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“A Good Word from Presbytery” 
By: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley 

 

On Tuesday, September 15, First Presbyterian Church, Bowling Green hosted the quarterly meeting of 

Maumee Valley Presbytery. Commissioners (pastors and ruling elders) from across 55 churches spread over 

two states descended upon our church for nearly seven hours of educational classes, meeting, worship, and 

table fellowship. It is a massive undertaking of hospitality, tech support, meal preparation and clean up, and 

worship leadership. I want to thank everyone who helped make this meeting a great success (I’ve already 

received compliments from many in the presbytery): 

• Dar Bevelhymer for greeting presbyters and general logistical support 

• Corky Dunsmore and Daphne Tanner for tech support before and during the meeting 

• Heather Goldman and Nate, one of our choral scholars, for supplying musical leadership throughout the 

worship service (and Nate’s first time singing solo in public!!) 

• Scotty Huntington for setting up communion for the worship service 

• All the Presbyterian Women for setting up Fellowship Hall, making the meal, serving, cleaning up, and 

for being pleasant and joyful through it all (Note: I hesitate to start naming specific names for fear of 

omitting someone who did some behind-the-scenes work I’m unaware of, so let us celebrate all of PW 

as the joyful team they are) 

• Donna Nelson-Beene and Dave Horger for supplying child care for two children of visiting presbyters  

• Amanda Ark and Araya Musselman for providing child care near the end of the time together, giving 

Donna and Dave a reprieve, and for both rushing from other jobs to help out here 

• Tammy Schnitker for creating an additional worship bulletin and PowerPoint, for taking meal RSVPs for 

two weeks leading up to the meeting, and for helping collect meal money from presbyters as they 

arrived (as well as other small logistical supports that are too many to name) 

• Terri McNamara for being present and helping out in ways – quite honestly – that I don’t even know 

about, but I saw her there and she looked busy and engaged; forgive my ignorance as to what she was 

doing. I was pretty busy myself. 

Indeed, there are probably others who I have not named here and should. My sincere apologies. But even 

within that apology is this joyful reality that one of the reasons I can be busy and focused on other things 

happening at the meeting is because I know I have so many great people who are handling things I don’t know 

about – and handling them with great aplomb. In short, there is much trust in the church, and that’s an 

exceptional thing.  

 The rest of this newsletter article is the sermon I delivered – titled “No and Yes” – at the Presbytery 

meeting. It is based on Psalm 123 and Acts 16:6-15. It is a meditation on the surprising places God shows up 

and an encouragement for all to start looking for God in the surprising places. I hope it blesses you as much as 

all those named above blessed our whole presbytery. Amen.  

 

 

 

 



“No and Yes” 

 

 Karl Barth calls Jesus Christ “God’s ‘Yes’ to the world.” That is, there is an implicit question that 

creatures before their Creator – to say nothing of broken, sinful messes before pure holiness – are bound to 

ask: Am I worth it? And Barth says that God answers this question – most forcefully, most profoundly – in the 

affirmation of God’s own incarnation as Jesus of Nazareth. Like, let us not even affirm humanity in their 

createdness – blessed and “good” as that is – but rather let us choose the greater affirmation of incarnation 

wherein the boundary between Creator and created is collapsed forever, wherein the fullness of “God the 

Father” now dwells in Jesus, whom we call Brother.  

 Anyway, I share all that as a way of introducing the idea that God is a “yes and no,” “No and Yes” God. 

Also, it was an excuse to drop some really affirming theology right at the outset of the sermon, so why not?  

 That God is a yes-and-no, no-and-yes God is important to our reading from Acts today because it is 

nothing less than the Holy Spirit that forbids Paul and his companions from going to Phrygia and Galatia – or 

what is modern-day Türkiye. Instead, he’s going to be given a vision to head to Macedonia – or what is 

modern-day northern Greece. Like, didn’t the Holy Spirit know that Türkiye is a strategic military location for the 

policing of affairs in the Middle East, while Greece is a just a debt-laden socialist country that doesn’t pay its 

fair share to NATO? Isn’t it fun to overlay biblical places with modern-day geopolitics? I can’t wait to tell my 

Evangelical friends that the “Persians” are just modern-day Iranians – and that Persia more or less has its way 

with the people of God for about the last quarter of the Old Testament! Something to have thought about on 

February 27th, maybe?  

 Anyway, our reading from Acts today demonstrates a God who says “No” – in this case to Asia – and 

“Yes” – in this case to Europe. Oh, if that description feels a little racially-tainted – and it should! – then you 

should know that this was the description I got when I Googled “why did the holy spirit forbid the word in Asia?” 

The AI-generated Google Gemini response, which – remember – is just whatever Google has scrapped from 

the internet, including YouTube videos, published sermons, etc., the framing of this Macedonian call is that of 

European superiority over Asia, which – c’mon! – I’m clearly not the only one overlaying biblical places with 

modern-day politics.  

 God’s “No and Yes,” however, does not stop there in this story.  Paul et al. land in Philippi, which is 

described as “a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony.” And that sounds really tasty, 

right? Who doesn’t want to put the Gospel out in “a leading city”? Isn’t that the goal of Christianity ministry? To 

find the highest hill from which to proclaim the love, grace, peace, justice, and joy of Jesus Christ so that the 

most people might hear it? Well… maybe. But we don’t really get to find out in Acts because Paul doesn’t 

seem to find himself at the highest heights. Instead, he finds himself down by the river to pray with a group of 

Jewish women.  

 Remember how Philippi was described as “a leading city”? Well, it was also described as “a Roman 

colony,” so Roman, in fact, that Philippi did not have 10 adult male Jews, which was the minimum number of 

men required to establish a synagogue – this was their version of 1,001 New Worshipping Communities and 

Philippi wasn’t getting Presbytery support! So, the women are highlighted because the men are 

demographically absent. And thus, also, no formal place for prayer, but instead a river.  

 This has to be another “No and Yes” moment from God. Paul, though known as the Apostle to the 

Gentiles, is pretty explicit about his preferential option for the Jews. “First Israel, then the Gentiles” is the 

guiding mission statement in his life. But now the only available Jews are women and, okay, let’s get into this 

for a brief second.   

Two contradictory things about Paul are true: Paul is terrible with and to women. Paul works brilliantly 

and collaboratively with women for the sake of the Gospel. I’m open to other thoughts on this matter – 

especially by my colleagues who are women in ministry – but after too many years of trying to fit Paul in either 

a pro-feminist or anti-feminist box, I’ve given up and acknowledged that he’s both. And that’s fine. That he’s 

both does not mean that I have to be both or that you have to be both. I mean, Paul was also given a thorn in 

his flesh by which to remember that God’s grace is significant for him, but that doesn’t mean we should all go 



 

get large piercings that hurt all the time. In fact, if anything, I think I’ve come to the place where it is Paul who is 

the thorn in my flesh that reminds me that God’s grace is sufficient for me.  

 I take us on that gender-centered detour not only to burnish my cred as an edgy, socio-political 

preacher, but because who Paul finds when the Spirit leads him to Philippi is not a large group of Jews – even 

though “First Isreal, then the Gentiles” is his guiding principle for mission – and who Paul finds when the Spirit 

leads him to Philippi is not a bunch of dudes for him to talk with – even though this is who he clearly prefers 

interaction with as evidenced by his weird-and-well-documented commentary on women – which means even 

though God’s “Yes” is clear in the Spirit’s leading, the place where he’s led to must’ve struck him as feeling like 

a big ol’ “No.”  

 It’s gotta be confusing. It’s gotta be bewildering. It’s gotta be befuddling. Remember, we’ve rejected all 

of Asia for this. All of Asia on the back burner for a handful of ladies going down to the river to pray as the 

smallest of small remnants of Israel. All the possibilities of “a leading city of the district of Macedonia” suddenly 

reduced to the dirty shores of a river where algae makes the sand between your toes feel gooey. Gross!  

 And yet, I find something paradigmatic for the 21st century American Church in this story. It’s like we’re 

surrounded by all this possibility and potential power – wealthiest country in the world, mass communication 

that would make Gutenberg blush (or what we might call the Zuckerbergification of Gutenberg), maybe being in 

a “Christian country,” or at least some claim as much – all of this possibility and it doesn’t feel like the Gospel is 

going anywhere these days. Churches are disappearing like DOGE is in charge of them. Young people could 

not be less interested in organized religion, but – honestly – the numbers aren’t great in terms of Baby Boomer 

interest either. The very concept of belief is dubious to most. But maybe the fault lies with us. Maybe we 

focused too much on “a leading city” and not enough on “colony.”  

 Jesus has been teaching me to look out for these colony opportunities with people I might not have 

otherwise assumed I’d be working with, being with. Like, I don’t have a youth group to really speak of here at 

FPCBG, nor – though I’m in a college town – can I boast much of a campus ministry. Those feel like God’s 

“No’s” in my life, in the life of this church. By mid-century, suburban standards – by the logic of Target (the 

Targetology?) – I have failed. We have failed. That “NO!” thunders in our ears.  

But do you know what I do have? I have a prison full of incarcerated young men that I meet with 

regularly and lead in worship every other week – alongside, I should hasten to add, my friend and our 

colleague, the honorably retired Rev. Jim Miller. The Juvenile Detention Center and the Juvenile Residential 

Center is God’s “Yes” in my life, which – per Barth from the beginning – means the JDC and the JRC are 

Christ’s presence in my life, since God’s “Yes” is found in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. And do you know 

what else I have? I have Circle K International, which is the campus version of Kiwanis International, which is a 

100-year-old civic group with no real institutional history with Christianity in America. I have a handful of college 

students who join CKI because they want to do community service in their community, because they want to 

serve those who need service.  

I don’t get to preach to them or lead them in Bible studies or make them feel bad about their sexuality – 

you know, all the hallmarks of most campus ministry in America right now – but I do get to serve alongside 

them, to serve them in their service, to help them see their little acts of service as part of a bigger way in which 

to view and engage with the world. So, CKI is God’s “Yes” in my life, which – per Barth from the beginning – 

means CKI is Christ’s presence in my life, since God’s “Yes” is found in the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 

I’ll admit it. I came here four years and a month ago with the same presumptions of Paul et al. – that is, 

I came here with “leading city” ministry aspirations. I wanted to grow the church. Get those coveted young 

families. Drive up giving. Start a youth group. Begin a campus ministry. I wanted all those “leading city” glories. 

But that’s not where God’s “Yes” resides. God’s “Yes” is in jail and in a group of – let’s call it like it is – really 

lovely, service-oriented nerds.  

Earlier, when talking about this “leading city” impulse that drives so much of our imaginations in ministry 

I asked if it isn’t God’s will to proclaim the gospel from the highest hill so that the most may hear it. But let’s not 

forget that Acts is written by Luke and Luke does not have Jesus give a sermon from a mount – that’s Matthew 

and that’s because Matthew needs Jesus to look as much like Moses, who had his own mountaintop gravitas, 



because Matthew needs his primarily Jewish audience to accept Jesus as the Messiah. No, Luke has Jesus 

preach from a plain, from an eye-to-eye space, from a place of equality with the possibility of mutuality.  

Maybe, then, we need to, as the Church in 21st century America, start focusing on those places that feel 

like God’s “No.” Maybe rather than reaching for the heights, we stand in incarnational solidarity with everyone 

else. Maybe, then, we embrace the “plain” rather than seek the most extraordinary mount from which to 

proclaim. For the pattern is there and it is clear:  

• We are drawn to “a leading city,” but we get “a colony” 

• We want the ears of powerful men, but God gifts us praying women 

• We want the youth group with all the slickest programming (as well as the funds to support it all), but 

God’s “Yes” is with a bunch of juvey kids with their histories of substance abuse, property crime, and 

sexual assault 

• We want the big campus ministry that produces all these educated, attractive couples who will then join 

our churches and re-populate our youth group, but we get nerds making tie blankets while trying to 

coax just a few of their peers to join their service efforts 

If you want to feel bad in ministry in 21st century America, it’s so simple… really, the simplest thing to do. But I 

think our energies are better spent interrogating all of God’s supposed “No’s” and pursuing all of God’s 

surprising “Yeses.”  

 And as we do so, I hope we find our spirits and our psyches bolstered by the meal we’ll soon share 

from this Table. For this meal is also born of “Yesses-in-seeming-No’s” – that is, this meal is not a mountaintop, 

a “leading city,” or a Michelin-star meal. This is a simple meal born of a body broken and of blood poured out. 

This meal prefigures the crucifixion, which we know felt like God’s No in Jesus’ life because He cried out “My 

God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” This is the last meal Jesus eats before He dies, which – yeah – 

that fits that pattern, doesn’t it? We know, because of the rest of the story, we know this meal is part of God’s 

“Yes” to us, but dangit all if it doesn’t seem to pass through the worst “No” anyone could ever hear, feel, or 

taste. But that’s all the more reason to come to this Table, for as we train ourselves to experience Yes-via-No 

here, so we will be able to better spot it in all the seemingly pathetic places of life. Thanks be to God.  

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

It’s Stewardship Time! 

 Last year, many in our community had the privilege of hearing author Robin Wall Kimmerer 

speak on her book ‘Braiding Sweetgrass.”  One of the themes in her book is the idea of the 

“Honorable Harvest,” the idea that when we take things from our environment, we should 

reciprocate by giving something of value back to maintain a sustainable relationship.  It’s a wonderful 

analogy for our relationship with our church.  We are the receivers of so many blessings from our 

church that it’s only right we should respond by giving back something that sustains this beloved 

worshiping community. 

 Soon you will receive our annual Stewardship envelope.  We hope you all choose to “give 

back” to your church and pledge your financial support for the coming year on Stewardship Sunday, 

October 1st.  



 

 



December 12, 2026 
 Preparations are well under way for the Deacons Christmas 

Breakfast. October will be a busy month for the Deacons as 

applications will be available starting October 22. Also, the gift 

cards will be purchased this month.  

 If you are planning to give to the Deacons Christmas Breakfast and are wondering how much to 

donate, here is a general guideline. The head of each household will receive a $100 Aldi gift card, and each 

child will receive a $40 Walmart gift card. The average family size is 2 to 3 children.  

 Early donations are greatly appreciated. It helps us know how many families we can support this year. 

Donations can be made by check, Venmo, or PayPal. Please note Deacons Christmas Breakfast on the 

memo line. Thank you for helping us share Christ’s love in such a tangible way. 

Terri McNamara, Deacon Moderator 

 

Helping Hands – October 9 

 Thank you for supporting this program through your generous donations 

of hygiene items and cleaning supplies to our Community Helping Community 

mission. Your donations will be distributed on October 9th from the First Christian 

Church. If you would like to help with the distribution of the cleaning and hygiene items, come to the First 

Christian Church, corner of Poe and Haskins Roads on October 9th from 4 to 6 pm. You will see familiar 

faces. 

Your Deacons:  Ellyn Stout, Scotty Huntington, Libby Dachik, Kathy Sweeney, Lee 

Liebetreu, Anna Beeker,   Terri McNamara 

 

 

Blessing of the animals 

Sunday, October 4th from 2-4 pm 

 

Family friendly activities, Silent Auction, Pet food and supplies are 

being collected for: 

Wood County Humane Society 

Refreshments and lots of community fun! 
 

Blessing service will begin at 2:30 pm. Animals will be blessed throughout the event too! 

Bring your pet. Dongs only on leash, other animals in cage or container. One (1) animal per person. 

Bring a picture or stuffed animal. We will honor those pets who have passed too (Bring a picture) 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



Kindred Spirits - On Monday, October 19 at 4:30 pm we will meet in the library to continue the discussion on 

Corinthians.  All adults in the church are welcome to attend. Kindred Spirits wants to take a little survey to 

understand why people no longer join PW Bible study groups.  Please fill out the survey below and either mail 

back to the church or place it in the offering plate at church and Julie Smith-Maekask will pick them up from the 

office and tabulate responses. Thank you for taking the time to fill this out.  

 

 

Survey:  PW Bible Studies 
 
Throughout the years Presbyterian Women has held Bible study groups known as Circles.  Over time, 
membership has waned.  Kindred Spirits is interested to learn why. 
 
Are you interested in joining a Bible study group? 
____ Yes  
____ No (Skip to last question.) 
 
What reasons keep you from joining? 
____ Inconvenient time or day 
____ Lack of transportation 
____ Lack of time 
____ Uninterested in topics discussed. 
____ Do not know members in the group. 
____ Do not feel knowledgeable enough about the Bible. 
____ Prefer independent study. 
____ Historically PW Bible study not opened to me. 
____ Other ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What format would best meet your needs? 
_____ Online via Zoom 
_____ In person 
 
What kinds of Bible studies would interest you most? 
____ A book of the Bible 
____ A particular topic or question 
____ Applying Scripture to life 
____ Faith and current issues 
____ Introductory level 
____ Intermediary level 
____ In-depth level 
 
Is there anything else you would like to say about why you do not participate in Bible study groups? 
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for your insights!  If you are interested in joining a Bible study, please supply your name and contact 

information before dropping this survey in the offering plate. 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Different Ways to Serve God by Serving in Your Church 
 

 
Nominating committee is starting the important work of identifying those interested and willing to 
serve in leadership roles for the church. These roles include:  

• Session (Elder): primary responsibilities are Session meetings where important church 

business is discussed, a committee assignment (like personnel or finance), and occasionally 

serving communion.  

• Trustees: This role is responsible for the building and grounds. The church is an old building 

and maintaining is a big job. We use contractors or repair people for the major issues, but 

identifying those is important.  

• Deacons: Those serving as deacons provide care for the congregation and the wider 

community. This group sponsors the annual Deacon's Christmas Breakfast for families needing 

assistance and also being a "shepherd" for members of the congregation.  

If you have a willingness and desire to serve, please speak with Lisa. She would love to talk with you 
about these roles. She can be reached at 419.575.2416 or via email at soprano43402@yahoo.com. 
She's also in church on most Sundays. 
 

 

 

 

mailto:soprano43402@yahoo.com


We had another great e-cycling event in September – even though we were 

wet by the end. The event collected 10,325 pounds of old electronics, including 

1,367 pounds of tv’s. This is less than we had hoped for, but we’re pretty sure the 

rain affected our turn-out. We’re happy to have again partnered with BGSU 

Campus Sustainability, as well as the Wood County Committee on Aging and AIM 

electronics recycling. Our e-cycling events have been even more successful since 

we expanded our partnerships. 

Our outdoor season has also been very successful. Corky formed a new partnership this year, and the 

group has been very active. More people have benefitted from the community garden this year – both as 

individuals and through the Brown Bag Project. We have also benefitted from help from the Juvenile 

Residential Center, as Bob has been able to get help from these students. They have done good work cleaning 

up our outdoor areas. 

Tip of the month: Early fall is a really nice time of the year. It’s still warm many days, and 

the leaves are slowly beginning to turn colors. That also means that we will soon be cleaning 

up piles of leaves. This is an annual encouragement for you to mulch your leaves by mowing 

them, or let them stay on your lawn. Leaving leaves will: 

• Protect moisture in the soil 

• Reduce soil erosion 

• Reduce stormwater run-off 

• Return nutrients to the soil 

• Provide habitat for bird food 
 



 

 



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1  
9:30  D.S. 
 
6 Bells 
7 Choir 
8-9 Med Grp FH 

 

2 
1st Friday 
Red Robin 
in 
Perrysburg 

 

3 
(carpet 
removal in 
Nursery) 

4 
10  Worship 
w/Communion    
11  Fellowship               
1 Guitar Lesson                
4 Girl Scouts                     
7 MRG-GL 
 

(painting Nursery 
after church) 

5 
Closed 
 

6   
9 Staff Mtg. 
1 Book Grp 
6-8 ESL 
Classes La 
Conexion 
6-7 La Conex                     
GL 
8 A.A. – FH 

 

7 
9-Sort 
Clothes 
 
5:30 We 
Meet 

8 
9:30  D.S. 
 
6 Bells 
7 Choir 
8-9 Med Grp FH 

 

9 
4:30 
Helping 
Hands at 1st 
Christian 
Church 

10 
7-11 Latino 
Heritage 
Fiesta @ Jr 
Fair Bldg. 
 
(carpet sq. 
installation 
Nursery) 

11 
10  Worship  
11  Fellowship   
11:15 Mission             
1 Guitar Lesson              
4 Girl Scouts                     
7 MRG-GL 
 

12 
Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30-8:30 
BGSong in FH 

13    
9 Staff Mtg 
1 Book Grp 
5 Session  
6-8 ESL 
Classes La 
Conexion 
6-7 La Conex                     
GL 
8 A.A. – FH 

 

14 
9-Sort 
Clothes 
 
5:30 We 
Meet 

15 
9:30  D.S 
. 
6 Bells 
7 Choir 
8-9 Med Grp FH 

 

16 Office 
Closed 
 
 
 
6:30 Family 
Game Night 

17 

18 
10  Worship           
11  Fellowship   
11:30 Deacons             
1 Guitar Lesson     
4 Girl Scouts                     
7 MRG-GL 
 

19 
Closed 
 
 
4 Kindred 
Spirits Circle 

20    Nov. 
Newsletter 
Ddln. 
 
9 Staff Mtg. 
1 Book Grp 
6-8 ESL 
Classes La 
Conexion 
6-7 La Conex                     
GL 
8 A.A. – FH 

 

21 
9-Sort 
Clothes 
 
5:30 We 
Meet 

22 
9:30  D.S. 
 
6 Bells 
7 Choir 
8-9 Med Grp FH 

 

23 
8:30-12 
Growing 
Home @ 
Vetrans Bldg, 
BG 

24 
9:30 
Deacons 
Shop open 

25 
10  Worship           
11  Fellowship               
1 Guitar Lesson     
4 Girl Scouts                     
7 MRG-GL 
 

26 
Closed 
 

27 
9 Staff Mtg 
1 Book Grp 
 

6-8 ESL 
Classes La 
Conexion 
6-7 La Conex                     
GL 

7 Cong Care 
8 A.A. – FH 

 

28 
9-Sort 
Clothes 
 

5:30 We 
Meet 

29 
Office Closed 
 

9:30  D.S. 
6 Bells 
7 Choir 
8-9 Med Grp FH 

 

30 
Office 
Closed 

31 

 



 

 

 

Oct 

 

October 04 Eniko Szentkiralyi, Wally Fraker,  

  Maggie Layne, Madeline Duntley 

October 09  Nettie Rose, CJ Layne 

October 12 Corky Dunsmore, Chloe Higgins 

October 18 Sue Clark 

October 19 Mary Jane Saunders 

October 20 Kensington Clark 

October 24 Chuck Codding, Jr. 

October 25 Emmy Hann 

October 30 Anne Moser, Tammy Schnitker 

October 31 Dar Bevelhymer 

 
 

2026 Officers of the Church 

SESSION 

Class of 2026:  Dar Bevelhymer, Karla Geyman,                                 
   Chris Williams                                                           
Class of 2027:  Anne Moser, Christine Guenther,  
   Lisa Lawson 
Class of 2028:  Jen Codding, Michael Botts, Kat Nic 
 

Moderator: Rev. Dr. Jeffrey A. Schooley:            
Clerk: Anne Moser 
  

DEACONS 
Class of 2026:   Kathy Sweeney, Lee Liebetreu                                               
Class of 2027:   Libby Dachik, Scotty Huntington,  
       Ellyn Stout                                                   
Class of 2028:   Anna Beeker , Terri McNamara  
 

Chair: Terri McNamara    Secretary: Libby Dachik  
  

TRUSTEES 
Class of 2026:  Lowell Nees,                                                 
Class of 2027:  Rosemary Apple, Chet Marcin                                                     
Class of 2028:  Mike Evans, Joyce Kepke 
 

Chair:open                                                                   
  

First Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 126 

South Church Street              Bowling 

Green OH 43402  phone:419/352-5176 

email:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 

web:www.firstpresbyterianbg.org  

We are on Facebook. 

 

http://firstpresbyterianmbg.org/

	The Crier
	Oct

