
      SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

September 13, 2026                                                                           ______  ___10:00 a.m. 
*Please stand if you are comfortable standing.                  LITURGIST: Scarlett Gensler-Nic 
 

PRELUDE                                Amazing Grace                                Hal H. Hopson 
                

WELCOMING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PASSING of the PEACE 
 

INTROIT    Shout to the North                    
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                              Adapted From Psalm 139 
One: The God who created us uniquely calls us together today to worship them in the 
 expansiveness of who each of us were created to be. 
All:  For God created our inmost being; God knit us together in the womb. 
One:  We praise God because we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  
All:  God’s works are wonderful; we know that full well.  
One:  Come, let us worship our expansive, creative God. 
All:  Welcome everyone, to the love of God.  
                     

*HYMN #769                  For Everyone Born            For Everyone Born 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION   
One: Lord, we come here today as people who are flawed, who worry, who separate 
 themselves from their neighbor because it is easier than trying to understand all our 
 differences. All of us are created in your image, God, but we struggle daily to 
 understand the parts of your image that don’t look, think, and act like us. We come 
 here today eager to be refreshed as truly new creations, living as you created us to 
 be.  
 

UNISON PRAYER CONFESSION 
 Creator God, we yearn to be new creations, set apart by your love, but in our 
set-apartness, truly embracing those in your loving creation who we do not 
understand. Please grant us mercy for the times we have judged people simply for 
being different than us, and open our eyes to the expansiveness of who you create 
each of your people to be.            
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
KYRIE                    We Lift Our Voices 
 

DECLARATION OF PARDON                                     
One: God created you; God loves you, and God grants you forgiveness and welcomes you 
 into the fullness of their creation. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.  
All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.  
 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                                     Hymnal Page 582 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son,  

whose grace has pardoned me and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. (3X)  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

   

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

MOMENT FOR EDUCATION                

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                 Genesis 1:25-28                                                                     
                                                                            

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                  Galatians 3:23-29                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                       

SERMON     Created in God’s Image: Faith and Gender             Kat Nic, Elder  
                        

SPECIAL MUSIC           Hebu! Mandari           Swahili Text, Music by John Parker 
 
 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and life everlasting. Amen. 
       
SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (we say “debts”) 
 

OFFERING OUR TITHES and GIFTS 
   Offertory                                          
   *Doxology (Unison) Hymn #606  
 

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

                   Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 

*HYMN #300             We Are One in the Spirit   They’ll Know We Are Christians 
 

*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE      To The World                Schooley/Deeter 
   

Venmo 



POSTLUDE             They’ll Know We Are Christians                     arr. Mark Hayes 
 
PRAYERS: All those adversely affected by war and all acts of violence, all victims of hate 
crimes, the residents at JDC & JRC, our men & women serving the armed forces here at home 
and overseas, Evan Dunn, Chris Williams, Alyce Platz, Ron Stout, Miranda Douglas, Doris, 
Amanda Pirooz (friend of Ellyn Stout), Dave Hyslop & Sharon, Miranda Douglas, Anna Beeker’s 
parents, Mahmoud & family, the LGBTQIA+ Community, all victims of abuse, racial inequalities, 
those picking up and trying to recover from surgery and loss.    
 

This is a MORE LIGHT Presbyterian Church! 
 

A “More Light” Presbyterian church welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons to full 

participation in the life, ministry, and witness of the congregation. We work 

to expand the inclusiveness of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)   

There are no closed doors here. 

Christ Welcomes All Here! 
 

 First Presbyterian Church www.firstpresbyterianbg.org                                                                                 

 More Light Presbyterians           www.mlp.org  www.mlp.org 
 

 

STAFF MEMBERS                      
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley, Pastor [fpcbgjeff@gmail.com]                  330/931-9165 
Heather McEwen Goldman, Music Director [goldman.heather@gmail.com]               646/326-4058 
Amanda Ark, Family & Youth Ministries Specialist (FYMS) [akark@bgsu.edu]                                   937/844-6787 
Tammy L. Schnitker Office Administrator [firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com]                                        419/352-5176 
Gale Swanka, Treasurer [gswanka@bgsu.edu]                  419/575-1478 
Joyce Kepke, Financial Secretary [kepkejm@dacor.net]                 419/270-2958 
Fernando Hernandez and Monica Garcia, Sextons 
Araya Musselman, Nursery Worker 

 
 
 
“For Everyone Born”:  TEXT: Shirley Erena Murray, 1998.; MUSIC: Brian Mann, 2006; Text© 1998 Hope Publishing 
Company; Text©2006 Brian Mann (admin. General Board of Global Ministries t/a GBGMusik);reprinted/podcast/streamed with 
permission under One License#718132-A. All rights reserved. 
“We Are One in the Spirit”:  TEXT and MUSIC: Peter Scholtes, 1966; Text and Music © 1966, F.E.L. Publications, assigned 
1991 to The Lorenz Corp.; reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License#718132-A. All rights reserved. 
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For Everyone Born 
1. For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread, a 
 shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for everyone born, a star overhead, and 
 God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: yes, 
 God will delight when we are creators of Justice, justice and joy! 
 

2. For woman and man, a place at the table, revising the roles, deciding the share, with 
 wisdom and grace, dividing the power, for woman and man, a system that’s fair, and 
 God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: yes, 
 God will delight when we are creators of Justice, justice and joy! 
 

3. For young and for old, a place at the table, a voice to be heard, apart in the song, the 
 hands that are wrinkled, for young and for old, the right to belong and God will delight   
 when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: yes, God will delight 
 when we are creators of Justice, justice and joy! 
 

4. For just and unjust, a place at the table, abuser, abused, with need to forgive, in 
 anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy, for just and unjust, a new way to live, and 
 God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace:  
 yes, God will delight when we are creators of Justice, justice and joy! 
 

5. For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be, to 
 work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for everyone born, the right to be free 
 and God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
 yes, God will delight when we are creators of Justice, justice and joy! 

 
We Are One in the Spirit 

 

1. We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord; we are one in the Spirit;   
 we are one in the Lord, and we pray that all unity may one day be restored: Refrain. 
 

Refrain: And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;   
  yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

2. We will walk with each other; we will walk hand in hand; we will walk with each other; 
 we will walk hand in hand, and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land: 
 Refrain. 
 

3. We will work with each other; we will work side by side; we will work with each other; 
 we will work side by side, and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride: 
 Refrain. 
 

4. All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, and all praise to Christ Jesus, 
 God’s only Son, and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: Refrain. 
 

Week of Sept. 13 – Sept. 20 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship Service  

  11:15  a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship (FH) 

    Mission meeting 

    1:30  p.m. Guitar Lessons (GL) 

    3:30  p.m. Girl Scouts (GL) 

    7:00 p.m. Meditation/Recovery Group (GL) 

MONDAY     Church office is Closed on Monday 

    6:30  p.m. BG Song (FH) 

TUESDAY   2:00  p.m. MVP (all of the church) 

    6:00  p.m. La Conexion ESL Classes (Christian Ed Wing)   

WEDNESDAY  9:00  a.m. Sorting Clothes in the Deacons’ Shop 

    5:30  p.m. We Meet – Kick-off Night – (FH)     

THURSDAY   9:30  a.m. Deacons’ Shop open to public 

    Staff Mtg. (Pastor Jeff’s office) 

    6:00  p.m. La Conexion ESL Classes (Christian Ed Wing) 

    6:00  p.m. Presby Bell Choir rehearsal (Bell Room) 

    7:00  p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Choir room) 

    8:00  p.m. Meditation group (FH) 

FRIDAY   Office Closed – Tammy vacation day 

SATURDAY     9:00  p.m.   E-Cycling Event sponsored by Green Team at WC Senior 

SUNDAY 10:00  a.m. Worship Service – Legacy Sunday 

 

The event is set for December 12!  
 

A delicious pancake breakfast will be served, 

and individuals and families will receive Aldi gift 

cards for their grocery needs. Children will 

receive Walmart gift cards, so they may select a 

Christmas gift of their choice.  

The Deacons are asking you to consider donating to help with the cost of the gift cards and 

breakfast supplies. Early donations are encouraged as it helps the Deacons set the 

budget for the event. If you would like to donate, please write a check payable to the First 

Presbyterian Church and on the memo line write “Deacons’ Xmas.” A donation can also be 

made through Venmo and PayPal. 



Did you find some old electronics when you gathered items for the 
rummage sale? Here's your chance to make some more space in your 
home.  Our annual electronics recycling event is coming up on 
Saturday, September 19 from 9 am to 1 pm in the parking lot of the 
Senior Center. You can bring most items that have a cord - computers, 
flat screen tv's or monitors, small appliances, printers, cables, phones, 

vcr or dvd  players, and even batteries. There's more information in the flyer, also in this 
newsletter. Note that our partner AIM Ecycling has had to begin charging for the 
ecycling of flat screen TV's, so we need to pass that cost along. We are pleased to be 
working with BGSU Office of Sustainability again this year, along with the Senior Center, 
AIM, and Wood County Solid Waste Management. 

 

Kindred Spirits: 
All Adults Welcome. 

 

The PW circle Kindred Spirits is 
going co-ed!  Our first meeting of the 
year is 4:30 on September 21 in 
the library.  Join us as we formulate 
the group's 
syllabus.  Questions?  Call or text 
Julie 419-247-1794. 

 

WeMeet is Back! 
Weds., Sept. 16th at 5:30 pm we 

will gather in the Fellowship Hall 

share a meal. Pastor Jeff will be 

presenting on “Preaching in a Post-

Christian Age”. He will be sharing 

about his time in a Lily-funded 

fellowship through Pittsburgh 

Theological Seminary.  The meal 

will be - beef stew, crusty bread, and 

salad.  Vegan/Vegetarian options 

are available but please contact 

Pastor Jeff directly 330/931-9165 

(call/text) to discuss what that 

may be. 

calendar:T1:4:30%20
tel:419-247-1794

