
      SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
 

September 20, 2026                                                                           ______  ___10:00 a.m. 
*Please stand if you are comfortable standing.                            LITURGIST: Joan Callecod 
 

PRELUDE                                Andantino                                     Samuel Wesley 
                

WELCOMING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PASSING of the PEACE 
 

INTROIT    Shout to the North  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                 Psalm 19:7-9 
One: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;  
All: The decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 
One: The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;  
All: The commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
One: The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever;  
All: The ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.  
                     

*HYMN #370         This Is My Father’s World                               Terra Beata 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                               Hebrews 4:12-13 
 The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. And before God no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare 
to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
 
UNISON PRAYER CONFESSION 
 Gracious God, by your power Christ is raised from death to rule this world with 
love. We confess that we have not really trusted you, and fall easily into doubt and 
fear. Gladness is cautious in our hearts, and gratitude is fleeting. Forgive our fear of 
life and dread of dying, our hopelessness, and relentless unsurety. Set us free to 
rejoice in Christ and to live into the freedom and beauty of Resurrection.           
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
KYRIE                    We Lift Our Voices 
 

DECLARATION OF PARDON                                     
One: There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Friends, believe 
 the Good News that you are in Christ. 
All: In Christ we are forgiven. 
 

 

 

 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                                     Hymnal Page 582 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son,  

whose grace has pardoned me and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. (3X)  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

   

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

MOMENT FOR EDUCATION                

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                     2 Peter 3:8-18                                                                            
                                                                            

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                 Romans 12:1-3                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                       

SERMON   “To Know and Be Known: AI and Its Limitations” 
                        

SPECIAL MUSIC            O Be Joyful!        Martha Jones Burford 
 
 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and life everlasting. Amen. 
       
SHARING JOYS AND CONCERNS 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER (we say “debts”) 
 

OFFERING OUR TITHES and GIFTS 
   Offertory                                          
   *Doxology (Unison) Hymn #606  
 

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

                   Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 

*HYMN #288         Spirit of the Living God (sing 2/3X’s)              Living God 
 

 
 
 

Venmo 



*BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE          To The World                Schooley/Deeter 
   
POSTLUDE                                    "Joyful Day"                        Mark Hayes 
 
PRAYERS: All those adversely affected by war and all acts of violence, all victims of hate 
crimes, the residents at JDC & JRC, our men & women serving the armed forces here at home 
and overseas, Peggy Boren, Kathy Sweeney’s grandson, Jake, Susan & Chris Dunn’s grandson, 
Evan, Chris Williams, Alyce Platz, Ron Stout, Miranda Douglas, Doug Mathias & family, Doris, 
Amanda Pirooz (friend of Ellyn Stout), Dave Hyslop & Sharon, Miranda Douglas, Anna Beeker’s 
parents, , the LGBTQIA+ Community, all victims of abuse, racial inequalities, those picking up 
and trying to recover from surgery and loss.    
 
 

This is a MORE LIGHT Presbyterian Church! 
 

A “More Light” Presbyterian church welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons to full 

participation in the life, ministry, and witness of the congregation. We work 

to expand the inclusiveness of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)   

There are no closed doors here. 

Christ Welcomes All Here! 
 

 First Presbyterian Church www.firstpresbyterianbg.org                                                                                 

 More Light Presbyterians           www.mlp.org  www.mlp.org 
 

 

STAFF MEMBERS                      
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley, Pastor [fpcbgjeff@gmail.com]                  330/931-9165 
Heather McEwen Goldman, Music Director [goldman.heather@gmail.com]               646/326-4058 
Amanda Ark, Family & Youth Ministries Specialist (FYMS) [akark@bgsu.edu]                                   937/844-6787 
Tammy L. Schnitker Office Administrator [firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com]                                        419/352-5176 
Gale Swanka, Treasurer [gswanka@bgsu.edu]                  419/575-1478 
Joyce Kepke, Financial Secretary [kepkejm@dacor.net]                 419/270-2958 
Fernando Hernandez and Monica Garcia, Sextons 
Araya Musselman, Nursery Worker 

 
 
 
“Spirit of the Living God”:  TEXT: Daniel Iverson, 1926.; MUSIC: Daniel Iverson, 1926; Text and Music © 1935 Birdwing 
Music (admin. EMICMGPublishing.com); reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License#718132-A. All rights 
reserved. 
“This Is My Father’s World”:  TEXT: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901; MUSIC: Franklin L. Sheppard, 1915; harm. Edward Shippen 
Barnes, 1926, PUBLIC DOMAIN; reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License#718132-A. All rights 
reserved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
A More Light Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  

126 S. Church St., Bowling Green, OH 43402 
 
 

                            
 

 

 
“To Know and Be Known: AI and Its Limitations” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

September 20, 2026 
 

Phone: 419-352-5176 

Email: firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com 
Like us on Facebook 

Webpage: www.firstpresbyterianbg.org 

http://www.firstpresbyterianbg.org/
http://www.mlp.org/
http://www.mlp.org/
mailto:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
http://www.firstpresbyterianbg.org/


This Is My Father’s World 
 

1. This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears all nature sings, and round me 
 rings the music of the spheres. This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought of 
 rock and trees, or skies and seas, his hand the wonders wrought. 
 

2. This is my Father’s world. O, let me ne’er forget that though the wrong seems oft so 
 strong, God is the ruler yet. This is my Father’s world. The battle is not done: 
 Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heaven be one. 
 

Spirit of the Living God  (sing 3x’s) 
 

 Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
 Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
 
 

October Newsletter Deadline – The deadline for the newsletter is this Tuesday, Sept. 22nd. 
Please have all stories/articles etc. emailed to the church office copy ready by the end of the 
day. If all goes well, it will be emailed that Friday. 
 

October’s 1st Friday will be held at Red Robin, 9854 Fremont Pike 

on Fri., Oct. 2nd. Please rsvp to Nettie Rose by Sept. 30th at 

nettierose@aol.com or 419-262-7889. 

 

 
 

The event is set for December 12!  
 

A delicious pancake breakfast will be served, and 
individuals and families will receive Aldi gift cards for 
their grocery needs. Children will receive Walmart 
gift cards, so they may select a Christmas gift of 
their choice.  

The Deacons are asking you to consider donating to help with the cost of the gift cards and 
breakfast supplies. Early donations are encouraged as it helps the Deacons set the 
budget for the event. If you would like to donate, please write a check payable to the First 
Presbyterian Church and on the memo, line write “Deacons’ Xmas.” A donation can also be 
made through Venmo and PayPal. 
 
 
 

Week of Sept. 20 – Sept. 27 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship Service  

  11:15  a.m. Refreshments & Fellowship (FH) 

  11:30  a.m. Deacons’ mtg. (Library) 

    1:30  p.m. Guitar Lessons (GL) 

    3:30  p.m. Girl Scouts (GL) 

    7:00 p.m. Meditation/Recovery Group (GL) 

MONDAY     Church office is Closed on Monday 

    4:30  p.m. Kindred Spirits (Library) 

TUESDAY        October Newsletter Deadline 

    9:00  a.m. Staff Mtg. in Pastor Jeff’s office 

    1:00  p.m. Book Group in (Green Lounge) 

    6:00  p.m. La Conexion ESL Classes (CE Wing) 

    7:00  p.m. Congregational Care Mtg. (Library) 

    8:00  p.m. A.A. (FH)   

WEDNESDAY  9:00  a.m. Sorting Clothes in the Deacons’ Shop 

    5:30  p.m. WeMeet dinner & discussion     

THURSDAY   9:30  a.m. Deacons’ Shop open to public 

    6:00  p.m. Presby Bell Choir rehearsal (Bell Room) 

    6:00  p.m. La Conexion ESL Classes (CE Wing) 

    7:00  p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Choir room) 

    8:00  p.m. Meditation group (FH) 

SATURDAY   8:30  a.m. League of Women Voters (FH) 

    9:30  a.m. Deacons’ Shop open to public  

SUNDAY 10:00  a.m. Worship Service  

 

Kindred Spirits: All Adults Welcome. The PW circle Kindred Spirits is going co-ed!  Our 
first meeting of the year is 4:30 on September 21 in the library.  Join us as we formulate the 
group's syllabus.  Questions?  Call or text Julie 419-247-1794. 
 

WeMeet is Back! 
Weds., Sept. 23rd at 5:30 pm we will gather in the Fellowship Hall share a meal. CRE 

Lance Weisman will be recapping the General Assembly meeting this past summer.  Please 

mark on the Friendship Pad a “WM” to indicate that you will be attending the 

dinner/discussion. 

mailto:nettierose@aol.com
calendar:T1:4:30%20
tel:419-247-1794

