
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
September 6, 2026                                                                                                   10:00 a.m. 
*Please stand if you are comfortable standing.                        LITURGIST: David Marsteller 
 

PRELUDE                                Largo in G            Handel, edited Diane Bish 
                     

WELCOMING & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 
 

INTROIT    Shout to the North 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                Acts 2:44-47 
One: All who believed were together and had all things in common;  
All: They would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to 
 all, as any had need.  
One: Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,  
All: They broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,   
One: Praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.  
All: And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
                     

*HYMN 335   The Foolish in Their Hearts Deny        Maple Avenue                 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION (liturgist)                                                                Hebrews 4:12-13 
 The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart. And before God no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare 
to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
               

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  
 Almighty God, in the resurrection of Jesus Christ you have shattered the 
power of sin and death. We confess that we do not always believe in this hope, and 
remain captive to doubt and fear. Forgive our dread of loss, our despair, and our 
anxiety about the future. Set us free for the joy of Christ who was dead but now lives, 
that we too might find new life in the service of his kingdom.                                                                  
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
KYRIE     We Lift Our Voices 
                       

DECLARATION OF PARDON (responsive)  
One: Hear the good news!: Who is in a position to condemn?  
All: Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power 
 for us, Christ prays for us.  
One: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has 
 begun. Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                                                     Hymnal Page 582 
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son,  

whose grace has pardoned me and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

World without end, without end. Amen. (3X)  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

MOMENT FOR EDUCATION                         
                                                                            

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                     Psalm 14                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                    Philippians 3:17-21                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 

SERMON                          “Unbelievable Belief”       
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                            Look at the World             John Rutter 
          

HOLY COMMUNION  
 Invitation to the Table 
  Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
  The Lord be with you 
  And also with you 
  Lift up your hearts 
  We left them to the Lord 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise 
   

 Prayers  
 

Sanctus   Hymn #552         Holy, Holy, Holy                                     Land of Rest 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 

 Communion 
      

OFFERING OUR TITHES and GIFTS 
 Offertory         

 *Doxology (Unison) Hymn #606  
 

     Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

                        Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication Venmo 



*HYMN #821            My Life Flows On     How Can I Keep From Singing 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE     To The World     Schooley/Deeter 
 

POSTLUDE       Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen Spiritual, Arr. Mark Hayes 
 
PRAYERS: All those adversely affected by war and all acts of violence, all victims of hate 
crimes, the residents at JDC & JRC, our men & women serving the armed forces here at home 
and overseas, Evan Dunn, Kat Nic, Chris Williams, Alyce Platz, Ron Stout, Dave & Cathy 
Horger, Miranda Douglas, Amanda Pirooz (friend of Ellyn Stout), Dave Hyslop & Sharon, Anna 
Beeker’s parents, the LGBTQIA+ Community, all victims of abuse, racial inequalities, those 
picking up and trying to recover from surgery and loss.    
 

This is a MORE LIGHT Presbyterian Church! 
 

A “More Light” Presbyterian church welcomes lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons to full 

participation in the life, ministry, and witness of the congregation. We work 

to expand the inclusiveness of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)   

There are no closed doors here. 

Christ Welcomes All Here! 
 

 First Presbyterian Church www.firstpresbyterianbg.org                                                                                 

 More Light Presbyterians           www.mlp.org  www.mlp.org 
 

 

 

STAFF MEMBERS                      
Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley, Pastor [fpcbgjeff@gmail.com]                  330/931-9165 
Heather McEwen Goldman, Music Director [goldman.heather@gmail.com]               646/326-4058 
Amanda Ark, Family & Youth Ministries Specialist (FYMS) [akark@bgsu.edu]                                   937/844-6787 
Tammy L. Schnitker Office Administrator [firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com]                                        419/352-5176 
Gale Swanka, Treasurer [gswanka@bgsu.edu]                  419/575-1478 
Joyce Kepke, Financial Secretary [kepkejm@dacor.net]                 419/270-2958 
Fernando Hernandez and Monica Garcia, Sextons 
Araya Musselman, Nursery Worker 

 
 

“The Foolish in Their Hearts Deny”:  TEXT: Marie J. Post, 1983.; MUSIC: Richard L. Van Oss, 1984 Text & Music © 1987 
Faith Alive Christian Resources; reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License#718132-A. All rights 
reserved. 
“My Life Flows On”:  TEXT & MUSIC: Robert Lowry, 1869; PUBLIC DOMAIN; reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission 
under One License#718132-A. All rights reserved. 
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A More Light Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  

126 S. Church St., Bowling Green, OH 43402 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“Unbelievable Belief”       
 
 
 

September 6, 2026 
 

 
Phone: 419-352-5176 
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http://www.firstpresbyterianbg.org/
http://www.mlp.org/
http://www.mlp.org/
mailto:firstpresbyterianbg@gmail.com
http://www.firstpresbyterianbg.org/


The Foolish in Their Hearts Deny 
 

1. The foolish in their hearts deny the holy God who reigns: “There is no God! 
 There is no God,” this generation claims. Our God looks down on humankind 
 with penetrating eye to see if there are any wise who seek the Lord on high. 
 
2. The Lord finds all have turned aside from doing what is right, that all have 
 strayed, not one does good, not one within God’s sight. Have they no 
 knowledge, who consume God’s own as they eat bread, who do  not call 
 upon the Lord, who will not bow their head? 
 
3. But they will all be terrified, for God is on the throne. Though evil ones 
 oppress the poor, you, Lord, will help your own. O Lord, send us deliverance; 
 restore us; hear our voice. When Zion’s restoration comes, God’s people will 
 rejoice. 
 

My Life Flows On 
 

1. My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation.    
 I hear the clear, thou far-off hymn that hails a new creation. Refrain. 
 
Refrain: No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m  
  clinging. Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep 
  from singing? 
 

2. Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing.   
 It finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing? Refrain. 
 

3. What though my joys and comforts die? I know my Savior liveth. What though 
 the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth. Refrain. 
 

4. The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing!  
 All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing? Refrain. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Week of Sept. 6 and Sept. 13 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship Service w/Communion 

  11:15  a.m. Fellowship & refreshments  (FH) 

    1:30  p.m. Guitar Lessons (GL) 

    3:30  p.m. Girl Scouts (GL) 

    7:00 p.m. Meditation/Recovery Group (GL) 

MONDAY     Church office is Closed on Monday     

TUESDAY   1:00  p.m. Book Group (Library) 

    5:30  p.m. La Conexion ESL lessons (CE wing) 

    8:00  p.m. A.A. (GL) 

WEDNESDAY  9:00  a.m. Sorting Clothes in the Deacons’ Shop 

    5:00  p.m. Trustees’ mtg. (Gathering Place) 

THURSDAY   9:30  a.m. Deacons’ Shop open to public 

    5:30  p.m. La Conexion ESL lessons (CE wing) 

    6:00  p.m. Bell Choir rehearsal (Bell Room) 

    7:00  p.m. Choir rehearsal (Choir Room) 

    8:00  p.m. Meditation Group (FH) 

FRIDAY   6:00  p.m. First Friday at Black Swamp Beer Garden 

SUNDAY 10:00  a.m. Worship Service  

  11:15  a.m. Mission mtg.  

 

September’s First Friday is always a special time 

and this year’s Friday will be held on the 2nd Friday 

of the month.  We will gather at the Beer Tent at 

the Black Swamp Arts Festival on Sept.11th at 6 

p.m.  This is always a great time with great music 

and we look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Card Shower! Chris Williams’ birthday is next Thursday, September 

10th. We would like to ask as many of you that are willing to send 

“shower” Chris with birthday cards.  His mailing address is Chris 

Williams, Three Meadows in Perrysburg, 10540 Fremont Pike, 

Perrysburg, OH 43551.  

 

 



Did you find some old electronics when you gathered items for the 

rummage sale? Here's your chance to make some more space in your 

home.  Our annual electronics recycling event is coming up on 

Saturday, September 19 from 9 am to 1 pm in the parking lot of the 

Senior Center. You can bring most items that have a cord - computers, 

flat screen tv's or monitors, small appliances, printers, cables, phones, vcr or dvd  players, 

and even batteries. There's more information in the flyer, also in this newsletter. Note that 

our partner AIM Ecycling has had to begin charging for the ecycling of flat screen 

TV's, so we need to pass that cost along. We are pleased to be working with BGSU 

Office of Sustainability again this year, along with the Senior Center, AIM, and Wood County 

Solid Waste Management 

 

The event is set for December 12! 
A delicious pancake breakfast will be served, 

and individuals and families will receive Aldi 

gift cards for their grocery needs. Children will 

receive Walmart gift cards, so they may select 

a Christmas gift of their choice.  

The Deacons are asking you to consider 

donating to help with the cost of the gift cards and breakfast supplies. Early donations are 

encouraged as it helps the Deacons set the budget for the event. If you would like to 

donate, please write a check payable to the First Presbyterian Church and on the memo 

line write “Deacons’ Xmas.” A donation can also be made through Venmo and PayPal. 

  
BG Christian Food Pantry and Angels in Arms are holding a 

Chili Supper fundraiser to help raise fund for those in the 

community who are facing difficult times.  Angels in Arms is a 

local nonprofit supporting veterans, to benefit their food pantry as 

well. The supper is strictly by donation and there will also be gift 

baskets for raffle.  The event will be held at St. Mark’s 

Lutheran Church, 315 S. College Dr., BG on Sunday, Sept. 20th from 4-6 pm. With the 

support of community members, we can help ensure that local families have access to the 

food they need. 

 

 


