programmatic year, discussed deeply what the
future of WeMeet might be. We sought little
changes — nuances, wrinkles — to see if that
helped. We considered all the logistics — timing,
expense, workload, topics — seeking the alchemy
that would re-energize this once energetic ministry.
This month’s newsletter article, then, is an invitation
into a conversation — within yourself, as a
community — about the future of WeMeet.

Before | go any further, | humbly
acknowledge that much of my knowledge about
WeMeet is only what’s been shared with me and so
there’s every chance that | misheard or
misunderstood something about the pre-me
WeMeet. As such, if I've misrepresented anything
about its history above, please trust that it was not
done maliciously. | do, though, feel confident in
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speaking about the challenges this sacred time has
experienced over the last four years.

| also want to make clear that this entire
newsletter article is not written from a place of
malice or frustration or with the intention of some
sort of ultimatum. None of that is all that healthy or
helpful — and it is generally not the vibe I'm trying to
put out there.

So, as you think about WeMeet, | propose
some of the following questions for self-reflection:

e |If you used to attend WeMeet and don't,
what changed? Was this a conscious choice
or a matter of circumstance? Is your present
absence a conscious choice or a matter of
habit at this point?

¢ If you never attended WeMeet, why not?
Was it a scheduling conflict? (If so, does
that conflict still exist?) Was it a matter of
disinterest? Could there have been
something that would’ve piqued your
interest? Is there still something that would?

e If you're new and all you really know about
WeMeet is what you read in the first two
paragraphs of this article, what are your
thoughts now? Do you feel an openness to
WeMeet? A resistance? An insecurity? Can
you name that feeling?

These questions are designed to help you think
about your emotional history with WeMeet from a
non-judgmental perspective so that you know what
you think/feel inside yourself. Your answers need
never be shared with me or anyone else; they’re for
your benefit.

What might be for my benefit, and the
benefit of the Christian Nurture committee, would
be to get some of your thoughts about this
programming option. And so, | offer these
questions:

o Between the meal/fellowship and the
discussion/fellowship, which is more
appealing to you? Could you put a
percentage to it (e.g., 80/20 or 50/50)?



e As it relates to the meals, what level of
quality are you hoping for at a church dinner
like this? Weekly potluck? Simple soup-and-
sandwich? A warm meal with a main and
two sides (maybe even dessert!)?

e As it relates to the discussion topics, what
gains your interest the most? A multi-week
study of a particular book or theme in the
Bible? A potpourri of theology, history,
scripture, ethics, contemporary issues, etc.?
A book (non-biblical) study, such as C.S.
Lewis’ Mere Christianity?

o Do you need both your meal and study
expectations to be met to equal quality, or
do you privilege one over the other (that is,
you’ll eat a subpar meal for the sake of a
superb conversation or vice versa)?

| would love it if you took the time to ponder these
questions — again, no judgment for any answer
given — and then share your thoughts with me
(call/text/email/in-person).

With your thoughts firmly in mind — and it
may be prudent to truly sit with those questions and
answer them before going on — I'd like to share my
thoughts and vision for WeMeet. Again, to keep
what | write next from over-influencing your own
thoughts, it is wise to stop reading here and answer
those questions before going on.

| believe both major elements of WeMeet —
meal and discussion — are of near-equal
importance, though | might give it a 40/60 split, thus
privileging the discussion ever so slightly more.
That said, | do believe the meal is important if only
because I've witnessed folks with real food
insecurity find within the church’s walls what may
be their only warm meal each week. | would be
either a tyrant or a moral dullard if neglected the
meal. For me, though, this meal does not need to
be too complex. | love a good soup-and-sandwich
meal in community because I've been in the church
long enough that | know how difficult it is to cook to
scale. Most recipes max out at 8, so if you think
you’re cooking for 16 or 24, well, those meals get a
lot more intimidating. Some part of me gladly
accepts lower quality for increased quantity.

The real meal, though, is still what my brain
will nosh on in the discussion. I've cited Romans 12
enough times in worship that I'll spare you the full
passage now, but suffice it to say | find “be
transformed by the renewing of your mind” to be
one of Jesus’ most compelling offers. But beyond
my own personal satisfaction in any educational
setting, | also value the space WeMeet creates
from hearing directly from both our church
committees and our community partners. | deeply
appreciate that every year we’ll hear from the
Finance Committee during stewardship season, the
Green Team about how to help make our homes
and lives greener, the Mission Committee on what
they’re up to and what’s happening in the
denomination. As for community partners,
BGOPride, La Conexion, The Cocoon, and others
have all participated in the life of the church by
sharing the holy work they’re doing in our
community. It goes without saying that any
relationship needs space in which to flourish, and
WeMeet has consistently been that space.

And then, on maybe even a deeper level,
this time with our community partners helps give us
a more concrete sense of what our mission as a
church is. While comprehensive in scope, “love thy
neighbor” does lag on the specifics. This is where,
once an organization has demonstrated some
shared values with the church, we are able to more
specifically drill down on what shape this love of
neighbors will take.

WeMeet will be back for the fall. At present,
there’s still a discussion as to whether there’s the
requisite logistical support — time, money, energy —
for weekly meal preparation, though I’'m hoping
there will be, and am personally committed to at
least carrying some of that load myself. But this
ministry’s longer-term future remains an open
question. Again, this isn’t an ultimatum. There may,
indeed, be a very good reason to retire this ministry
with gratitude. It may be that Jesus Christ has
something else in mind for us. But as we live in this
squishy in-between time, let us be gently candid
and thoughtful about WeMeet, our hopes for it, and
our commitment to it.
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ARTS FESTIVAL

September’s First Friday is always a special time and this
year’s Friday will be held on the 2" Friday of the month.
We will gather at the Beer Tent at the Black Swamp Arts
Festival on Sept.11"" at 6 p.m. This is always a great time

with great music and we look forward to seeing you there!
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WE MEET
O Wedthesdusy Tome of commanifyy ad foanping

We Meet will be start back up again in September! See below for the current
schedule of lessons. Dinner is at 5:30 and lessons begin at 6:15.
Remember, We Meet is a time to gather and commune as you are; we meet
is from 5:30 - 7: OO0pm but feel free to come and go when you can. You are
welcome here!

Wednesday, September 16 - Christianity in a Post-Christian age

Wednesday, September 23 - General Assembly Recap with Lance Weisman
**Jetf out of state for continuing education

Wednesday, September 30 - Al in Christianity

CHILDREN'S CHURCH!
| T NURSERY WORK WILL
Church (GO for grades K-4-CC will be HAPPEN THIS FALL!

after Moment for Education where
these children will go with Amanda to
have a small lesson, craft, and games

during the Sermon then we will return
to worship for the closing hymn. Reach
out to Amanda for any questions
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If you are interested in being one of
the people that reaches out to
college students that signed up to
learn more about us at Campus Fest
please let Amanda Ark know!
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There will still be a few
Nursery work days as
we continue the Nursery
project! Look out for
them!
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Electronics
Recycling Drive

Saturday, September 19th

9:00AM-1:00 PM
140 S Grove St, Bowling Green, OH 43402
Drive-in, Drive-out /No Contact/Free -- *except for TVs*

Due to the increased processing costs to recycle flatscreen
TVs, our recycler is charging $1. 00/ lb for each TV screen

What can be recycled?
Anything with a cord or

that’s battery operated:
Desktop Computers, Laptops & Monitors
TVs (flatscreens/LCDs ONLY) - $1.00/Lb.
o We will have a scale at the event
o Cash, credit, or Venmo will be accepted
forms of payment for TV recycling
Printers & Other IT/Office Equipment

e Wires/Cables/Cords/Light Ballasts |
e Small household & kitchen appliances ; ‘Di — 3
« Cellphones/Telephones irections: One-way
« Cameras & AV Equipment Enter from Grove, exit from Buttonwood
 Game CQnSOIeS & VCR/DVD Players Clean out those garages, basements, & attics!
 Electronic Tools . . .
. ; f ALL Kinds More than 50 million tons of electr_on]c waste is prpduced
Batteries of ALL every year in the U.S., with the majority ending up in
e Fans & much more! " ’ landfills.
NO tube TVs or CRT screens Gl This is your chance to recycle unwanted electronic devices

in an environmentally safe way!

NO refrigerators, A/C units, or large appliances
Includes certified destruction of hard

For more info, please visit: drives & other data-bearing devices.
bgsu.edu/ewaste Hosted by:
Office of F,ILST,,, .'
BG %U Campus 0‘;‘0 == PRESBYTERIAN [ASSICeluNype ’
Sustainability C HURCH COMMITTEE ON !

BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY

Ouestions? Reach out to greenbg@bgsu.edy " memen v E‘-'YC”"O




Did you find some old electronics when you gathered items for the rummage

sale? Here's your chance to make some more space in your home. Our annual

electronics recycling event is coming up on Saturday, September 19 from 9 am
- to 1 pm in the parking lot of the Senior Center. You can bring most items that

have a cord - computers, flat screen tv's or monitors, small appliances, printers,

cables, phones, vcr or dvd players, and even batteries. There's more information
in the flyer, also in this newsletter. Note that our partner AIM Ecycling has had to begin charging for the
ecycling of flat screen TV's, so we need to pass that cost along. We are pleased to be working with BGSU
Office of Sustainability again this year, along with the Senior Center, AIM, and Wood County Solid Waste
Management.

There is a fall native plant sale coming up on Saturday, September 12 at the W. W.

Knight Nature Preserve in Perrysburg. It's open to Friends of the Wood County

Parks from 10-11 am, and to the public from 11 am -1 pm. It's a good chance to

pick up native plants that have been cultivated in our area. Native plants are adapted

for success in our area, and are friendly to local wildlife, insects and pollinators. Native

plants are typically hardier than non-native plants, and require less water. This means
they're good for the environment as well.

Historian Open position for Church Historian
K ﬂ Our church historian, Sharon Barnett, has requested being removed from this
o Q‘d position. If someone might be interested in taking this over, here are the details.
: Contact Jeff or Anne Moser (clerk) if you are interested.
- n While there is no such thing as an actual “job description” for church historian,
PR ] ¢

here are the activities our prior historian was involved in.

o Keeping up with the history of our church

e Familiarity with physical archiving, using archival paper, folders, and boxes. Archival boxes are used to
protect documents from the environment, including bugs.

¢ Maintaining historical documents of interest (documents, sermon hard copies, and photos) are believed
to be somewhere in the church and some have been scanned onto archival paper. There are no
established rules for what should be archived. (Note: all land transactions are documented
electronically in our Manual of Operations.)

e There are additional documents that perhaps should be copied, filed, and stored in an air-conditioned
environment.
Storage should be such that the items are accessible and available to current and future members.

o Aream of archival paper is available free of charge. Contact Sharon Barnett, our former church
historian. Paper is located at the Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Center where Sharon has stored it
so it is not used for general purpose copying.

Current status:

¢ Anyone with questions may call Sharon Barnett. Sharon is familiar with archiving procedures and is
more than willing to help.

e An archival blue-grey box with handles was purchased and the whereabouts in the church unknown
What had been put in that box is in a cardboard box somewhere in the church (probably)

e Things went to a standstill with Covid and nothing has been done since that time




_, CONSIDER LEGACY GIVING
CREATE A

Nearly every fall when the Session and Finance
Committee start to build a budget for the coming year, we find
the need to draw on our savings to balance the budget. But in
the last few years, we haven’t had to tap those savings because
we were blessed with several bequests from our members who
had passed on. Those legacy gifts not only helped fill the
shortfalls in giving revenue, but they also made it possible to add to our investments, giving us a nest egg for
unknown future needs. In fact, just this summer, we were suddenly faced with the need to replace the roof on
our education wing and repair the drainage. We were able to use $62,500 of those recent bequests to cover
the cost!

If you haven't yet included the church in your estate plan, we urge you to seriously consider doing so.
Those legacy gifts bestow an enduring blessing on your church for years to come. During our fellowship
hour on Sunday September 20, we will have available packets of information that will give you more
insight about Legacy Giving and all the various ways you can remember your church in your estate
plan.

Dear Friends,

Have you ever experienced that thin space between
heaven and earth? | have. At last year’s Deacons
Christmas Breakfast, there was a moment when a calm
settled over the room. For a little while, it felt as if
everyone present was wrapped in peace, gratitude, and
the simple joy of being together.

| can’t thank each and every one of you enough for
helping make that moment possible. Your generous
financial support, your time, and your willingness to serve did more than help us put on a successful event —
you helped create a place where families felt welcomed, cared for, and loved.

The Deacons are already planning this year’s Christmas Breakfast, which will be held on December 12.
Once again, we will support area families with Aldi and Walmart gift cards: the head of each household will
receive a $100 Aldi gift card, and each child will receive a $40 Walmart gift card. These gifts are practical, but
they also carry a deeper message — that our church family sees these households, cares about them, and
wants them to experience the joy of the Christmas season.

If you are planning to give to the Deacons Christmas Breakfast, early donations are deeply appreciated. It
helps us know how many families we can support this year. Donations can be made by check, Venmo, or
PayPal. Please note Deacons Christmas Breakfast on the memo line. Thank you for helping us share Christ’s
love in such a tangible way.

Sincerely,
Terri McNamara, Deacon Moderator
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The Mission Committee wishes to thank the Congregation, the
& Congregational Care Committee, and the Christian Nurture Committee for

y the work to gather supplies for 3 different community groups; Helping Hands,
Brown Bag, and Crim Elementary. What a wonderful way to start off fall than
working together to gather needed items to be passed out to families in need,
and students starting a new school year. And then celebrating together with a
shared meal. Itis so much fun to watch what we can do when we all work
together to accomplish big things. So, Thank you for thinking of others as we

start into the fall season and all the months ahead with your continued generosity. So proud to be a part of this

Congregation.

Hello to my First Presbyterian church family,

| have landed safely in Boulder and am settling in. My semester doesn't start until
Monday, so I'm doing as much hiking as | can before things get too busy. St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church in Boulder has taken me in with open arms. I'll dive in with their
choir and bells when they start up in September. Until then, I'll be singing in their post-
worship bluegrass jams.

‘: Thank you for all your prayers and support, and thank you FPC choir for calling to sing

me happy birthday! | miss you all and hope you're doing well back in BG.
All the best,
Seamus

(Picture is from Rocky Mountain National Park and Eldorado Canyon)

Shop at Kroger or Amazon to benefit First Presbyterian Church

SUPPORT US
THROUGH

viki
rewards

It’s time to enroll — for Kroger Community Rewards. Do you grocery shop at
Kroger? Did you know that if your register with Kroger it'a an easy way for the
church to receive donations. All you have to do is enroll or re-enroll using the
directions below. Then when you shop at Kroger, a portion of your spending will
be directed to First Presbyterian Church. We recently received a check for $81.08
for the last quarter because 29 households designate their rewards to us.

Follow these directions to sign up with Kroger:

1. Go to www.kroger.com, sign in, and click on the “community” tab.

2. Scroll down to Kroger Community Rewards.

3. Click on View Your Rewards Details.

4. Then scroll down to Community Rewards. It will show if you are enrolled to benefit First
Presbyterian Church.

o

If you are not enrolled, click edit and select First Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green

(Organization Number: 91930)
6. You may need to create an account, if you have not done so already. That's pretty simple - just
follow the directions on kroger.com.


http://www.kroger.com/

Witte’s Words

Note from the Editor: Karen Witte (said "witty") has been a member of FPCBG for 50+ years. She currently
resides at BG Manor and isn't able to make it to church, but would still like to bless her church using her God-
given gift with words. She used these gifts in her career as a proofreader for the Sentinel-Tribune. Make sure

to check out "Witte's Words" each month in the pages of this newsletter. Enjoy this month’s poem.

My Confession
/ sometimes wish that | could be seated on God'’s spacious knee
Seated on God'’s spacious knee, snuggled close within His arms 1'd be safe from all life’s harm.
He'’s a loving father who wants the best for me
But | am not as good of a girl as 1d like to be.
/ don’t put my father first and let the world go by.
| enjoy my life here and don't think about the life that is on high.
I'm guilty of the sin of pride that’s the worst of all.
| may be found unworthy when comes the final call.

/ do love my Father. | sing the hymns of praise. | love to read about Him and His wonderous ways.
/ try to be forgiving, kind and loving too. But what | really need to do help me stay close by your side
And keep me from the sin of prid. Help me, please, to honor You in everything | say and do
By you I've been so richly blessed | owe to you my very best.

You gave me a special gift of words, may | use them, Lord, to lift hearts and souls up to you.
Tell others of your love so true. Help me live the words | say that my actions point the way to you,

Eternal and divine. | am yours and you are mine.

. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
TUESDAY BOOK GROUP - The Tuesday Book Group meets every Tuesday starting at 1 pm in the church’s
library. On Sept. 15 they will begin a new book entitled: Dinners with Ruth — a Memoir on the Power of
Friendships by Nina Totenberg. This book examines the 50 year friendship between Totenberg and Ruth

Bader Gisnburg. If you have questions or want to know more about the group you can contact Judy Martin at
419-

BGSU Campus Fest 2026 - We are looking for a few volunteers for the BGSU
Campus Fest to greet students. The event is on Sept. 2" (Weds) from 1-4pm.
You can sign up for one hour or all 3! Please see Amanda to do so. We are also

looking for a few volunteers to contact students who sign up after reaching out say
“hi” and invite them to worship service.




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 Office 4 Office 5
1 Book Grp. 9-Sort Closed Closed
5:30 Session | Clothes 9:30 D.S.
1-4 BGSU at | 6 Bells
8AA. —FH Campus 7 Choir
Fest 8-9 Med Grp
FH
6 7 Closed 8 9 10 11 12
10 Worship 1 Book Grp 9-Sort 9:30 D.S.
w/Communion 6-8 ESL Clothes 6 Bells 6 1t Friday
11 Fellowship Classes La 5 Trustees 7 Choir Beer
1 Guitar Lesson Conexion 8-9 Med Grp Garden at
4 Girl Scouts 6:30-8:30 BG | 6-7 La Conex FH Black
7 MRG-GL Song - FH GL Swamp
8AA. -FH
13 14 Closed 15 16 17 18 Office 19
10 Worship 2-7 MVP 9-Sort 9:30 D.S.& Closed 9-1 Ecyling
11 Fellowship 6:30-8:30 Presbytery Clothes Staff Mtg. Drive at
11:15 Mission BGSong in Mtg. at 6 Bells WC Senior
1 Guitar Lesson FH church 5:30 We 7 Choir Center
4 Girl Scouts 6-8 ESL Meet starts 8-9 Med Grp
7 MRG-GL Classes La FH
Conexion
20 21 Closed 22 23 24 25 26
10 Worship Oct Newilttr 9-Sort 9:30 D.S. 8:30-1
11 Fellowship Deadline Clothes 6 Bells League of
11:30 Deacons 1 Book Grp 7 Choir Women
1 Guitar Lesson 4 Kindred 6-8 ESL 5:30 We 8-9 Med Grp Voters/FH
4 Girl Scouts Spirits Circle | Classes La Meet FH
7 MRG-GL Conexion 9:30
7- Cong. Care Deacons
Nurture Shop open
8AA.-FH
27 28 Closed 29 30
10 Worship 1 Book Grp 9-Sort
11 Fellowship 6-8 ESL Clothes
1 Guitar Lesson Classes La
4 Girl Scouts Conexion 5:30 We
7 MRG-GL Meet




September 01 Pierson Halleck

September 10 Chris Williams, Frank
McLaughlin

September 11 Susan Platz

September 12 Bri Schooley

September 13 David Marsteller

September 22 Janet Hammersmith

September 25 Beatrice Guenther, Hallie

Hammersmith

September 30 Peggy Boren

2026 Officers of the Church

SESSION

Class of 2026: Dar Bevelhymer, Karla Geyman,
Chris Williams

Class of 2027: Anne Moser, Christine Guenther,
Lisa Lawson

Class of 2028: Jen Codding, Michael Botts, Kat Nic

Moderator: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley:
Clerk: Anne Moser

DEACONS
Class of 2026: Kathy Sweeney, Lee Liebetreu
Class of 2027: Libby Dachik, Scotty Huntington,
Ellyn Stout
Class of 2028: Anna Beeker , Terri McNamara

Chair: Terri McNamara Secretary: Libby Dachik

TRUSTEES
Class of 2026: Lowell Nees, Dana Nemeth
Class of 2027: Rosemary Apple, Chet Marcin
Class of 2028: Mike Evans, Joyce Kepke

Chair:open

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 126
South Church Street Bowling
Green OH 43402 phone:419/352-5176
email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
web:www firstpresbyterianbg.org

We are on Facebook.



http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org/

